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“HER FOUMDATIOMS ARE UPOM THE HOLY HILLS.” »

STAND YE IN THE WAYS, AND SEE, AND ASK FOR THE OLD PATHS, WHERE IS THE GOOD WAY, AND WALK TH‘EREIN}' AND YE SHALL FIND

T

REST FOR YOUR SOULS.—JEREMIAH VI 16.
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COBOURG, UPPER CANAD

A, SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1840.

[NUMBER XXVIL

Oviginal JPoetry,

For the Church.
ON CROSSING THE ATLANTIC IN 1829.

Hail Ocean wild ! hail Ocean free!
Indomitable main !
ough Britain boasts she ruleth thee,
‘Where has she fixed her chain ?

And is there none, to whom thy waves
Obedient rise or fall ?
¢8; He who from their coral graves
Thy drowned hosts shall call,

When thou shalt cease to be a dread,
Or object of desire,
cked from thy deep and vasty bed,
And quenched by conquering fire.

Ob, what a fearful banner then
Shall thy red foe display b
en, gorged with spoils of cindered men,
He covets thee for prey. 2

A hlss?ng horror thou shalt shew—
Wlul.e he, with sharpened zest,
1l kindle to a fiercer glow
8 fiercer curls thy crest.

In vain against his flaming front
y floods successive pour,
ere comes, till now unfelt, a want
moisture at thy core.

Then what shall rest of thee but scam—
N A void thy vaunted space ;
or less in all thy billows dumb
an man in all his race,

Who, who shall stand against the wrath
5y vealed in that dread day ?
who h,uth held his steady path
- InGodss appointed way, oo g ki’
i 0t the globe nvolvedin ot
~ e globe involved in fires
Or molten heaven can move—
ure, though all things else expire,
till lives a Saviour’s love.

C. M.

ON THE MANAGEMENT OF INCOME.
An Address to Churehmen.

By tee Rev. W. GresLey, M.A.

At the end of the old year, or soon after the beginning
‘Ol’l:] new, H\ost persons bestow some thought on their
y affairs. The tradesman computes his receipts
outgoings, with a view to ascertain whether his busi-

d P“)Spers or declines; the proféessional man reckons

. € 82ins of his profession, the landowner the produce

s 'Sestate: in short, every prudent man compares. his
Me and expenditure with a view that he may live ho-

mll}l'innd respectably in the station in which God has

m.
mﬂg"} Wish, my friends, to suggest one item in your
lelsthmon which perhaps some might not consider, un-
how Y Were reminded of it. I wish you to ascertain
Wllry:,m accounts stand with God, not the account of
Dit, bu:h, that would be a more fit subject for the pul-
Whegy, of your money. I wish you to ask yourselves

lm)n"irv}; ;”: have so employed the “unrighteous mam-
Wo
iy Wealth, be it great or small, that you have ad-

