EDITORIAL NOTES.

TiExE are three great feasts that fall
in the month of March; according to

their dates they are that of St. Thomus
Aquinas, on the 7th, that of St. Patrick,
on the 17th, and that of St. Joseph

on the I9th of the month., As
to the feast of St. Putrick we
purpose issuing a special number

that will eontain not only the celebra-
tions of the day,but also choice selections
historical and literary, that will prove of
interest to our many readers, We will
refer to the feast of St.Thomas in another
editorial note. As to the feast of St
Joseph we desire to specialiy call the
attention of our faithful Catholic friends
that while the 19th of the month is speci-
ally set nside to honor the patron of the
Church and of our Province in particular,
the whole of Muarch is consecrated to the
glory of good St. Joseph.  He, who had
the honor of being the foster father of ouir
Divine Lord, and who was the specinl
guardian of His Holy Mother, whose
humble life was dedicated to the duty
of esrning—as a poor carpenter—the
bread that was to feed the Holy Family,
he, who was privileged to such a high
degree, is to-day one of the most power-
ful advocates thut our human race pos-
sesses in heaven. In honoring St. Joseph
we honor the Blessed Virgin and, above
all, we pay homage to Christ Himselll
The Almighty had chosen this lowly man
of Nazareth to fulfil one of the grandest
missions ever given to a creature of the
Eternal to perform.  Faith{ully and
grandly did he walk the path which the
finger of God had traced for him and he
has leit us a life-example that it should
be theduty of every true Catholic to
imitate to the best of his ability. Never
has anyone had recourse to St. Joseph
who asked in vain, and during this, his
own month, we should redouble our ex-
ertions in paying homage and veneration
to him and in begging of bim to inter-
cede for us before the great Throne, algo
to wateh over the Church and the Holy
Father, especially during his jubilee

year.
***

St1. THOMAS AQUINAS, was born in 1226
and died in 1274, 1n the forty-eight
years of his life he performed miracles
of work in the cause of God, and added
to the philosopby and theology of our
religion, more than any other man that
ever lived—especially considering the.
short lease of life that he was granted.
He was educated in a monastry at Monte
Cassino. He entered the Dominican
order, at Naples, in 1243. He was sent
to Cologne, where he became a pupil ot
the illustrious Albertus Magnus., While
2 student he was so silent that he was
called “the dumb ox.” Albertus one
day said : “ You call Thomas a dumb ox,
but he will yet bellow out his learning
so'loudly that the whole universe will
hear him.” He went to Paris in 1248
At the age of twenty-two he became a
professor at Cologne. He subsequently
taught theology iv. Paris and in 1258 he
immortalized himself by his decision on
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the Blessed Eucharist, which he deliver-
ed before the Univemity of Paris, He
is admired by the present Pope to such
a degree that he has recommended the
works of St. Thomas ax the text-books
for the great theological schuols. He
has been called the * Angelic Doctor”
on account of the heavenly mildness of
his character, and has been styled * the
Doctor of the Schools” on account of
his immense learning and the important
works on philosophy and theology that
he haas left to the scholastic world. His
feast is that of the class of philosophy in
all our colleges. On his way to the
Coonel of Lyons, in 12714, he was called
from his labors by the Almighty and

died in the odor of sanctity.

* *
*

WE 1AD occasioN several times to re-
fer to the idea of the Free Catholic
Library and the great benelits to be
derived from the realization ofthe plan,
In connection with this vital question we
would ask our readers to carcfully read
the following from the Liverpoo! Catholic
Times :

