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Ny mother and aIl tl:e rest of us vere in tle
greatest distress and nnxiety, chiefly, of course
oi accoint OF My fitlher's precarious condition
but also on accouint of the continued absence
of his confidential clerI, whom WC have ieer
seen ni leard froin up to tliis time, but you niay
bc sure tlit nunc of us lid any idea or thought
ot' husiness of any kind intil sone of he in sur-
ance adjusters arrived in consequence of the
letters sonebody limd writlen to one of the
newspapers ; then We had to ask the adjiusters
to talk to theclerks who hald been employed in
tle store, but they declined te do se, and asked
Men to Send for soene frieid of my father s in
whoim we lad confidence, i order lit they
mighLt lave aslistance and supervision whilet
malking tleir investigations.

The adjusters at once began to work at tle
few books my fallier liad savcd, se liat when
our friend ir. Marvin arrived they were well
advaiced wilh tlicir laborsi, and were ready to
join in the examination of the clerks, anongst
whvni was the one who liad lad charge of the
insnrances. From hlm they learn thatny father
hald always liad ai Accident Insurance policy
lu the citizenîs' risuîrance Ceomntlily of Mon-
treal, and hald talein out an extra lire policy in
the' ils. Ce. ion accoulit of the iînrease
of his stock of gonds.

Mr. Tarvin ow 'commuiiin1nicated with the
Guiarantece coipany of North Ameri-ca, beceause
lie feared tliat my father's confidential clerk had
abscondeß witl the proceeds of the discoiitiug
of over tliee thousand dollars worth ef notes.
So in a short lime WC liad quite a numîîîber of
insuirance people te visit us, aIl of whom were
*very conrteoîr us and considerate te us, cltliigh
Mr. Marviii said they were xtremIely partidular
: eilîtir examinations and investigations of
everly tinlg.

During aIl this inie my fathîer was very
sick, soenîtinies iiiconsciosli, and smetimes
delirious, se flie doctor refused te allow him to
be spokeni te about any business matter, merely
telling hi il nhat his friend Marvin was here and
ail was going on all riglit, sootLhing him when
lie was excited, and doing aIl lie could for lis

-recovery ; yet my mother and such of us lis
"acre old enouigli ta think, but not old enougli
to be entrsted with the business, Were sure we
-vere ruined, becaîîse we leard from time to time
about the clerk riniting awcy witi th mony

-and knew of the burning of se maniy goods and
ie biitdiîigs, but neitier knîew uor inderstood

anytling akbolit insurance. Tlhis feeling, added
ta 'Our anxiety concerning my father aîd the
fatigue of constant attendance ulpon him1îî, made
us all ver desponilent, se iliat the doctor gave

'us aîll what lie called a I voel tonic," .but
'urhilheli We thoulut was a roug i sOrt of a
lecture.

About C fortnight Cgo, seeiîîg flint .1'e w'er'i
-s lie said, beIaving very badJy, becaied ire
.lAd not recovered ,ither strenîgtl or courage,
tlic doctor told us that ny father was lien out
of inmediate dalger, and tRilhat lwanted us ail
to be in the rootu te nmiet tle gentlemen frein
the insurance coupanies, who lied something te
say to i's and Mr. larvii, wl:icli inigli tperlials
ie better tlian one of his tonics, chether vocal

or liquid ; the doctor's report of my ft'thr's
safety raised our spirits at once, se that we

became interested in tlhe interview with:tie

gentlemen from the insurance companies, who
were introduced te us by Mr. Marvin, and one
by one told us things whic te us were full of
pleasant surprise.

First, was a gentleman froin the Oltizens'
Insurance Company who aid they era ail
glad te learn that ny father was now out of
danger, and he hald to tell is tlit his Company

'ould pay my father thirty dollars for every
week lue was disabled by the accident, lu
accoIdanîuce wuith the accident policy of bi
comIpany6

Then the gentleman from the Guarantee
Company of North Ameriea said his Company
vould repay te my father the amouit lis con-

fidential clerk lied run away with, as provided
in the guarantee policy used by his compaey.

Next spoke a gentleman who said he repre-
sented the -- Fiue Tus. Co. io would pay
the amount of the loss un the stone building,
which (all but the wall) was destroyed by the
lire.

Tien anotier gentlemen said that, owing te
the peculiar circuumstance of bhe increased
insurance on the stock, lue lad felt it te bc his
duty te be very particular in his examinations
and investigations, and se laid bothered Mr.
Marvin nearly out of his temper ; but now tiat
lue fbund everything t be ionest and tne the
fire insurance companies woulld pay over the
amont of the loss and damage te the goods
and furniture and fixtures in the store.

