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AN ANCIENT VALENTINE.

Nthe last number of the Aniquariat, page:Z4,
was given, a biographical sketch of Governor
Simcoe. The followisig, (wvbich we reprint fram

89 the Anterican Hisforicat Record for February,
1812>, referring to an event in his carly.life, show.%s that his
devotion to thc God of War, did flot entirely absorb his
attention. I n the winter of 1778-9, W hile in command of
the Rangers, lie cstablished a fortified camp at thc village of
Oyster Bay on the nord> shore of Long Island wbcre vessels
were well sheltcrcd frc m storms on the Sound. There he.
made bis headquartcrs at the house of Samuel Townsend, who
wvas a niember of tle New York Provincial Assemibly in 1776.
While hie was there, Major Andre and othcr young British
officers visîtcd himi ; and in the housc was an abject of special
attraction in the pcrse'n of Mr. Townscnd's daughter Sarah,
then about sixttcn ycars of age. She wvas the toast of these
young men, and Sinicoc iîvas regarded as a niost fortunate
being in basking iii the daily sunshine cf bier charmis. Hîs
beart seemcd to have bcai somcw bat touchicd by the Ilten-
der passion, " and on St. Vaientine's day lie addressed a
poetical Epistle to Mvliss Toun>send, asking bcer to clioose him
for bier Valcntùie. To this bie appcnded a peu-and.ink
Sketch of twa bicarts initerp;crced by an arrow, and bcaring
respectivcly the initiais or lier and bis name of ivlîich a fac-
simile is givcn on the fuUloing page.

Miss Townscnd did sint choose the large and bandsome
Lieutenant-Colonel ho be bier Valenitine. H-e bad cut down
lier fatber's fine apple orchard, and formed an abatis of the
trees for bis fort on Fort 1-I iii, and lier polihîcal sentiments were
flot in accordance with bis. She did not wed lier.lover and,
like other maidens who became matrons, have this effusion
framed and hung up as a precîous memento. She died un-

marie in1cmbr 842, at the age of eighty yçars.


