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" A V1EIANEN'r CORPS (,1EAC.

To the b.diior ty thes CanadianlMililiei Gazette:

SIR,-I rend Witlî mnUCI syllpathly and sa1tisfaction IlCloîzdy'$ " letter 0on thiis
subject in your at issue.

He writcs as one interested directly, and as such bis views inay not have the
wcigbt thcy dcserve. For that ruason 1, being entirely uuconnccted '%vith the
permanent corps, desire to express rny concurrence iu tlîem. 1 have had niany
opportuuities of obsbrxving the Nvorkiing of one of tlic gsehtools" anîd 1 cu bear
testirnony te the thorougli zeal and efiiciency of the staff, and have long thiought thiat
the rule whicli places them on the saine footing on active service ivith those whom
they arc appointed to iinstruct a iiiost unfair if not an absurd one. It seems to me,
and wiIl te ail considerate officers of the militia, a reasonable proposition that the
officers of Our sms)ll quasi-regular fowee should rank a stel) higher thaîî those of our
non-professional nîilitia. For instance, a lieutenant should rank as captain, a cap.
tain as major, a major as lieut.-coloucl, and a lieut.-colonel. as colonel, .-, ith pay ami
aflo'waîices commen4urate witlî suit încrv-ascd rank. It is rnanift.stly unfair to base
the rate of psy on tie scale laid dowui for oficers of the Imperial army under the
sy8tetu whicb, at pressent obtainis iii these schools. Their labors are far iii exceas of
those whici JInperial officers are e:mlled o11 to perfoîm. They have far mure regi.
miental work iii propbortion, aud respousibility, and ini addition hiave to perform
onereus instructional duties, for uiider-tiking wvhich an cilicer of the Imperial, service
would bc relieved front ail other duties; and we cannot expeet to get, fl this country,
,met, wlîo combine the necessaiy zeal and clliciency with that possession of private
mens which wvould make the psssrfin-inciahly independent. l'len, as Ilcloudy"-
very wisely remarks, outside of the headquarters stalf, there is ne retirinig allowanice
in prospect. It canniot reasousably bc expected that the present zeal iih continue
unless sonietluiug ha donc. The sarificc involved iunder the present system is tuo
great. The remnuneration is uttérly iniadequate for the services renidercd, snd
especially if, as appears noiv te ho thé case with the inilitia authorities, thc experi.
enced oflicers nt present holding commissions ini these schools are to be quietly
iguored ini the establishnceut of new coi ps.

I need nlot point out hIoN grcatly the utility snd inîfluenîce of thlese sehools
depends on the efliciency, and thcrouglbness of the wvork of instruction done by their
stali. The perfunictory snd lialf.hieartcdl perforinance of duty la the instruction of
the attaclied ivili remîder theui valueless for their giy-at purpoqe of wvorthily inspiring
and elevating the iiitia, whilc they wvilI infuse îîîther a sî>irit of routine and
zuechanical. performance of duty. Certain ly soldierly spirit, etiItilusiltsm and devo.
tion muet gradually, if miot rapidl3', siuk under the pre4ent linujust sys4teln.

It becomes the more incumbemît upion the~ authotifes to give Se.iuus comîsidel-a-
tien and a prompt remedy te tlîis state of thingii, iiasuucli as the officera of permua.
iient corps are forbidden by the Queen's regîîlations to mnake tiîcir views or grievamîces
publie. The public, and even l'arlianemat, are tiierefore not iuîformed whcre the
shc pinclies theni. Ant officer ini the linîperial service inay sit ini Parliamnent snd
guard Uhc iiuterests of bis broûiers-in-armsansd cnligliten public sentiment whith.
would demnand tlîat simple justice and fuair pilay should prevail, snd the imnportapit
initerte8t of the nîilitia iiid counîtry would be fülly l)roe>tetI.

OF~MI.TA

RE(;I.II/JY''4 h N Y 'E.