Then ir. larvin thanked them ail, aud told
us tiit, by renson of sullicient books being
saved te shew the accounts and debts, there
would be no great loss ou the store accounts,
but that if 'tiere iad been no insurance we
would have been totally ruined. in ibout a
week afterwards the doctor told us that the
insuraînce tonie lad done a great dealef good
because our more cheerful countenances liad
reacted upon my fatier, so,that, if we were ail
good children, he would be able to sitp te see
us cat oui' Christmas dinner.

You will therefore understand, Mr. Editor,
that w4hen we do et elur Christmas dinner we
shal be full of gratitude to the Giver of al
good, and shall not forget to bless the lsurance
Cempainies, te whom, with yourself, We wisi
"A Merry Christmas.-

FANxY F ur..

ALenED D. HOwARD, Ot the lirM of Kirchoffer
& Howard soliitors, Brandon, Manitoba, Ixus
fallei hito the way of the transgressor. He
fonnerly resided at Millbrook, Ont. One day
last week lis irm i-eceived a draft for $15,000
from Wood & Kells, storekeepers and bankers

illbr'oo with which le make paynents on
Somle Manitoba lands. Floward took ciarge of
the draft, and deposited it te his credit in tue
Braundon braiin ci o ei f riuialartl . He
x'ceived a niarked choque fo tte amunnt, and
a diiy or tiro after alpeaed in l'iilIpeg
There le puiicliased et draft for $5,000 on the
Second Bank of Minnea>polis rom the Onearlo
Bnikiii and aenotier for the saine amoiînt from
tlue Uiion'Bi'k. Hle alo got a drft on the
Second Naltionil Bank of St. Peul fromi tîe
Bankieo Montreal foi seme $4000, and drew by
chaque in various amints about $400. He
tried te get the drafts niade payable tolbearer
but did ndt succeed. He took care that the
banks should suspect nothing wrong. To this
end ha explained about the half per cent rate

of exchange, and succeded in getting the
drafts at the third .iercentage. His next pro-
ceAding was. to telegrapli to lis pftrtner, in
Brandon that lie liad been detained lu Winni-
peg. He tien decamped. Depity Sierift
Lintock, of Denver, was notilied b le0k oiut for
hiin, and a telegram sent by the ollicer to Mr.
Pinkerton, who states that Heoward was arrested
at the Windsor hotel, that city where lhe was
regitered inder the alias ofi Stuart. On
searchg Mrs. Howard's rooms almost the
entire nmountof the stolen money was fouînd
carefully hidde n lier bustle and was given
np , r. Kirchoffer left iimmedfiately for Denver.
Iloward cannot be extradited for the crime, but
can be kept lu jail under ehe absconding deb-
tor's law.
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MONTREAL WHOLE8ALE MARKETS.

Taunsn.Ay, Dec. 20, 1883.

The weather, both east and west, bas been
more favorable to the movement of winter
goods, but the rougli, hard frozen roads inter-
fere with movements of, farr produce. There
is a large business being donc in boliday goods
and retailers of jewellery, furs, buoks and
fancy goods are obliged te increase the nom-
ber of tleir salesmen and women: t accommo-
date the rush et' purcluasers. Tle want et
sanow ls fel, bt Ibe realther is brigtli and
bracingly qold, ln keeping with the time-hon-
ored Christmas tide. - The rate for Cali loans is
prictically unclhanged, being from 5tn 5k. tr
ling Excbangc e idull et 10SJ to.108½ for 60-
day bills; 108¾ for denand ; drafts on New
York 1-16 discount. Buk Stocke are quiet;
Cotton stocks are rapidlyadvancîig See
tables.

DAiy PaoDu(E z.-A considerable increase in
receipts of Butter for the past wec le notice-
able. The market l again reported extremely
dull and unsettled, with every appearance o a
lower range i n'prices, and even w'itl regiied.to
the finest grades. Sales are slow, and the suppîly
lin excess tf requiremuents. On tlie whole the
markcet is in a decidedly unhealthy state; and
large holders are anxiouîs te reduce thieir.lire-
sent stocks, and offer liberal concessions, but
this seens to.be,no inducement tu buyers. The
cityjobbiing demand was never knnwn te :be
ligiter a tlhis season. tis iuncertaii how long
tlîls state ef affairs . will continue, but an irn-
provement will bc looked for after the holidays.
Foreiga adrices report the saine dullinessin
business, with prices% s te 5s pre cwt. lower
tial list week. C/icese is stl quiet but steedy
and sales only of local character.

Dnoes D iE %icÀLs -- There is hardly any
movement il his departmentand e nre
witlnut change. A' turiher rise ice takan
place in Cautie Soda inigland. and ÏO er
cent is now q Iuoted £9 7s. 6d to £9',s.
Bleac hi J iîe lequoecd for 1884 délirery
to £9 10s. Castor cil, on account et' large
expected arrivals et Live oo has declined a
littIe. Liepoleeddlè