©d your interest in the everlasting mansions—whe-
yt"’“ can look back with satisfaction on the year that
Rlory o:“d say that you have spent your income to the
fellow. o: God and the advantage of your own and your
g Sners’ soyls,
th“em Scarcely oo much to say, that to many persons in
i mz"?%nt days, the mode in which they spend their
ey 18 perhaps one of the principal trials to which
T are subject,
l"ge : m&nfigement of our income is connected with so
bl‘melepomon of our moral conduct, that if a man be
Dresyyy S8 of any great offence on this score, it is a stfong
Other Ption that he has not offended God seriously in
indeq coPCCts.  Worldly wealth and competence are
the Etroireu tempfations. Whatever force we attach to
%95 the K“f?gu.ratlve language of our Saviour, when he
&e of 1t is easier for a camel to pass through the
ki, edo 8 heedle, than for a rich man to enter into the
™ of heaven,” the least we can say of it is, that it
ful, i ‘;:(;’ftbe very great circumspection which is need-
Yorgl ooF that we be not found amongst those whose
Y Hckres have contributed to their ruin.
e different modes of spending our income, I shall
po;_n_UCh with regard to those which are obviously
'ub.“n:t“:ely_ sinful.  Those persons who spend their
?ppeﬁte: In riotous living and pandering to their sensual
1§ 3 > Beed not be reminded that they are employing
angey lt’:??hase of everlasting misery. Those who
M ©Ir substance in sinful extravagance, to the
thay God ment of their children, require not to be told
Nentwm bring them to account for their misuse of
By ; S_Whlch he has committed to them.
any Mchwmh rather, that persons who are not guilty of
oo . cesses, but live respectably, decently, and
they ¥s Would be led to consider within themselves whe-
Fatherezs?(;e 80 using the good gif_'ts of their Almighty
ey secure to themgelves his favour:
Xilingy; ¢, my friends, this must be a subject of self-
it ig B °na_ an affair of individual conscience; and
Whey ™ Which ought not to be lightly thought of.—
g . find on the one hand, such strong language as
ang ep"“"es contain concerning the danger of riches,
of y \lnl} We read, on the other hand, as in the parable
PIOy JUst steward, that worldly wealth may be so em-
i ?:_to further, rather than impede our spiritual
Oury, Or’l 18 clearly our duty to take heed so to act that
& ¥ possessions may be a blessing and not a curse.
oup tweqly, I8t place, it will be well for us to consider that
u.‘,ry_ S 1ot our own, but God's ; it is lent to us on
Gog_ W 2re but stewards of the manifold gifts of
Wb.%e':rﬁ\lgbt to spend and be spent in God’s service.
M, do should be for his glory. “Charge
thy ¥ tal:e rich in this world (says St. Paul to Timo-
':hying“p in ey be ready to give and glad to distribute ;
 fime 4 Store for themselves a good foundation against
‘lle,e and come that they mayhave eternal life.,”  From
&ﬁptme’ Many other passages which abound in holy
Wgpg Iwalt 18 0ot to be inferred that we are to give our
lq. Y even in God's service with a lavish and reck-
Bty ;‘l‘a’:,:ut With a discreet and prudent liberality.
e dutie.e lsls in the midst of many social and do-
E’,uﬁ“&" .Of t. Paul .expressly bids us “owe no man
M“‘"“Cﬁon c.our'se, in the present state of mercan-
Y anggp. 8, 1t will often happ?n that a man may
°°“‘idem‘i:n“demble sums while others may owe
g™ View of Sy more. It were a too punctilious and
sﬁl]ehon of the c:ptural precept to suppose that the in-
the e ‘postle applies to such a case as this.
Pt “owe no man anything” is a valuable

Jer

th,

Say

o~ .| same. time poorer in tha sight o ¢
~ | made no progress u 118 TAVOUY, 1o advance to the ever-

ther you have made such good use of your

rule, and teaches us plainly, that when, upon the calcu-
lation of our yearly expenditure, we find our debts ex-
ceeding our means, it is our first duty, as honest men, to
take active measures to pay them, so that our creditors
may not be losers.

Again, the Scripture expressly says, that it is the duty
of every man “to provide for his own.”” Parents espe-
cially are bound to provide for their children, to give
them an education suitable to their station ; and, in the
present state of society, to endeavour to furnish them
with the means of entering upon life creditably and re-
spectably.

These are duties recognized by the Word of God;
but as they are duties, so also they are trials; for many
persons in their desire to provide for their children, and
to pay their just debts, and to live honestly and respect-
ably, forget that God has claims on them as well as their
neighbours and their family.
arrived at its close and they have the satisfaction of ba-
lancing their accounts and find that they can honestly
meet évery claim, nay perhaps that a considerable sum
is funded for their children, they are startled by the ques-
tion, “ Whether they have paid their debts to God?
Whether they have devoted to his service that portion of
their income which might reasonably be expected from
them ? They are offended, perhaps, if they are reminded
that their income has all been spent upon themselves or
their families, which is the same thing ; that though they
may have satisfied every claim which is due to their
neighbours, God has an outstanding debt against them
which they have taken no steps to pay, perhaps have left
entirely out of theircalculation.” And therefore, though
it may be that they are richer in worldly wealth than
they were the year before, yet, alas! they may be at the
: they may have