MJle wvisl Io liubl.sh ût/ornilium r"e.c»eeing ai the doitèys qf all curps. IJ"'tIl fthe ofic>.rs
iereaf cd, parlicularly ai a distance, assi us kt/ laînq ijeies relat ipt f0 t/unr

corps promipt l?/Jbrwarded 7)
C ScucOOL OF GUNNï'.n.-lst3truetimîS have beemi received 1wv Col. Ilolmes to

opeu a school cf guiiiiery at 'tictoria, commencing coi the i Stl cf Msî'clî, provided a
suficient number cf candidates present timemselves. 'l'ho course ivili lat for three
menthe, and will be open to ilot.qualified oflicers, iion-conimissioned oficers and
men-ot ail corps cf active militia ini this district. The cisas will bc limitcd to ton
officers and twenty non.eommissiomîcd offieers anmnu, between the ages or 18 and
45, net leu than 5 feet 63 inclîc fi heiglit and 35 inches sround the chiegt. The
heurs cf drill will be about four and a haif daily, cxcept on Sutidays and hiolidaye,
and will terminaLe et 12 o'clock, mi.-olonimt.

ToONTO.-Great dissatisfaction is cxpressed by the volunteers in tlîis district
at the prospect cf C Sehocol being cloeed. It ie, ive lieur, over full at present; there
being 19 utllcers and 42 nl. c. c'a sud men attacbced, and already there are more
applications for admission than eau be attched during .12 miontlis with the present
accommodation, aithcugh net ene hialf cf the officers ini the Province bave yet applicd
who desire te go throughi a course this year. he uiîaîimous feeling is that instead
of takimîg the gchools away it would be far more economical for the service te eulist
a provisionai battalion, sncb as wus raiqed In 1870, uf well drilicd men. Thera arc
pleuty cf tlîcm idie ini the 1'rovincc.-CobM.

27Im BArT.-Capt. Ellis' company met for drill ni Weduîesday cvening ]nat.
There are some vacancies in the ranks %vlîiihe oficers wvoulil lîke te sce filled, as
the compamuy wili be called eut for camp service tbis year. Thme drill wiil hae con.
tinued every Wednesday eveing.-8arnia Observer.

3Un BATTALION.-A special meeting cf the Victoria Rifles was lîeld the other
evcuing at their arnîory te take imite comsideration the advisability of building mi
armory at the wvest cuni, tic advisability cf which wo referred te Boule wecke since.
The feeling is very strong that; havi,,g te go te the est eud te reach the new
armories would seriously interfte with t he attendamîce, for whiclî reasoui the battalion
feel the nccasity cf taking some action te maintain the reputation cf the corps for
proficieucy. I'rovided satisfactory arrangemnta caui ba made with the govenimen t
the corps and its friends are preparcd te put up the nccessury buildings.

0. G. FOOT GtuAunrs.-Â lately sdopted regimeuîtal, 'wiiter uniform for the
odiearti wss firet wenî by thmose ou the guard cf houer at the opcning cf Panliament,
and looked exceedingly ricbi. It consistal cf a wedge.shaped cap cf gray Permian
lamb, with a binle bag edged with gold talling over on the rigbit aide, a cloue-fitting
gray cloth overceat with fnr colaer and fur gauntiets to match the cap. Captain
ToUer eomunded the guard at the openng and Major Todd at the drawing-room.
Both guards were, as usual, ail that cndbe desired.

A .11 USEMJEY f5.

(<i' lhe aclice or-yaîdzcrs frymn a ams comlpa»y clubs, and ahuilar whatier occu-
poilfions for the iifiia u'ill frivard us accounis of their -doiiàgs -ute miti glaadt
pulieh Ment. Theix, ire hope, wvil have thec good resu/t o! encourainag the orgaiid.
zilion q -sinilar clubs mehere there are nuone ai prescrit.)
Q.O..-rbe animal smoking party of 1 Comupany wus hîcld at 46 King atrct

cast oit the 25th. There %vas s good sîtendance snd a vcry pleasamit cvenîi' wa,
ipent, the utnaost good-fceling prevailing tlirougmýout. Capt. J. A. Mturray presîdod&.
suiuported by Licuts. ltçs and Morpby. An excellent programme cf vocal anud
inîstrumntal mîusic was thorougbily cnjoycd, Prof. I'iher presiding at thme piano.
hiteresting addresses %verc delivercd by the officers and Sergt. Crean, the company
being repouted te bc ini ai excellent conîditionm ini point of numbers and finmances.
Thei probabilities of a trip tu England îmext year formed a topie of conîversation dur-
ing the eveîîing, the boys rccivimg thme ides with -iitliusiossit.

