Cally entertained by relmble mercantlle
authorities. ' e .

.- AGITATION IN J AMAICA,

Under the above heading & paragraph
copled from the United States: news-
~papers i ‘going the rounds of the press,
. A ‘meeting, styled a ¥ ‘monster political
meetmg,” has been held . in Kingston,
+Jamaica, to protest agamst the - Crown
" colony ‘system of Govemment The Com-
* plaint i that “the people of Jamaica’
have no voice -in the Government. Tt
_may be.doubted whetlier the meeting at
Kingston.was & true expression of the
opinion of: * the people of' Jamaica,” " If

" the ob_]ect is {o obtain. self- government}

for the.- people of Jamaica fairly repre-
g sented ‘then we should imagine that there
would. be little - difficulty - in obtaining
- such-a~ concession from Mr. Gladstone's
‘Government. It must be borne i in mind

" that ;heretofore ~ representation - in the'

Bntlsh West Indies-has been simply the

dommancy of a class, and the result in.

" old , times in; Jamaica Was “that great
anustrce was done to bhe, masses of the
people. :If the negro population which is, |
“of. course, an overwhelmmg majority of
‘the whole -people, can be, entr usted with

“:the electxve franchxse in Jamaxca w1th,

not be treated thh equal llberahty in:|
Trinidad - “and other*
Our, belief, however ig"

Brmsh Guxana,
smaller colonies.
that .the agitators” want nothmg of ‘the.

kind, but merely a - return to the old™
white

" system, “ under . which' & small :
oligarchy leglslated for the m'xsses of the’
. people.‘ It is well that people in Can’lda
“ghould understand the 'rcuson d'é lrc of :
Crown colony government Tt is based
“on the assumptlon that the’ masses of the

people are ot 'yet'fit to-f be entrusted,
LA councd is’
consxstmg ‘of. - the ‘
Governor and the prmcrpal oﬁicmls, such :
-Government '

" with the electlve franehls
accordmgly for med

“as’the Attorney General,
Secretary, Auditor General ‘ete,;i‘and “an:
- equal number of unoﬂlcml colomsts.

he is: reqmred to tmnsmlt to the . Secre

tary of: Qtate all. obJeetlons or iremon-'
’ trances from the unoﬂ:clal members, and :

' astrlct superwsxon over, ‘the Governor is’

¢ exercised. by the: Colomal department 1n".'
. Before, formmg opinigng onia-
very! 'fﬁcult subjeet it -would: be ~desir: Al
sractical ground'='
o complamt’ls, and “whether | the real’ |

England

learn what - ‘the

- object is to obtam self-government for the
people of J amaiea or ‘merely for'the white

on hns part to express “with such conf‘-*’
“dence opinions'that are not very gener-'_

~ing" Mr,

For-_.‘.
. every. law that is passed or act of the Gov- [
. ernment the Govemor is responmble, but*|

THE LOAN

Ju If mvestorq aré wxllmg to pay the Crov-
- “ernment the . premium - they would ‘bo
u ‘quite as. ready to pay it to the successful
- tenderers -in " the open’ ‘market:” So
says the G’azcttc in- reply’ to the remarks
in our la,st issue on.the loan ;- but, on the

aasumptlon that he is correct is it not '

clear that if the Government whlch was
wrllmg, to. accept . par for‘lts loan, -had
kept -its bonds in the market at par, the:
tenderers would make no sales at 2§
premium ? The Government was appar-

" ently anxious to place bonds at par, but

at a time  that "it- was unable to place

_them it suddenly raises the price, a step,

obviously, much to the advantage of the
tenderers, - The : demi-official  “journal

“offers no explanation of the concealment

“of the names of the partles to whom the
bonds were allotted or the price at which
they were placed. If that price Were one

thall or one- per cent premium ‘then - it

must be apparent  that by raising’ the
price of the remainder of the issue to 2}

‘premium a great advantage was conferred

.on’ the tenderers. ‘We repeat, that the
course taken by the Government has ‘no
precedent in- modern tlmes. RN

