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WL 1 R ace bé ‘'with all them that love’ our. Lord: Jésus; Christ In sincerily.”—Eph. vi. 24.° L
: . % Earnestly contend for. the faith which was once delivered nnto thé sainis.”—Sude 8. = -
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‘THY  OHURCH DEFENCE. INSTITUTION—ABLE |-

ST

" ‘SPEEQE BY JHE BISHOP OF DURHAN.

"T'he - afinuhl Hesting of this institution wes
rendered ‘fiemorable by the remarkably able
and’ telling “spéech of the Bishop of Durham:

--'We dve glad” to'be ‘able'fo- filrnisk -our readers
. With everal sxtradts - fFom”this. powarful of
Coforgy M el e R ET T
¢ IHig'Lordship pegan by saying ::— - . -

e E:l e’,'x'b'éptidgig gﬁéif ‘,dér'x'x‘_andﬁﬁ‘n exceptional

-effort. This is thefact -which ‘I wish to im~

' pressupsn ‘your ‘intention to-day. - A large and
.. inprecedented ' addition:; has ‘been-made tothe
. elétoral roleswhols ‘masses: of “men excludéd

 hitherto-have'’been .admitted-to the franchise.

.- A'leap has: boen taken . in' the dark; and we
~..cunnot foresee-the consequences—social, politi-

. cal, or ecclesiastical. Now, I do not dwell on.
. this-: fact :from_any.-feeling of misgiving, still
. less of despairi;-I-have great confidencein the’

. gobriety -and judgment of the:people of :Enj-

. land, if only they be accurately informed; This

.- is'the duty which-fall§. upon the Chuxch-De-

. fonce Imstitution.. Iaishe.in'the position- to
. bear the, strain which: will: be.put ‘upon her in
- thig ¢risis? "Mhe-answer ‘to: this questivn “de-:

pends on the support which you will accord to
her, I say that it is yery important. that cor-

* rect information: should be diffused among the

people, . I think: L .may: fairly say that the
maases who will be introduced. to the franchise
in my own diocese.are.not certainly inferior in

-education or intelligence. to, those in other

Em'.ts;"but I amiquite, sure that the misappre-
ension abroad amongst them in matters relat-

_ing to the Church is yery serious. It is gene-

rally believed that the clergy are paid ouf of

. the taxes, and . that they receive not less than

'£700 .4 year each. I have heard that said more

. than once; and it is really a revelation when

you'paint out to such persons thatin the Bud-
get there is an estimate for the navy and an
estimate for the army, and you proceed to ask

" ‘where ther is any, charge for the maintenance

of the clergy. T mention this factto show how.

“wery great'the ighorance is, even among those

rclasses which ire credited, and rightly credited,
. with acertain amountof superiorintelligence—~

* the mining population in my owi diocese..

.:.p,, FBEEDOM IN THE OHURGH. © ©

. 3% hay Church;is- mors free. than our own
. /Chureh of. England ? What are the two tests

.- of ‘freedom?. They are surely these—freedom

- -of optnion, and freedom.of practical development.

. -Dogs_nop the Church of England. enjoy both

- these,.to_2 very .large extent indeec_l‘g' Her

- freedom of opinion has been indeed thrown at us
. as.areproach, . I confess I look upon it myself
... 88 our; glory. S0, long ‘as there is a loyal ad.
+ therepce 10 the ruain;doctrines of Christisnity,

--and in :loyal:,and practical obedience. to;;the

irch,: 8o long as both these exist; there is
very; little.latitnde of;iopinion allowed; and I
-am quite sure that the Church is a great gainer:
from -that freedom-—=from  the existence of:
. echpols.of thought, astheyare called=—apd for
. Qm;ﬁ& hat.ng MeBAOKIEC 001,0f ‘men, is
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A ] yself whethet"this freedom is
not, dué, 155 very-great extont; to the fact of
the Church being established. ' It:seems to me
that the fact of Establishment secures this free-
‘dom in.fwo: ways. First of all,the broad egis
of thé law is held over all parties.. The. trinm-
‘phant majority, whatéver it may be for the
moment, has no power to oppress the minority.
And. then, -sécondly, 'by the fact of Hstablish-
ment, the, clérgy are  bronght into. direet con-
tact with the mind of the nation, and are-thus
put iz harmony with the manifold- and varied
interests of the nation, These two: facts, it
seems to me, are-a most valuable guarantee
-against narrowness. "But I twn to the other
point—freedom “of practical development. . Has
any Church—I had .almost said from the begin-
ning—has any Church in .recent centuries
shown anything like the capacity of su-actical
development which the Church of England has
exhibited during the present generation? . Do

-we gpealt of missionary. enterprise, whether,at|.

home or abroad? TLook at her vartous evan-
golistic agencies. Do we turn to the educa-
tional movement? The Church was.the earliest
in the field;of -primary education, and at this
very moment educates . fifty per cent. more
‘children than the Board Scliools; and mauy,
times far more children than the other religious
bodies. Do we look, again, at philanthﬂcipiCal
works? Turn to the statistics of ;your Hospi-
tal Sunday, and you will find considerably
-more than two-thirds of the whole amount con-
tributed come from the contributions of the
Church of HBngland.  Freedom, therefore, we
haye—freedom of opinion, within ressonable
|imits, and freedom of practical development to
a very great extent.. Of course, I carndt shut
my eyes to-the fact that there are difficulties
here and -there, that perplexitiés-and: difficul-
ties will arise, that now and -ther thé-'shoe
piniches; but'it must be so'with every human
institution, and this is'a calculation of moreé or
legs, * * *7 L I * .00
.. . “LIBERATION.” o