lasting mansions. “There is,”” says Solomon, “that
maketh himself rich yet hath nothing ; there is that ma-
keth himself poor, yet hath great riches.” Some may
suppose that this subject does not apply to them, because
they are not rich; but do they not remember that the
poor widow cast in her mite to the treasury, and obtained
the approbation of the Iord, more than those who cast
in of their abundance ? Others perhaps may think them-
selves excused, because, on balancing their accounts
they find that so far from being able to lay by for their
children, they are not able to pay their just debts. But
such persons I would remind, that possibly the derange-
ment of their affairs may be a judgment upon them, be-
cause they have devoted no part of their income to God.
They have neglected to put forth their money to interest
where it was sure of a profitable yreturn: for we know
that what is lent to the Lord will he repaid abundantly.
Let them, another year, give God his due, and perhai)s
they will find themselves richer rather than poorer, from
having made him their friend.

That the neglect to devote a due portion of our worldly
substance to the glory of God is avery general sin, may,
I think, be proved incontestably by the following consi-
deration :—If there is any religious duty, of this class,
more obviously incumbent on us than another—if there
is any deed of piety and benevolence, which, performed
in faith, would most surely meet with God’s approval,
and so pave our way, through Christ’ s all-sufficient merits
1o the kingdom of glory—it is surely the furnishing the
means of salvation to perishing souls—the enabling our
poorer brethren-to obtain religious instruction and enjoy
the ordinances of the Church.  Ang yet, shameful to say,
in this land, which is the wealthiest of all lands under
heaven, and especially in our greatmetropolis, it is noto-
rious that there are thousands and millions of poor men
who have no Church in which to worship God—no mi-
nister to induce them to go thither. Now here is a great
national sin, evident and undeniable, which we have to
share amongst us. It isa very serious and alarming
thought. The national ungodliness cries aloud to hea-
ven, so that one is tempted to wonder wherefore God so
long endures it ; and we are but just beginning to at-
tempt to remedy the evil.

Whence has arisen this strange and undeniable neg-
lect of God's glory ? Is it that we are so poor that we
cannot afford to build churches for our people, or procure
for them the ordinances of religion ? No, surely. We
have abundant means at hand for every other national
object, but for this alone the means are not forthcoming.
How different from the conduct of the wise Solomon,
who would not build his own palace, nor fit out his navy,
until he had completed God’s holy temyle at Jerusalem.

But do not let uslook at this subjectin a mere gene-
ral and national point of view, and so shft the responsi-
bility to our rulers; although I must avow my conviction
that they are highly blameable in not attending to this
matter; butlet us consider what we ousselves ought to
be doing—Ilet us ask ourselves why the diocese or neigh-
bourhood in which each of us resides, has not Churches
and resident ministers, and schools of religious learning
proportionate to the wants of the people ? Why is it that
these undertakings proceed so slowly ? Why is it, in
London, for instance, that where two hundred Churches
at least are wanting, the Bishop bas not been able to ob-
tain funds for thirty ? Why is it that of those Churches
which have been built, in many parts of the country,
many are so inferior to the structures of former days?
Why is it that the endowment of almost all of them 1s in-
sufficient for the maintenance of a resident Pastor? Is
it because we cannot afford more for God’s glory, or that
we will not ? There can be no question, that it is because
we choose rather to lay out our money in other ways.
The rich man will lay out £10,000, or a great deal more
perhaps, in his own costly mansion, and, if he subscribe
two or three hundred pounds to build Churches, shall be
deemed liberal. And so he is in comparison with others;
but oh, what a libel on a Christian country that it should
be so. The same preference of our own luxuries and
comforts and vanities to God's glory, descends through
every rank of life. Is it not a certain and undeniable
fact, that the only reason why we have not money for
God's service, is because we deliberately choose to lay it
out in equipages and furniture, and costly entertain-
ments, and fine clothes, and other indulgences, of which
if we would but deny ourselves, we should have abun-
dant reasons for every purpose of charity and religion.
And these observations apply to persons in every rank
of life, except to the parish pauper. We all might do
much to promote the glory of God if we would but exer-
cise a little self-denial.

