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of kt national sentinient to fullow.
ittit we îistgo to fli saino sprinîg
as did theo (h'rnîans for the inispira.
tion of oir national spirit, \VU uIwst
drink ofe ot h, histor-Y of our colin-
trv We 1111ust futh4wl its hidden

mntaiulllitil thlese, iîneainlgs lie
colit' prophtte of tht' futulre,

And just lîe our first task lies
iii the' fumet that, ini a very real sense,
otir history is yet to lie ivrîtteîi. 1
do miot îlean t1lat we have' not had
min books upon our pasi. Nor do
1 deny- great nierÎt to SOIMe ailong
thein. But, to a x erYlag extent.
up) tli now the raw îniattrials; for
acurate history have breni quite un-
availahie. 0f a eOuntrvy so ricli ini
historiait% as England, Lord Acton
lias said that "the honest studeut
iiliids himseif coninually deserted.
rotarded, unisled by the ciassies of
histonieal literature"ý>; and he had in
mild in so, speaking récent discov-
eries in the Euglish archives. It is
therefore flot at al to, be wondered
at, and involves no aspersion upon
Our historieal writers, that a similar
condition should exist in regard to

0o11r historY. Inmdeed, wit h lis su fan
oîîly a sitiali berinîînng lias bren îîîae
in the work Of (0olletimîg t es aw
Inateria Is. For. mearly' fort *v vears
the proeess of gatht'rimîg niaps anti
pîîblit' toeuuuieîts anîd în'ivate, papt'rs
lias been goiîîg 0t, lut it 15 less t hati
a deead(e sûnce a build ing wvas ereet-
e'd whIere ti(ies î>apers eonld 1l(, plac-
tii anti whre be wouldl lit avail-
abile for thle fuiture historjans of our
l)omnnion. This is the work of the
Archives Branch of the Départ-
ment of thte Steretarv of State at
Ottawa.

Thei Archives itself lias a lîistorY
of its oxvn. The w'ork is ioticru, but
the prujcct hatl its Grigin îucarlY two
eentui'is ago. Its father was Gilles
HIocqulart, one of the last of the iii-
tendants to exercise autliority ln New
Francte. Hlocquart, who was chief
civil magistrate in the colony, ap-
peans to have been a painstaking and
industrious officiai. He did much to
tuake known la France the' naturai
resources of the tenritory in his
charge. 1 1e sent an expedition as fuar
as Lake Superior to examine the cop-
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