12 . On the Hiftory of the Tartars, -

known origin, they are given to Scanper, not the 'Meacedonian
more ancient Hero {uppoled by fome to have been*Jemsu1’p, Jt i relat.
“ed, that pyramids and tombs have been found in” Tétdriffin, or weltern
- Scythia, and fome remnants of édifices in the lake Saifun; that veftiges ol;
-a deferted city have been recently difcovered by the Ruffians near the Caf;
pian {ea, and the Mountain of Eagles; and that golden ornamients and utej.
fils, figures of elks and other quadrupeds in-metal; weapons of various
kinds, and even implements’ for mining, but made of ‘copper inftead of
iron,. have been dug up in the country of the Tfhiides ; whence M. Barrry
infers, with great reafon, the high ‘antiquity of that people: but the high
antiquity of the Tartars, and their eftablilhmentin that country. near four
thoufand years ago, no man difputes; we are’ inquiring into their arcient
- yeligion and philofophy, whici neither ornaments of gold, nor teols of
copper, will-prove to have had an affinity with thé religious rites and the
fciences of India, The golden utenfils might pofiibly have been fzbricated
- by the Tartars themfelves; but'it is poffible too, that they were carried
. - §rom Rome or from China, whence occafional embafliéswere fent tothe Kings
of Eighir. Towardsthe endofthe tenth century the Chinefe:Emperor dif:
patched an ambaffador to a Prince, named Ersvta’y, which; in the Turkifk
of Conflantinople, fignifiesalion, who refided near the Golden Mountain
in:the fame flation, perhaps, -where the Romans had been received in the
middle of ‘the fixth century; the Chinef¢ on-his return home reported the
Eighiris to be a grave people, with fair complexions, diligent workmen,
and ingenious. artificers not only in gold, filver, aud iron, butin jafper
and fine ftones; and the Romans had before delcribed their magnificent re-
Ception in a rich palace adorned with Chznefe manufzétures: but thefe times
weré comparatively modérn; and, even if we {hould admit, that the Eighi: -
#1s5, :who areifaid to.have been governed - for a period of two thoufand yesrs
by an [’décit, or fovercign of their own race, were in fome very eailyage
a literary and polifhed nation, it would prove'nothing in favour of the Huns,
Turcs; Mongals, and other favages to the north of Pekin, who feem'in all
ages, before MubaAMMED, to havé been equzily ferocious and illiterate,- -
. Without\altual infpeftion of the manufcripts, that have been found rear
the Cafpain, it would be impoffible to give a correét -opinion concerning
them ; but one of them defcribed as written on blue filky paperin letters of |
gold and filver not unlike Hebrew, was probably a” Tibetian compofition of
the fame kind' with that, which lay ncer the {foutrce “of the Irtif, and of
which Casstano, I believe, made the firft zccurateverfion: another, if we
_ may judge from:the.defcription of it,” was probebly- médern Turkift; nd
nont of thém could have been of great antiquity,- = . - .- '
.. IV\ From. ancient monuments, theréfore, we have no'proof; that the
Tartars were'themfelves well-inftruéted; much lefs thai;-'fhéy-'iziﬁiu&ed thé
world; norhave we-any " fironger reafon to toncludé from  their geheral
manners'and.charaéter,’ that they had'made an -early proficiéncy in arts and
{ciences s evenof poetry, the moftuniverfzl and moft gatural of the fin€arts,
" ‘e find no.genuine {pecimens-aféribed to them; except fome horrible war<
fongsexprefled-in Perfian by Avri’of Yezd; and poflibly invented:by hims
-, Afterthe conquéft of Perfia by the-Mengalsy théir princes, - indeed, encou
ragedrleaining, and ¢veri 'made aftronomical-obfervations at Samarka'_rntld‘{ a3
the Tzfr.c.'f:beéamc polithéd by mixipg Wwith the “Per frans and -Arabs; .th?]?gg;
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