Do I mean to say that it is sinful to have our comforts
and refinements—that we shall be called in judgment
for using the good gifts of Heaven according to our re-
spective stations? No, I only assert that we ought not
to spend our whole income on them, but reserve areason-
able and considerable portion for our Maker's service.

And so when it is said we ought to be “just before we

And when the year has

e

are generous;’’ We ought to pay our just debts before
we give our money away; I allow at once the duty of
doing so. But then I ask, why do we contract debts
which' shall absorb all our means and leave none for God.
The sin is in contracting the debt, not in payingit. And
so again, when it 18 argued, that we ought to lay by a
provision for our children, T adwit the duty most fully;
but do not admit that we ought on that account to de-
fraud God of his due.  If a man, for instance, had £500
a-year, and resolved to lay by one hundred of it each
year for his chilfian, I'should say te did well. But then,
ont of the remamning income, he owht to set apart a por-
tion for God's service, and not employ it all in his own
‘living. This would not be to rob his children, but to
exercise a wholesome s€lf-denial cver himself.

This is what we want, my frieids, a wholesome self-
denial and a greater zeal for the honour of God. So
that we shall be content to see aur neighbours perhaps
with a better house than our own or a somewhat ]arger
establishment, or a smarter equipsge, or finer clothing,
or even allow them to stand a Jittk above us in the scale
of society. Yea, rather that we giould rejoicein these
things, if we know that the moneyso saved is devoted to
God's glory; and that weare soemploying the “ mam-
mon of unrighteousness” that jtmay aid us in our way
to the eternal mansions. ]

In making these observations especting the manage-
ment of our income, I am boundto say, that they might
have been brought forward more (trongly some years ago
than they can at present. Thereisa zeal for God and
a liberality springing up in many marters which it is joy-
ful to behold. Still, I trust, thee are but the beginning
of a course of holy exertionir Gd's cause. Much re-
| maius to be done in the way. afording Christian in-
struction and religious education to our brethren. And
I sincerely trust, my Christian frisnds, that we shall be
ready to advance onward with the current of holy zeal
which is setting in, and which we¢ may trust, through
God's mercy, will yet rescue our Dition from the conse-
quence of past indifference. If Goj should prosper the
good cause, we may yet look forwarl to the time, and
that not far distant, when sound religioy shall again per-
vade our social system; when the Chwch shall again be,
what it has long been only in name, a National Church,
and Christianized England shall spreid to every region
of the world the knowledge of the Saviur’s name.

But this great work must be brouglt about by indivi-
dual and united exertion, and especialy by the exercise
of self-denial, and the devotion of ourmeans to the ser-
vice of God. And to this end we shald all of us fore-
cast before hand, so that a certain porion of our income
every year may be set apart for him. Then, instead of
murmuring at eachnew scheme of charty and piety which
is devised, we should rather bless Godthat he has put it
into the hearts of his servants to devse them. Instead
of calculating how little we can give so as to save our
credit, we shall be anxious rather toafford as much as
we are able ; yea, if need be, even leyond our power.
Our chief care shall be to determine—what are really
sound and useful institutions—what jave received the
sanction of the best and scundest Clistians, especially
our Spiritual Pastors the Bishops, wlom God hath set
over his Church, and to these we shald cordially and
liberally contribute.

By such a management of our incoms, I think it might
be confidently expected that at the encof each returning
year, we shall find ourselves richer nther than poorer,
because God’s blessing will be with us  We shall have
escaped those rivalries of worldly vaity and expense
which are often productive of so mwh heart burning
and vexation. We shall have laid up for our children
an inheritance far better than silver an¢ gold, or lands or
houses, even God's blessing which is promised to the
children of the righteous. We shall se: God’s kingdom
prospering around us, and shall have a ©od hope of ad-
mission, through our Saviour’s merits, t those everlas--
ting mansions which our Heavenly Fathe hath prepared
for them that love him.

OF MINISTERS’ MAINTENANCE.

From the works of Fuller.