But what am I to say of thas word “Libera-
tion ?”” - When I strike off 4 man’s fetters, when
I opén the prison doors tc . him, when 1 disen-
cumiber him from debt, I can understand how I
can speak of “liberating ”. him; butwhen I

I

"' strip. him of 'his clothes, when I rob him of his
" | purse or of his wafch, when I tuin himinto the

street as naked as when he came into the world,
why then I should consider that it is a real
abuse of terms to speak of it as. liberation.”
Now is this extravagant ?, _.Is this a caricature ?
1 would ask you to refer, to the programme of
the Liberation party with, regard to the Dis-
establisiment of the Church which théy put for-
ward a few years ago. . Ineed not dwell on that
programme; you know: how they .meant 1o
make a clean” sweep , of e’v;\r?;l’ﬁ"}lg."__I‘likg to
‘hear a spade called a spade. I confess I should
feel much more respect for this movement if it
bore some other name, ; If.a man gaid to me,
T -hate. the Church” of England; T.-want to
make r : 'éﬁkﬁasiI.léﬁg, sad to_001¢ b
injury Loan,” why L miglit notagrée with him,
btfi?g- all fevétita’yI‘f-'éh(%ﬂd"“ﬁéd‘%h@f@' fiop;d
withosim,.Bat swhen hespeaks of ‘libérating”
-1n

T conféss that.] have s little, diffonlty
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‘her strength in this fact. It is because:

and to’ do:it all the | adequate support for “her. g
(hind, {Anyone,’ therefors, who rea]

21

" If I'bave viewed.the Church hitheérto m

; » mainly
as, an Establishment, it is.not becauge I have -
forgotten the higher aspects of that, institution.” *
God forbid that I. shonld  counsel her to lz;,)c'e L
G- .
lieve that the Church of England, morE ikan -
any other body in this kingdom, represents the -
true Church of Christ, because.she approaches
more nearly than any other body to tEo Apos; -
tolic order and Apostolic doctrine, because I i
‘seem to. see in. her continuous history the pro: ",
yidential hand of God, because the works of' the - :
Holy Spirit are.abundanfly manifest ic her
later career—it is for these reasons thatI ven: -
tire to predict for hier, if she is only true to her- .
solf, o magnificent.career in the future. But -.
for this very reason I feel' bound to do the-wt-
most that in. me lies .to .avert .measures which
will in any way fotter or hamper, which will
.impede or delay, the high destiny which I con- '
fidently. anticipatefor her. -~ ... N
PROBABLE RESULTS OF DISESTABLISHMENT:

Tt is usual, I suppose, on these occasions to' '
dwell chiefly on the injury whigh“Disbstablish;
mentwould do to .‘the-work ‘of the Church at_ .
‘home, Certainly, I have no intention of at-' -
‘tempting to minimize that injury.. . Many raral:..
districts would probably for a time:be pagan- °,
ized; and in the great centres of population in
all probability the immediate ‘consequences’ .
would be very sevious. If the Church of Eng-
land is not the Church of the lowest of the poor
dnd of the outcasts oj this kingdom, then, certainly - -
no other body is. 'This position she oweg to the-
fact_ of her parochial organization.’ In the. "
largest town in my diocese, the Borough of |
Sunderland, during the six years of my episco- -
gate,‘ no less than five Dissenting -chapels have

een purchased by the: Churchi and- are :now-used .
for mission services.  Now I'do not blame these
Nonconformigt bodies for this, It was-the .
necessity of their position; Theywere congre- .
gational, if not in name, at least in fact, As
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| the neighborhood deteriorated, the. congrega-

tions migrated fo more respectable ilocalities, -
and the chapels were obliged to mi%ra'te also. ,,
The Church of England thereupon stepped ix, .
and vindicated her proud.-title:astlie evangelist..
of the poor.’ ‘But I want you, before. I sit down, -
to take a wider view ‘of the question. **Isagk
you to regard the Church of England in relation”.
to those daughter communions; the American and. ..
'Colonial Churches, and through them: to universal -
Christendom.  These'daughter Churches. are ex- .
tending ddily, spreading with the spresd of.the =
Englisij‘pe‘dplé:- “This seems to'me to be a'most ...
irnportant’ factor in- the futire’of: Christendom .
—the kernelof its'strength, and the'hope of its .-
-union. “ Now it is extremely important that .
the Church of England should'be in theposition
to do s mother's duty to these her daughter
‘Churches biit this she_cannot do.if ;she'is pud-
denly placed-in s position of utter destitution,. -
casting about for ways and wedns; and obliged .
to abandon Wlicilé'dgstrigt's bocarée.; ,'l_l:hgre iBno %
adequate, support for “her. spiritual’ agenaigs, . &
kg, thoret Ilz)‘.ﬂéé?;’qdi&gﬁﬂq%epiﬁ;%
thik gbent potensidlity, of:theBiglish Chnrchin,
‘thigfiibure, will ‘dohisiatmostito proseiyve-intacs, iy
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