
t •.. On the Hiory of the Tartar.,.

known origin, they arc given to SECANDER, not the 'Macedonfan, bùt4
more ancient %Hero fuppofed by fome to have been'-JEMSH I D. It is relat.
ed, that pyramids and tombs have been found in Ttdrifiàn, or veaera&ythia, and fome remnants of édifices in the lake Sarfan; that vefliges Of
a deferted-city have been rccently difcovered by the Rufians near the Caf.
pian fea, and the Mountain of Eagles; and that golden ornarments and uten.
fils, figures of elks and other quadrupeds in metal, weapons of various
kinds, and even implements- for mining, but made of 'Copper infnead of
iron,. have been dug up in the country of the Tfhldès; whence M. BA Ly
infers, with great reafon, the high -antiquity of that people: but the high
antiquity of the Tartars, and their effablifhment in that country near four
thoufand years ago, no man difputes; we are inquiring into their ancient
religion and philofophy, which neither ornaments of.gold, nor tools of
copper, will prove to have had an affinitywith thé religious rites and the
fciences of India. The golden utenfils might poflibly have been fabricated
by the Tartars themfelves; but it is poffible too. that they were carried
from Rome or from China, whence occafional embafliéswere fent to the Kingâ

. of Eighùr. Towards the'endof the tenth century the ChinefeEmperor dif..
patched an. ambaffador to a Prince, named ERsLAs19., which,; in the Turhk
of Conßtantinople, fignifies'a lion, who refided near the Golden Mountaiii
in the fame ftation,- peïhaps, where tho Romans iad been received in 'thé
ïniddle of the fixth century; the Chinefr on-his return home reported the
.Eighris to be a grave-,people, with fair complexions, diligent workmen,
and ingenious artificers not only in gold, flv'r, aud iron, but. in jafpei
and fine foncs; and the Romans had before defcribed their magnificent re-
ception in'a rich palace adorned with-Chinefe manhfEtures: but thefe times
were- comparatively modèrn; and, even if we'fhould àdmit, that the Eigh. 
ris, who are ifaid to.have been governed for a period of two thoufand years
by an Pdécùt, or fovereign of their own:race, wcrè in fome very ea-lyage
a literary and -poli{hed nation, it would provenoth ing in favour ofthe Huns"
Turcs, Mongals, and other favages tò the north of Pekin, who feeni in all
ages,. before MUfiiAMMED, to havê been equaily ferocious and illiteratè.'

.Without aual infpeaion of.tlie nanufcripts, that have been found near
the Cafpain, it would be impoflible -to give a corre& -opinion concerning
them ; but one of them defcribed as written on blue filky paper in letteri of,
gold and filver not unlike Hebrew, was probably a' Tibeiian compofition of
th' fame kind- with that, which lay near the fource of the 1rtgih, and of
which CAs s ru O, I believe, made the firftaccuratèverfion. another, if wC
rnay jidge from:the.defcription of it was probLbly: módern :Turhi; aind
nonr. of-thent could have been of great antiquity.

. IV From, ancient monuments, theréforc,- we have. no 'roof; that the
7artars wcre:themfèlves well-inflru&eds much ]efs that thy iftund the
World;.norshave we any ftronger reafon to ëoncludé f-oin their general
inannersi and.chara&er, that they hàd made an ·earlyproficiéncy in arts and
fciences -evehüof poetry, the.nmiofihnive'f-i a'd-mof naturàl of tie finë'arts,

ee-find no.gdnuin, ieci-rens'fciibedto them except fome hôfrible wari
fongsexpreffed,-in Perfian by. A. ':of. Yézd< and poflibly invented by brng
Aftér the conquea of Perfia.by t4hewMèig4 tiérinces, -indeed, encou
-ragedrleai-ning- and everimade aftrohömica1obfer~vaàions at Samaiknd OS
the Tunrûbecame -gol-ifhec by mi dï it gh