Maintenance of ministers ought to be plentifui certain, and
in some degree proportionable to their deserts.—1It slould be plen-
tiful, because their education Was very chargeable to it them for
their profession, both at school and the University : ‘heir books
very dear; and those which they bought in folio, shrink quickly
into quartos in respect of the price their executors can get for
them. Saynot that scholars draw needless expenses on them-
selves by their own lavishness, and that they should rather lead a
fashion of thrift, than one of rigt; for let any man tax the bill
of their necessary charges, and it amounts to a great sum, yea,
though they be never s0 800d husbands.. Besides, the prices of
all commodities daily ise higher ; a7 persons and professions ate
raised in their manner of liVing; scholars, therefore, even a-
gainst their wills, m‘f“ otherwhijles be involved in the general ex-
pensiveness of the tmMes; it bheiny jmpossible that one spoke
should stand still, when all the w},0.] ¢urns about.

Objection.—But many needlessly charge themselves in living
too long in the University, Sucking so long of their mother, they
are never a whit the wiser for it ; whilst others not staying there
so long, nor going through the porch of human arts, but entering
into divinity at the postern, haye p,o 4, good preachers, providing
their people wholesome meat, though not so finely drest.

Answer—Much good may it qo poin very hearts that feed on
it. But how necessary a competent knowledge of those sciences
is for a perfect divine, is knowp 44 every wise man.—Let not
men’s suffering be counted their g1t nor those accused to stand
idle in the market, whom no mgy, hath hired—Many would leave
the University s00ne%, if calleq jnto the country on tolerable
conditions.

Because ministers are to subgjst i o free, liberal, and comfort-
able way.——Bﬂ]“m the false Prophet rode with his two men;
God's Levites had one Man.—Qk, let not the ministers of the
Gospel be slaves fo others and seryants to themselves! They are
not to pry into gain through every small chink. ¥t becomes them
rather to be acquainted With the na eq of things, than with the
prices, and to know them rather g4 they are in the world, than in
the market : otherwise, if his moang o gmall; and living poor, ne-
cessity will bolt him out of hig gyp study, and send him to the
barn, when he should be at his bogl or make him study his Eas-
ter Book more than all other writey Hereupon some wanting what
they should have at home, have qone what they should not, abroad.

Because hospitality is expected a their hands.—The poor come
to their houses, a8 if they had interest in them, and the minis-
ters can neither receive nor refuse them. Not to relieve them
were not Christianity, and to relieve them, were worse than infide-
lity, because therein they Wrongtheir providing for their own family.
Thus sometimes are they forced to be Nabals against their own
will; yet it grieveth them to send away their people empty.—But
what shall they do, seeing they cannot multiply their loaves and

fishes ? Besides, clergymen’ are deeply rated to all payments.—
Oh, but that their profession were as highly prized, as their es-
tate is valued!

Because they are to provide for their posterity, that after the
death of their parents, they may live, though not in an high,
yet in an honest fashion, neither leaving them to the wide world,
nor to a narrow cottage.

Because the Levites in the Old Testament had plentiful pro-
vision.—Oh, ’tis good to be God's pensioner, for he giveth large
allowance. They had cities and suburbs, (houses and glebe lands,)
tithes, free-will offerings, and-their parts in first-fruits and sacri-
fices. Do the ministers of the Gospel deserve worse wages for
bringing better tidings ? Besides the Levites’ places were here-
ditary, and the sont sure of his father’s house and land without a
faculty ad succedendum patri,

Because the Papists in time of Popery gave their priests plen-
tiful means.—Whose benefactors so bountiful to them, may serve
to cond the covet of our age towards God’s ministers,
in» such who have more knowlcdge, and should have more reli-
g:on.