*Few religlous undertakings have been
more happlly coneelved than the scheme pro-
mulgated by Cardinal Vanghan in his Pastoral,
of cstabtishing chureh  Hbraries in every
chureh in 1he dioceee, Itisa feature of the
new plan thnl thie LOoOKs are to be kept, not in
in the sehnolroom or some oul-of-lhe-wiy eup-
board. but tn the chureh ttgelf 3 and this for the
allsullicient reason that many peopie will read
gladly & book thut te put into their hands,
though they would not take the trouble to
seek out a library for themselves, We sincerely
bope that the Cardlnal’s scheme will be a
striklug success, and that it will be taken up
in other dioceses. We trust nlsg that the de-
mand lor books which these librarles must
create will lead to an increase of Cathollclitera-
tureol a popular character nt a moderate cost.
We want historical works, bouks of dovotlon,
of blography, and of theolugy, midway be-
tween the grentl and learpned treatises, which
are nuknown even by naume to the bulk of Can-
tholies, and the cheap publications of the Cath-
olic Truth Society. We Catliolics are some-
times oo upl to fancy thal becauseé we know
the chilef articles of Lthe faith we have no more
tolearn. Hitherto the want of opportunity to
rend has stood in the way of an Inerease ot
knowledge ; but when jevery church has a col-
lectlon of books proporiloned to the slze of the
congregation, wy may look for a great increase,
not ouly of religlous intelllgence, but of prac-
ticul devotlon.”
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LET us coNTRAST the expressions of two
members of the British House of Com-
mons,—the onean insignificant, unheard-
of Unionist, the other a prominent and
distinguiahed member of the English
Bar. There are a number, & great num-
ber, of voting-machines in the British
Parliament. They would remain forever
unknown were it not that their names
are, from time to time, called out in a
division and recorded in the lists of the
Honse. Sometimes, at rare intervals
however, one of these no-bodies does
actually catch the speaker’s eye, and
rises o express either a very meaning-
less platitude or else to make a regular
jackass of himself, by braying out some
grotesque or eccentric remark. Of this
class the world has suddenly learned that
there is one called Dane. Very probably
a descendant of that barbarous and rob-
ber tribe, that under the standard of its
black and illomened raven, came down
upon the coast of Ireland many hundreds
of years ago. This Dane arocse the other
night to inform the House of Commons
that he had “ never listened to such an
insane proposal as that sketched by the
Prime Minister.” It is well known that
all madmen believe everyone and every-
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thing except themselves to be erzy or
insane. Afterthis very wise remark, the
said Dane proceeded to give hia explana-
tions, which consisted in the announ-
cement that it was the “lixed determin-
““ation of the loyalists of lreland to have
“nothing to do with an Irish Parliament
* —the Bill virtually asked them to set
“up a Popish DParlinment and the as-
“cendancy of the Church of Rome.”
Having said all this Mr. Dane sank back
into the obscurity out of which he had
just papped up and the waters of rational
debate tlowed over him and covered up
his personality forever. Sir Edward
Clarke, a bright light in the realm of
British jurisprudence, yet a bitter op-
ponent of Mr. Gladstone and Home Rule,
in opening his speech agninst the
mensure said:

“ During the last seven years the world had

seen with admiration the unflagging enthu-
slasm with which Mr, Glaudstone had devoted
himselt to this cause, andthere would be but
one sentimenlt amonyg members ot all partles
—~that of congratulation that the right honour-
able gentlemnan had been spared lo give the
House so splendid an example of phiysicat and
iutellectunl power as they had just witnessed.”

There are samples ol two opponculs vl
the Irish cause : one an educated gentle-
man of mark, whose opposition 13 diet-
ated by conviction, the othera petty toot
of an orange faction whose narrow mind
cannot conceive anything good in an op-

poncnt.

