_ the finishing touch to the arrangements, and: Robert w
o eng'mged at his business, when M. vBunkm put-his heéad:
" in at the door, requested him to stop up- -stairs and spew]\

CANADIAN SUNDAY MAGAZINE. .- '

boating-party noxt week. Ch‘mge your mind, hke a
good fellow, and come with us.”

“No, no, I couldn’t leave the business whllo your
father’s ill- - But you'ro so mueh in del)b aheady, I fe‘u
no one will lend you again.’

“« My friends are moro good-natmed than you give

. them credit for; atall events, I’ll gee. wlmtI can do f01 S
: you so keep up your “heart.” e
“And thus the two youths parted, Robert to walk slowly‘ S
towards his unele’s house, while Harry set off to keepan - -
appointment with a set of companions wild and thought- *+ 7"

less as himself.. Tho cousins had been much attached
since their school-days, and it was owing to this friend-

ship that Robert had obtained the situation of assistant “

in his uncle’s establishment when the death of his
father rendered it necossary for him to seck employment.
Harry was a warm-héarted, good-natured lad, but

" lacking the steady principle which a good mother’s pre-
cept and example had early instilled into Robert’s mind

A week passed ‘since. the foregoing conver: sation.
Harry was in high spirits about the boating-party wluch
wag'to como off next day. e had just gone out to gwo

with old M. I\Lanm 8, who wished him to oxplain some-

thing in the accounts. Robert remarked, ashe prepareq .
to obey the summons, “I did not think my uncle was

ablo to attend business yet.” _
““So it appears,” replied the clerk drily; “however,
it's well for him ho hassome one to look after his interests
while- he’s ill;” ‘and he glanced meaningly into the
youno- man’s fftcc who, puzzled by his words and’ man-
ner, followed in silence to the doo1 of his uncles bed- '
room.: Dol
M. Bunkm knocked softly, and bemg desir od to entel -