Objection.—But in the pure primitive time the means were least,
and ministers the best : and now-a-days, does not wealth make
them lazy, and poverty keep them painful? Like hawks, they

fly best when sharp. The best way to” keep the stream of the
clergy sweet and clear, is to fence out the tide of wealth from
¢oming unto them. g

Answer.—Is this our thankfulness to the God of Heaven, for
turning persecution into peace, in pinching his poor ministers?
‘When the commonwealth now makes a feast, shall neither Zadok
the priest, nor Nathan the prophet, be invited to it? that so the
footsteps of primitive persecutioh may still remain in these peace-
able times, amonyff thie Papis, in their needless burning of

eandles ; and amongst-the Proté ents, (in the poor mieans of their
ministers~—And what if seshe

~lie spurs unto virtue, into |

Lord commands us to take no thought for the morrow, and forbids
us to lay up treasures upon the earth, while yet his apostle hesi-
tates not to pronounce a neglect to provide for them of our own
house a denial of the faith, it is obvious, that although providence
and forethought are synonymous, and consequently the language
of our Saviour and of St. Paul, if strictly interpreted, would seem
to be at variance; yet the thing prohibited is anxiety, and the
thing commanded prudence ; qualities not so closely connected,
that a command of the one would be necessarily inconsistent with
a prohibition of the other.  Another illustration of this truth is

afforded when St. Jude exhorts his readers to contend earnestly

for the faith which was once delivered to thé saints; yet St. Paul

in the text declares, that the servant of the Lord must not strive.

Here we must needs suppose, that St. Jude preseribes the duty,

and St. Paul the manner in which it should be performed, and
then allis consistent and intelligible. It is the duty of every
Christian, but most especially of the ministers of the Gospel, to
contend earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to the
saints; but yet, though we are to contend earnestly, we are not.to
contend angrily, not to strive for victory rather than truth, or to
exhibit ahy of those tempers which ordinarily agitate the scenes of
earthly contention. In this sense the servant of the Lord must
not strive.—Sermon preached at the Visitation of the Lord Bishop

of Lincoln, 1837, by the Rev. E. G. Marsh, M. A., Rector of Wal-

tham.

PRAYER.

Is the use of old forms, continually repeated without varietyy.
consistent with spiritual and acceptable prayer? Why not? If
they simply and fully express the desivesand feekngs of your hearts,
and you go along with them, and assent to fiem as they are read,
there is prayer; and the prayer is #5 munt your own as if it had

the stirrups of pride, grow idle and insolent ? let them soundty
suffer for it, themselves, on God’s Bléssing; but let not the bees
be starved, that the drosies may be punished.

Ministers’ maintenance should be certain ; lest some of them
meet withi: Labans for their patrons and parishioners; changing
their wages ten times; and at last, if the fear of God doth not
fright them, send them away empty.

It is unequal that there should be an equality betwixt all min-
isters’ maintenance—except that first there were made an equality
betwixt all their'parts, pains and piety. Parity in means will
quickly bring a level and flat in learning ; and few will strive to
be such spiritaal musicians, to whom David directeth maay
Psalms, “ 7o him that “excelleth,” but will even content them-
selves with a canonical “sufficiency, and desiring no more than
what the law requires; more learning would be of more pains,
and the same profit, seeing the mediocriter goeth abreast with
optimée.-

Objection—But neither the best nor the most painful and
learned get the best preferment.—Sometimes men of the least,
get livings of the best worth; yea, such as arenot worthy to be
the curates to their curates, and crassa ingenia go away with op-
tima sacerdotia.

Answer.—Thus it ever was and will be. But is this dust only
to be found in churches and not in civil courts? Ts merit every
where else made the exact square of preferment? or did ever any
urge, that all officers should be made champain for their profits,
none higher than other? Such corruptions will ever be in the
church, except there were a law, (ridiculous to be made, and
impossible to be kept,) that men should be no men, but that all
patrons, in their elections or presentations of ministers, should
wholly divest themselves of by-respects of kindred, friendship,
profit, affection, and merely chuse for desert; and then should
we have all things so well ordered, such pastors and such people,
the church in a manner would be triumphant whilst militant.—
Till then, though the best livings light not always on the ablest
men, yet, as long as there be such preferments in the church,
there are still encouragements for men to endeavour to excel, all
hoping for, and some happening on, advancement.
Objection.—But ministers ought to serve God merely for love
of himself: and pity but his eyes were out, that squints at his
own ends, in doing God’s work.