ROYAL CA‘IADIA‘T INSURANCE CO

The pre51dent of the Roynl Canndmn Insm-
ance Co. is nol tobe bearded witly lmpuulty Mr.
-F,E. Gllman, n well- known and clever Iawyer
of the city, has for some time been & veny ‘heavy’
holder of the stock, and is bent’ upon bringing
about some economical. and” ‘other chan'ges in
the mtemal affairs of the cumpany Both have.
sissued “cireulars to ‘the shmnholdels explummg
- their views. Replying to the’ clmrge against the:
p1e51dent of ! c1rcu1nt1ng false, reports concern-:
Gllman 8. motives,  Mr. Robertson
ruterates the statement Toade - by ‘himself at
the last nnnual meeting, and his’ aulhomv for
‘the same=as to. Mr.-Gilman’s: intention  of
obtammg control of and wmdmg up: the com=.-
‘pany.. After explalmng the transfer: of; Mr. Bl
"Kay's stock; ‘the’ presxdent refernng to" Mr..
“Gilman’s statement ‘that he [Mr. leman] ‘ was
‘one of the- onp;mal slmreholders when lt wag:
mganlzed more’ than ten. years ago, and hag:
ever since had a large’ interest in -it, and'at
; present'} holds consrdembly more than one—tlnrd .
~.of the stock,” rephes as follow i Mr. G\lman’
" subseribed for 50 shares in \lnrch 1874, nnd in;
September of . the same yenr for 38, andln r\larcb
1876 boight 12 more, mnkmg 100 in aliy the
amount ‘necessary. to qunhfy for a. dlrector, of
“which’ ten: per. cent wus ‘paid up, or $1000 1 in

‘ally furtlier’ linbility at that ‘time being $9000. ]
“The St. John' fire: occurred'in June, 1817 and!;

-duting that year he bought' 1037 shares which |
-were placed in ‘the name. of (K. E.

‘Kingsey. -

time re:transferred’ to. F. B. Gilman.i Regard-
ng his:holding one-third of - the whole stock of
he: Company, that xs, one of: the worst features

‘responsibility nider which he Jies for uncalled

“in trust 3269, 'and " & bank is carrymg 1350,
\wlnch is: transferred:to them.

,the difference - would

~.of our. shareholders, and has: caused many .
.of . them " considerable . nneasiness,  who " view. .

‘long as there are “calls .to ' be’ made- it is
important ‘that every one should. be ‘able to’

‘be: made whick would increase  our.stability, "
-strengthen :the compary, benafit the geneml

"This call of 5 per cent will go to prove Whether
" Mr. Gilman is or is not & source of weakness'to
_the company.  In reply to Mr. Gilman's sugges-

‘As’to-tlie reduction of expenses, - they have
: engngements were made in the early hlstory of

'The - Inst expired ‘in I‘ebruaxy

";‘uon was’ pas:ed by the sharcholdera to Ienve

*(lueetors, rot to .eéxceed’ $2,000° a.year, they
"_voted $1,200; and for themaelves, whilst: they.

$2,340_ per aniam, those “only " who' attended !
“haye'been  paid, and tlus yenr the fees will: be ;
under $1 000 ? . :

“holders of the, \Iontreal Cotton Co, (anleyheld
-Mills), refelred ton f‘ortmaht ago, was omitted

was large: :

prepared documents to’ receive sxgnatules were .
-passed arotind. After some hesuauon, o share-
'holder sugnested that the” dlrectors bemn with
their promiserat the meelmg two months ago
’when authorlty was_given'to call ‘the: ‘presen
meeting; to conmbute among them, $100,000
_of the amount requued. .The directors replled
?tlm.t clrcumstances hnd changed meanume

(znman, e
“M'hese ‘remained in’ E.' B..Gilmuan s7'}

name till ‘January “17th,: 1879, when-they were: |-
- transferred 10 Edward Holton, and at the same’

pany £
“source of great’ concern 10 ‘mey: because the

stock is'something like :n quarter of-'a million
of dollurs. Fe has in hisown name, 1270 shares,

It calls 1eqmre
:and - he: failed . to . . respond,
“fall on " those able,
This ‘fact.is .well known -to.some

“be . made,

to do so.

with alarm- such an amdunt of liability 'b
any one - shareholder; were -the 'stoci* all
puid up.it would not’ matter who heldit, but S0

respond equally. . It therefore appears to me "
that at the present juacture, and in the.general -
interest of the shureholdexs, that a ‘call’should

body of shareholders, and give the -company:
incrensed - credit with .out- policy -holders.!)

tion that tho Halifix Board. be abolished and
other changes made, the president says: *The
directors at Halifhk have been of the greatest
possible ‘benefit. ' Under - their- management
over.$100,000. has been made for. the compnny

been reduced )ear by year, but as very oncrous
the company, these lmd to gradunlly expive.
30 tbat the
reduction’ tlns year from last will « amount to.
about $7, 000... As'to the presulent’s remuner-
ation and the directors’ fees; in'1880,'a resolu—

the questlou of “the pregrdents selary to: the

are. entltled by “by- law! to - $45 {per weel or

THD GO’“TON MILLS.: g

\}‘ohce of the specm.l meetmg of the shite

f‘wm our. columus last; week.. The attendance
The usuel prellmmnnes being’ over. .
and’ the’ obJect of ihe:meeting declared, duly