* ¥
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FisewiERE we give a nolice of an en-
tertninment to be given by the St. Ann's
Young Men’s Society on St. Patrick’s
night, which will consist of a five-act
drams, entitled * Lamh Dearg Aboo,” ar
“The Red Hand Forever,” which was
written by o member of the society, Mr,
James Martin. It is not often that we
have the pleasure of commenting upon
an addition to real Irish literature from
the pen of a Canadian of our race and
creed. Consequently we deem it but
proper to say a word about this historical
drama—the scenes of which took place
during the Irish rebellion of 1641, when
Owen Roe O'Neill figared as a leader of
men—and to express 88 concisely as we
can our humble opinion upon the merits
of the work. After ite reproduction on
the stage we will be in a position to
comnient upon it as to its theatrical
success. Speaking, nuw, from a purely
literary standpoint, we must suy that
the grouping of the prominent person-
ages of that day is very complete, and
the ever-increasing interest, svatained nd-
mirably throughout, marks the work as

fax above the ordinary, and gives
evidence of the writer's real dra-
matic ability in the line of

authorship. The numerous incidents,
brought in for the purpose of relieving
a lengthy drama of all the weight that
must necessarily fatigue the most inter-
ested audience during five long acts, are
of a genuine character, and noteworthy
on account of all absence of low carica-
ture of the Irishman, In fact, t' re is
something elevating in the whole play,
for the very wit and humor parts are of
a class to show to the world how the
Irishman can be funny without being
vulgar, The weaving of imaginary

PRICE 5 CENTS.

seenes into the historical threads is very
ingenious, and presents a tinished picce
ol literary worknunship, It would b
ditticult to enter into a study of the play
unless we were preparal to write o Tail
criticism ; huat we  can hones! vy say that
the picee is o eredit to the yonng antu. v,
a guage of great futnee sueeess shouid
lie continue to write, ad 8 an hotor to
the society for which it was wiitten, and
tr all Irish-Canadians in generid, We
anxiously await its production upon the
stigre. We may add that it is out of the
old beaten track, very ditlerent fram the
usial Irish deamag that have been toe

years past given to the pubhe. This
soars into the elevated reglon o o ghor-

s history, and brings ns faee o Lwee
with the immortal deeds of inmnerial
characters on the page of Treland’s gone-
bye.

"*

NEARLY every day we hear of new and
extraordizary  outrages upun soctal - or-
dor and justice  peractuted e
Masonie hodies of Faly and ol r aag fs-
ive are dally indormed of some pronin-
ent member of the Sceerel Socictios, wnd
especindiy of the Masonic one, returng
to the Church. 1o the Cotllie Stondos d
of Pailadelphin we readd tie 10l hwine.

l\_\'

SIrcemasonry appears 1o hive o unelegier-
ed eareer Iy Spain, Sonpe bevd by Join tnat
pestiferons league, bt from e to bhime -
nouncements are nivde of those who biave seen
the error of thelr ways, and Lhave nele an
sdifying retraction of thoir past views, retdrn -
Ing penitenlly to their Maother Chuareh 1!
Fueriste, or san Sabastinn, States that senor
Roju Avins, re-eadled to asoand mind by the
Infirmities of his body, s Fecontly asserted
before witnesses, and being in {1l jossessing
of hix intellectual facullles, that ha Torperty
became d Freemison for politicad nohives,
bat that for some time past he had recognieed
the evils ofthat seet, aud desived T by orecane
clled to the Catholie Chureh.™

This not to be wondered at when he
Society has for 1ts chief spirit, Adrinno
Lemmi, the fellow who spent n year in
the Marseilles prison for common ronbery
in his younger days.
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“ Axp still there are conver s and
still they come,” onee remarked a ven-
erable priest of our acquuintance. -
was right. The last one of prominenee
to join the church is a former New York
Episcopal Minister, the Rev. Mr, Locke.
Up to lagt December he was an assistant
at St. John’s Church, New York City,
the chapel wiich has stood in Varick
street since 1809,  He satled for England
on the tenth of last December. He was
a High Churchman, but no one ever
suspected thet he intended lewving the
Church of England. On resching
England, he began to study at Oxford.
His correspondence with New York
friends told of his progress in studies,
but gave no hint of his intended change
Faith. At [ast Dr. Brown, received un
letter dated tenth of February in which
the writer said that he had after long
consideration felt that his proper sphere
of labor was in the Catholic Church.
He is now in Rome. Mr, Locke is one
more of the many who came over to the
truth after careful and conscientious

study.