Pou-.v Ait-ritur..-Thce conîcert on the I 6th Februitry in nid cf the Rifles wuaa
îîîost succe&4ftil afl'air, the townm hall being filled titi staîîdimîgroom was *at- à
prini, and about $150 heingf realized. ite stage was appropmîately 'detoràtsa,
but the initiaIs of the eorps fastcuked over the stage gave the imîcritable puns»ter ait
opportuuuity for thte undeserved reinark thmît thec whole performnce wvas bclow i>).A.*I.
The opcnimg iiumber n'as "lThe mille Ieaf our emrblent dear," sumîg by Captalît .Ray,'
witlî the chorus hy the Bifles. Several amateurs coîîtributed songe, cbielly martiàt
in Liieme, tlîv conîpamy itseif developing a large aunounit of vocal talenit. "lThim red
white simd bNue "by the Misses Coligli, with nianumîl exercisi' with toy rifles betwecxr.
the verses, aund "he youiig recruit, " by Mis" Murdoch, witit "Ilîe l'eut Anthur
ýTolumlteei.s," a special composition, as ai encore, deserve apecial mention. Bletwconu
sommgs thc Rifle C'ompanmy were put through the matinal, firing and bayonet cerci.sçs,
gaîning great plaise by thme lîrecisiomî cf timeir noveîniets.

ite tlîird part cf thc programme coii.sistcdl cf camp licence including songa
front Capt. Rtay, I'rivatcs Haîîby, Ashifortlî and Davidboui, recitatieus hy Scrgt.
Hodder, dances, &c., comcluding witm a mnînificemît tableau, iii which the comnpsnY
was representcd ini tIi" uît of prepsriîîg for cavalry.

Roym. G1NAlrýfps.-The officers held their usual inouthîly mîe4. dinner oun
rhumuday Imat, wîhucu they had a big guest uight, and clpent ai enjo>'able and sociable

'I'lie table was very prcttily mecorated, meid tite cstering rcflccted great credit
upon time mess comnitee, especially.s wo hear Lhmat whilst everything waa p)revdod "
that couldih bi:c thieir ccononîv Atowcd inost satisfactory results.

Onim cf Ltme offcecis Imaviumg Ibre-seiýted at piano Lo, timeir mems recin they wcre abte
te avail thenîselves cf téîc iusicmi tailent in the mms.