Answer.—Then should God’s best saints be blind ; for Moses
himself had an eye to the recompense of reward.—Yes, ministers

‘may look not only on their eternal, but on their temporal reward,

as motives to quicken their endeavours, And though it be true,
that grave and pions men do study for learning’s sake, and embrace
virtue for itself, yetitis as true that youth (which is the season
when learning is gotten) is not without ambition, nor will ever
take pains to excel in any thing, when there is not some hope of
excelling othersin reward and dignity.~—And what reason isit’
that whilst Law and Physic bring great portions to such as marry
them, Divinity, their elder sister, should only be put off with
her own beauty? 1In after ages men will rather bind their sons
to one gainful, than to seven liberal sciences; only the lowest of
the people would be made ministers, which cannot otherwise sub-
sist; and it will be bad, when God’s church is made a sanctuary
only for men of desperate estates to take refuge in it. :

However let every minister take up this resolution: 7o
preach the word, to be instant in season, aut gf season, reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.”—Tf thou hast
competent means comfortably to subsist upon, be the more thank-
ful to God the fountain, to man the channel, painful in thy
place, pitiful to the poor, cheerful in spending some, careful in
keeping the rest.—If not, yet tire net for want of a spur; do
something for love, and not all for mmey; for love of God, of
goodness, of the godly, of a good consience.—Know, ’tis better
to want means, than to detain them the one only suffers, the
other deeply sins; and it is as dangerois a perseeution to religion
to draw the fuel from it, as to cast waer on it.—Comfort thyself
that another world will pay this worlds debts, “and great is thy
reward with God in heaven.”— A veward; in respect of his pro-
mise; a gift, in Tespect of thy worthlessness; and yet, the less
thou lookest at it, the surer thou shaltfind it, if labouring with
thyself to serve God for himself, in respect of whom, even hea-
ven itself is but a sinister end,

APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS IN SCRIPTURE.

The simplicity of the langnage of Seripture, the absence of that
systematie precision,. and of that guardedness of expression, to
which other writers resort from fear of misapprehension or cavil,
is one characteristic of its divine original. He who speaks as ne-
ver man spake is above those little artifices, by which men are
anxious to Preserve an appearance of studied consistency in their
statements, and therefore Propounds every sentiment in its naked
force, without regard to apparent contradictions which’ sophistry
might fasten upon it, but by which honesty of purpose can never
be misled, and which reverence for the word of inspiration will ea-
sily explain. This remark may serve to illustrate the strength of
some of those statements which are made in Seripture, concerning
the doctrines of grace on the one hand, and human responsibility
on the other—statements in which verbal criticism or a short-
sighted philosophy may fancy a disagreement, but which simple
piety will perceive to be both essentially true, even when it finds
them hard to reconcile. '"The same variety will be found. in some
pusigea which prescribe a moral duty, where a verbal discrepancy

may ti strike a 1 reader, but which will present no

‘been then newly conceived, for prayer is the outpouring of the
heart, and you have poured out yours before God. And so, on
the other hand, however readily you may pour out the words of
prayer yourselves, or how much soever you may be p"le.nsed by lis-
tening to the gift and fluency of another,.you must needs confess
that, unless your spirit be engaged in the work, and the words ex-
press the actual desires and affections of your heart, and you follow
with the understanding also, as far, at least, as you are concerned,
there is no prayer, but a mereifeless and unprofitable form. 1t is
true, a moving strain of prayer, that is new, may raise a momen-
tary flash of devotion, or draw tears into the eyes of many ; but to
what profit? To what other purpose than the deluding of their
souls, by leading them to mistake natural excitement for spirifual
influence, and to rest in such impressions, when unconvinced and
unhumbled for sin, and knowing nothing of God as their reconciled
Father in Jesus Christ ? Do not mistake it. The chief work of
the Spirit in prayer is, not to give a readiness of utterance at ev.er); :
season of public worship to one or two in a econgregation, but to
excite the hearts of all by so quickening their affections towards
God, and raising their desires after spiritual blessings, that they
may all with one mind and one mouth glorify God. And so,-
blessed be God, many are the livirfg witnesses who can declare to
his praise, that the use of a form, simple, pure, and comprehensive
as ours of the Church of England is, not only does not restrain
the exercise of grace, but rather helps it ; and who know and are
sure that their Lord and Master owns and comforts them in the
use of it.—Rev. J. F. Todd.

