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EPISCOPACY.

BY THE REV. a. s BARRETT.

Ail Christian bodies belong to One of three
great families the Episcopal farmily, the Pros.-
byterian family and the Congregational famiiy
The Episcopal family ambraces about eighty

one per cent. of Christendom; the Preshy-
terian about thirteen per cent. ; and the C -?
gregational about six par cent. (E1ncyclopui lia

Britannica vol. xix, p. 826, and Sobaff-Ie- z 

EncyclopanIia vol. r1 2026.) Congregationai-

ists make each congragation independent. Each

congregation governs itself and ordains its min-

isters. Presbyterian churches are governed by
elders: a presbytery governs and ordains,

Episcopalians believe in a government by
Bishop. We have three orders of ministers, (1)
Bishops; (2) Presbyters ; (3) Deacons. The
Bishops are successors to the Aposties. They
alone govern the Church and ordain its mnis-
ters. The presbyters and deacons do the teach-
ing, ruling and pastoral work of the local con-
gregation and are subject to their bishop. This
paper is designed te give the scriptural argu-
ment for Episeopacy.

First of ail, lat me call attention to the fact
that wa base nothing on the word ' bishop." for
bishop is used interchangeably with elder or
presbyter. The use of the concordance for half
an hour will satisfy any one that nothing in
this discussion can b decide i by namas. In
the New Testament the words -are used in a
general, not in technical, sense. Thus Christ
is called bishop (1 Poterii 25). An apostle is
called bishop (Acts i. 20). And eiders are
called " bishops." Again, apostles are catled
elders , 1 Peter v. 2; 1 John i), and alsoe deacons
(Cor. iii. 5). Yet with ail this interchangeable
use of words, we clearly distinguish betweeno-
the apostle and the elder (Acts xv. 6), and
again batween the elder and deacon. This use
of words bas hae noted hy all of the best de-
fenders of Episcopany. Thus iooker says in
this connection ; " Things are always ancientier
than their names." The old writers, Chrysos-
tom, Jerome and Theodoret, noticed the saine.
Thiua Theodoret says, (Com. 1 Tim. iii. 1).
" The same persons wore anciently called pro-
miscuously both bishops and presbyters, whilt
those who are now culled bishops wera calied
apostles." We are contending for things, not
words. Words are the daughters of men, but
things are the sons of God.

This is an important subjeet. It lies at the
basis of the Christian constitution. I ' a ques-
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t ion of governmnent. The beginning of every Scripture ha seemsto exercise episcopal power
government ia tIe institution of its forces and over the Church at Jorusalem. St. Pater sends
the appointaient of its officers. Sa with the tidings of bis reloase to "James and the breth-
Kingdon of Christ. Our Lord, early in the ren " [Acta xii. 17]. Next we sea him presid-
ministry, " called unto Hir lis disciples, and ing over the first Council and delivering bis
of thom He chose twolve, whom also Ife called eentence: " My sentence is, that we trouble net
Apostles," (St. Luke vi. 13). To thesa le as tbem." [Acts xv. 19]. So again, St. Paul, on
signed an honorAble and distinct position. "I .coming to Jerusalem atter bis third missionary
have called you friands, for ait things that t have j)urney, Il went in unto James; and ail the
hourd of my Father I have made koirn unto Elders were present," [Acta xxi. 18]. These
you," (St. John xv. 15). " Ye have not ehosen and other notices incidentally confirm the truth
4e, but [ have chosen you and ordained you " of the testimony of all autiquity, that James was
(St. John xv. 16). " Whatsoever ye bal bind the first bishop, or parpetual president, of the
on earth shall b bound in beaven," [St. Xtt. Church of Jerusalkem.
xviii. 181. lu Hie last prayeriHe disuogaisbes The few notices of Church government which
the Apostles fromn the rest of the followers [St. wa have in the Acts ali teach one principia,
John xvii. 20. Froni ail the references to thom viz: Apostolic merging into Diocesan Episco-
we learn that ministerial agency and authority pacy.--The Silent Missionqry.
was a leading princip le of fils Kingdom. Let
it be observed, also, that these Apostles wcre OffRIS TIANITY PRACTICAL.
chosen, not from below, but fron above; net by --

thepeople but by ehrist. Jesus gives His final Christianity should find its home in the heart,
commission to the Apoestls when, after tis re- not the brain. It is no speculative philosophy,
surrection, He meets the elevoen by appointment which men may be content with dreamingin Galileo. lRead it in St. Matt. xxviii. 16 20. b
This commission is full, absolute and porpetual. wondering, and talking over. It need not find
" Lo, I am with you,. alway, even unto tho ond vent in words, but it must be shown in our
of the world." This text alonerneets Lhe assor- daily lives, for it is entirely practical.
tion tbat the apostolic office was limited ta the Numbers of persons profeseing Chrisianity