Qunmm~.-.OuîTuesdmîy 23rd Fehruary, Lthe aunala drive, cf tIm stair-sergcanta-
sind sergeauts of the perumanent corps 8tatiomied in the citadel, Qucbec, teck place.
Thli day was siunply perfect; dlean, briglît, sunny, witiî thiaï; champagne-y crispicold
thiat exhîlliaratea the iieive.s, sud inakes life ituacîf a plessure, cf whicli we oceun to
have tlhe specialnîomiopoly in "ltlis Canada cf ours." -Ou the "hTrmi Ont" Sounid-
ing, over twenty teamas fell iii for the grand,. promende round the -citadel square,.
headed by Sergeant Majors I3axtcr aud Lyndomî of the cavalry anîd artillery schocla.
statioîied blûre. lit the leading slcighi toc, was the genial mnîager sud pursa bearer
cf Lhe driv'e eonîiittee, Stal-Sem'gt. Ditigley, C. S. Corps, to whose umremitting car"
sud attenmtionî meat of thec succesaâ cf this xno't pleasant outing was due. .Behiud.
mixed ini sociable comîfusion cf artillery, cavalry aud itifatiry îunifomns, drovô-the-
memmîbers cf the Garnison Sergeamtst' Mesa, I.Lliattery, Cavalry Scoo
Corps, andi thme 87t1î BaLt., mow doitug ganmisoul duty lu the citadol.
Msumy civiliamîs, ùld comnademi sud fnieuîdu, were 8cattered about amouîg the différent
teuille. At Il o'clock the cavalcade tiled out of the citadel gaLe, and after waking-
a tour of Lime principal streets cf LIme city crosâed tic St. Chla'ea river f'or the Faite of
Montaieremuci, their destination. After a pleasatit, drive tiîroîîgl thîe village cf'
Beauport and aleng thec batiks of Uhe St. Lawrence', "sinilitig anid glisteiling ini lier
white robes nder the M'imter suit," the botel M'as reaclîed, anl atter a lefL-abeut
wheel and loft take groutîd, Nlich broughit tuie teamas imite line in the s4table yard
with military precisiu, the "lliait " ud Ilunhook " were soutnded. lit live minutes
thie herses wcre stabled in the comfortabte almeds cf mine hmest Bureau, rubbo down
aund ted, sud the wholc coînpany sdjournied to Lime hotel parler, whcrc the Limte
paussed plessantly in singiîig oîd Englisli aad Frenmch miiitary somugs, Sergt. lamel,.
C.S.C., presidiîîg mcst efficicntly at Lime piano. At onie o'eck the Ildinuer call "
broîuglit the hummgry visitons, te, the dimmisîg-roumm, whiere a mobt appetizimg- cold
collation, tu ho M'aslied dowu by eundry bammîpers cf liquida, tenîperanice suid othîeru'ise,.
lîad been provided bylme energetiocuoîumittc. 'lho Iuumlceouî reflctcd ereditcu tho
purveyor, Mr. I. Whitcfield cf St. Joint street, to, wiom its preparaticu Wa becu
a labor cf love, but whe was umfoiuiistely preî'ented froua beimmg preseut. After
dimmuier, the room wus ecared aud tIhe lime passed îîleaatly visitiuug tho tallia ud
xieigliborlîood or alidimg dovm de ille liost'a " new îmides. Here thiue hampionskip,
(amateur) M'as awarded to, a gaffant artilterymant for the resolute way ini which ho feul
cilf the alide, cff thLIe traiuîcau, oir amytliiîg there ivas te faIt oU', and the hcreic niait-
iier in whîieh lie tricd te "rani" every siîow-bank in Iis way. Th i îfantry woe
miwanale( the paluti for profeasionaul slidliiaf. At 4 put). Uhc ainiier cuill bnouglit aU.
banda te s frcily.snpplied table. The couîpay 1usd benm largcly iuicreamaed l'y
friemids, who drove out frem tewui in Lime afternoou; sad the table, though lib , rally
supplicd, begaui te show sigus cf gîviuîg in, te the liouer cf Our liospitable mantager.
Hlowever, time attack was "«knocked out in the second round, and th mantager came
up euiling" with coîce ad cigare. These dispesed cf, "lboot sud saddlu" was sound-
ed, sud the fiotel yard again hecaine a scene cf plumgimîg herses, wlkimg banms and
robes, and tighitcuing up cf girties. The return was varicd by eute or two ipsota in
fnieiidîy siîobw-bauiks with ne damage doue, and by 8 e'cleck the wtîole party had ad.
jounied Le the seurgemmt's mness. Here s voeocf Lliauks te the meuillers cf Lime mess for a
unost pleosaut, smd emjoyable day waa proposed oui behaîf cf bis civilisu frieumda by
IV. Lamnb anmd caried, aud auitably ackunowledged ocmialaf cf the miitary elemnout
by thc Master Gunner R1. S. A. The piano via again inmanîmed aund ami eveunimg ot
music sud aomug closed a very pleasamit day. lime Lîmmnke ofthLie committo arc

apially duc te Lt..Cel. Moutizambent, Commnandant Citadel, Lt.-Col. Tunbuil,
Cern idimîg C. S. C., sud the officera belongiug to, snd attitelied to file artillery anud

eavslry schols for the lban cf illeiglia, rebes, hamiiess, private heomes: in tact wh&t$ver
wus aked for. It is te ha lmoped tat the usual drive may bc cemîtimued as it siffrds
a plessaut anud hieaitly day, aumd tende greatly te strnîmgtlieuî the truc ajiiît of good
feflewslîip and "«caninamderic" amng the diIlferent corps. SA14AGAM3.
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