THE KING’S SUPREMACY.

The very system of religion which the king is bound by the
word of God to establish and maintain, debars him from the as-
sumption of any sacerdotal function. If we find from that word,
which confers upon him all his authority, and is to be the rule of
his conduct, that the exercise of functions purely spiritual has
been conferred by Divine authority upon an order of men set
apart by & special commission from Christ himself, then it follows:
that this is one principle of that religion which™ the civil magis-
trate is authorised to establish. His very authority, therefore,.
becomes at the same time his restraint. As the commission is-
sued by the great Founder and Sovereign of the Church not only
conferred those powers on the first heralds of his word, but se-
cured their transmission by a legitimate succession throughout all
ages to‘a regularly anthorised ministry, so the eivil ruler is bound
to establish and support this Divine institution, but not to change
it. He has, therefore, no power either to execute, or to qualify
any to execute, functions which are purely spiritual ; but is bound
to maintain in its integrity that which is obviously the ordinance
of’ God.— Falloon’s Apostolic Church. -

THE HOUSE OF LORDS.

‘We all remember the outery raised in 1835, against our house,
of whose conduct upon the Irish, and also upon the English cor-
poration bills, neither you nor I ever can speak, without deep
regret and marked disapproval. A Kind of crusade against the
Peers was thien undertaken by the supporters of the ministry —I
verily believe to the great annoyance of their patrons—no Bor,lion
of the country was left unagitated; no part of the Billingsgate
vocabulary remained uAnexhausted; no vows of vengeance, no-
threats of measures, no notices of direet motions, were spared.
Public meetings, which signally failed, however, in England, and
only succeeded through curiosity in Scotland, were loudly appeal-
ed to against the Lords. The press, especially the ministerial
portion of the press, maintained a daring fire into the Lords:
The Crown was urged to escape revolution, by ¢ swamping’ the
Lords. The Government was called upon to make their election
between their own destruction and that of the Lords. The man
was marked for vengeance—was proseribed for life—be his opinions-
ever so liberal, who dared to utter a word in behalf of the Lords.
As the vacation had been, so was the session that succeeded this
clamorous holiday tide. I was then living in this distant retreat ;
and really, if Ihad been disposed to trust the newspaper accounts,
published under the patronage of the government, and had not re-
ceived privateintimationsfrom time to time, I should have been led
to believe that the days of the Upper House were numbered. Such
meetings ! Such unprecedented throngs of people torecord their ha-
tred! Such ‘tremendous shouts,’ resembling those, no doubt, which:
were, with a degree of falsehood, to my certain knowledge, unpre-
cedented, alleged by the government prints to have since attended
certain other public exhibitions! Such ‘mighty masses’ of people
congregated to express their resolution against the aristocracy !
Really, but for aslight tincture of truth which now and then
found its way into the mixture, and at onee clarified the whole,
such as the unprecedented ‘crowd’ of a Middlesex county meeting
in a riding-school, and the ‘unheard-of numbers flocking to a
Westminster meeting,’ holden in a room at a coffee-house, one
should have supposed that the country was raised as in May, 1832,
and that secession or annihilation were the only alternatives for
our ‘Order.” Then came the parliamentary clamour, certainly not
discouraged by the government. On the contrary, the language
held, even in the Upper House, and not by the most violent of ¢ur
friends, was that of an appeal from the Lords to the country. As
for the Commons, there were notices of motion given for a very
early day, and the most firm determination was repeatedly ex-
pressed to persevere in bringing forward the question of a peerage
teform, as those very sage and reflecting persons were pleased glibly

to phrase it, affecting to have some clear idea on a subject upon

serious difficulty to a humble disciple. When, for instance, our
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