Matthias malces twalve ; for the inspired go to church aither for the sake of respetabik
writer speaks of " the twclve " after the Ponte- ity, or because they like to hear an eloquent
cost, but bef¾rc St. Paul was converted [Acts sermon. They will listan and approve, deceiv.
vi. 2]. Si. Paul is thirteen. BIrnabas is tour- ing themseives into thinking that they are
teon [Acts xiv. 14]. Thus the charmd numbl

cf tulv is rokn. t. PnIscasaaloarareaily Chrisitians, whan ail tho whila they areof twelve iis brokeu. St. Paul'$ case alonre . .vlgapsieitleta prvl
fates the definition that an apostliu simplygiving a passive intellectuai approval,
who had " companied " with Jasas iron the ba quite satisfied with going so far, and with no
ginning. WLtnossinLc ta the resarrection was intention of going farther. Such porsoms are
not peculiar to apostes, for the commission to perhaps the most difficult te deal with. Their
bo witnesses [St. Luke xxiv. 48] was given to mental ra of the tenets of Chr stianity is
the disciples of lEmmaus and oters boides the e sp
Aposties. FsLve hundred brothren couid witnoss mistaken, e von by themselves, for Christianity
to His resurrection. Inspiration was net pecu- itseclf. They have a way of passing the pre-
liar to thern, for six of the Aposiles gave no cepta of the Gospei away from themselves, as if
avidance of inspiration, while St. Luke and Su. they did net need them, and applying them to
&Lrk do. Ot.herl basides apostles worked mir- other people. Their Chistianity is a thin crust
acles (1 Cr. xii. 10]. Christ saici te the Apos- on the surface, not a leaven which influences
tolie College: " Lo, I am with you alway, even their whole lives, aven the least thought and
anto the cnd of the worild." action.

After Chrit's Ascension the Apostles exer- St. James deals sharply with those who talk

cised supreme coutrol over the catire Church, very weli and do ne mare (. 14 17). ie cuts

and those who balieved ' continue-I steadrastîr into the root of the matter showing that Cnrist

in the Apostles' doctrine and fellows must dwell in Our hearts, and thea we shall act
i.v eip"e Ast for love of iim; but if we are content with

Aposues' disposa [ictas iv. 35]. Barnabas laid hearing and talking, it is a proof that we do
ta pric of bis ands aut the Apostles' feet [Acts not yet know Christ. We may notice that when

iv. 37]. The Pentecostal Church vas not dom- a man 1- truly coverted to Gad, ha sks, net
coratic, but an oligarchy, ruled by twelvo par- " What shall I era or " say,' bt 1 What
sons, who were neither appointed nor removed shal I do??" Sr.Luke m. 10, 12.13; xvii. 18;
by popu)ar will. Acta il. 37 ; ix. 6y'xvi. 30). We may contrast

with this the feeble excuse in the mouths of
Bitharto Lo other ministry is mentioned. many people. "1 never did anything very bad"

But now the Apostles appoint seven " Deacons." or "I have done no one any barin.,' Chris-
.Atough not called deacons in the Acte, exeget- tianity ia not negative, cont enting itseolf with
ical tradition is almost unanimous in favor of the absence of active and outrageous evil.
this view, and the latest and bost critics sustain There must be renunciation of cvil, and a posi-
it. the Apostiles appointed these deacons and tive and practical resiut in our lives.
ordained thom. " Lonk out arnoug yen savon Nor is a sufficient that wa should hear the
mon whom we may app>int over th is buiness" Word of God, either from the Uoly Scriptures
[Ace t vi, 3]. themselves or from sermons or discourses with

Then iwe read next [Acts xi. 30] of Eiders in a vague general resolve. There must b the
the Jerusalem Church, but we are not told in particular application te different parts of our
the Acts when this order was constituted, or character, and our resolve should bear fruit in
what precisely were its daties. Hlowaver it is action. For instance, we hear that it is Chriet's
hero. wilî that we should forgive Injurias done ta us,

So, thon, we have in the Jerusal cm Ciurclih but this is of no use unleses we resolve to forgive
three orders of rmnistera--viz, [1] Aposties, any particular injury that we may have suffered.
or suprema rulers andordaincrs, [z] Eiders, [3] Our- actions must bo ruled by God's Word, and
.Deacons. These last two nover oruained. wa shall thui go on stop by stap building (edi-

But it was not destined that the twelve ashould fying) ourselves up by God's help. Failures
romain in Jerusalem forevr. One Of them, will distress us, but we need never despair, if
" James, the brotherof John, lHerod killed with we see that the thing of chief importance is that
a sword," [Acts xii. 2] The Apostolic College each precept of Christiauity shail be made a
is broken up, and we uover read again of the rale of action. We want the constant help of
twelve as before. The government o! the twolve God, and such beautiful prayers as the Collect
at Jeru,-alem is now exchanged for the presi- for the day will help us te obtain it, go that we
deuey Of eue mta-'Jas, the Lord's brother.» eau foilow our Master's stops until we come to
From every notice of this man recorded in Hie presence in leaven.-Selected.
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