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ests of their own particular persuasions, In some cases, mimisters
have announced from the pulpit, the existence of such a paper, and
aftera few remarks explanatory of its objects, &c., have requested
those who wished to become subscribers, to put down their names
on the spot.—By these and similar measures, the number of sub-
scribers to these papers is very great, even among denominations,
whose adherents, however much they may surpass in zeal, certain-
ly do not exceed (in the possession of the means necessary to sup-
port apaper) the members of our own Church. Now upon the
principle of  Fas est ab hoste doceri,” why should not the Clergy-
men of our own Communion, make use of similar means and be
equally engaged in obtaining Subscribers to the only religious peri-
odical in the country whichi advocates the cause of the Anglo-Cana-
dian Church ?

. _1n most cases such exertions would, I am persuaded, be attend-
ed with a degree of success. in proportion to the means and tempo-
ral circumstances of the Church id general ; the Clergyman is by
his exertions in this respect putting into the hands of his people
& publication fraught with useful information, elucidating many of
the distinctive principles of the Church of which he is a minister,
and thus materially aSSiSﬁﬂg him in en[ighte“ing his con-
grogation on these subjects; it may well excite surprize,
that any Clergyman should be indifferent to the success of such
a publication. ‘

Bat, Sir, although it may appear to be more particularly incum-
bent upon the Ministers of the Church, to exert themselves in such
a cause, and when they fail in s0 doing, they may seem to be pecu-
liarly culpable, yet I'certainly conceive, that there is also much
blame to be attached to our people in this respect. Many of them
scem to consider that no exertion is necessary or even to be ex-
pectedon their parts, in advancing the prosperity of the Church of
which they profess themselves members.—These exertions they
Yeave to their minis'ers, and are themselves apparently as indiffer~
ent ag ifthey werenot at all interested, in the successful advance-
ment of the Church to which they belong. There are indeed man
honorable exceptions to these remarks, and I can myself bear testi-
mony to theactive piety, and un» earied zeal, of more than one lay-
man, in promoting the wood of the common cause. Bat speaking of
themin a body, I am in conscience compelled to say, that the lay
members of our communion display less zeal and anxiety, and ef-
fect far less, in advancing the cause to which they profess them-
salves attached, than do the members of some other denominations.
What the true reason ofthis apparent indifference in our laity may
be, I cannot say. It dues not I should hope spring from total
indifference on the subject, however much, their seeming apathy
might warrant such a conclusion. And in the case of supporting a
religious paper, it cannot, | am confident, arise from the nigrardly
or covetous desire, to withhold the individual mite requisite, for
such a purpose. A want of liberality is certainly not the general
character of our people. Episco alians have heen frequently ap-
pealed to, in behalf of ch-aritable Institutions, and for aid in erec’-
1ng Churches, and other public buildings, &ec. and their liberality
on such occasions, abundantly testifies that these appeals are not
nisde in vain.

Perhaps the following quotation from Whately, which appeared
in No.48, vol. iv. of that very useful and popular paper, the Auburn
Giospel Messenger, may serve in some degree to elucidate the sub-
ject. I therefore beg leave to call the particdlar attention of all
your lay readers, to

“ A THOUGHT FOR LAYMEN.”

“ Laymen are tooapt to bonsider themeelves as little more than
by:standers in the dispute between the Church and her opponents ;
—they give her the preference indeed, but rather as a matter of
taste, than of conscience ; or at least rather ag umpires between
two contending parties, than as making the canse their own ; and
many a one may be found who would allow and even expect in
the Clergy some zeal in that canse, Vet would seem to rezard it as
altogether their concern ; not as onc in which he himself has com-
mou interest. These sentiments often arise, not so much from
weakuess or perversity, as from thorzhtlessness and 1eant of due
aliention to the .uhject. For every sincere and candid Christian,
if he can be brought to reflect attentively, on the solemnity with
which the Church was instituted, as a society, not of winisters mere-
Iy, but of Chrisiians af large, and ob the earnestness with which

its divine founder and his Apostles inculcated the duty "tt;lh A
ing its wnity and promoting its welfare, will hardly fail C'hri""'
vinced, that if he would claim a share in the benefits of CH™ g
demption, he cannot be indifferent to his institutions, #ithd?
therefore as he is not only permitted, but bound to esset?.
from our Church—if he finds her doctrines or institutions wh ’
ly at variance with the word of God ;—so if he finds her] LR
faith, and practice, scriptural, he is no less bound, not o0 zd“"‘ ’
withdraw from her communion, but also to use his best €
in her cause.” he [
Here let every individual pause—and ask—how far b ung :
scious to himself, that he has been guilty of this “ t]ﬁh c0s”
ness and waut of due attention to the subject ;* and if

ence accuse him of negligence in this case, let him seriq"s"l'w [ <
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mine to be in futuremore conscientious and vigilant it ¢ ere
charge of his duties, 28 a member of Christ’s Churoh. f
Episcopalian act as if the success of the whole cause
upon his own individual exertions, . ch
To apply these remarks to the subjeet of supporting fhf riW‘
an Sentinel, why should not every ‘individual lay Subsc rgﬂ’d
deavor to procure one or meore other Subscribers, and el mit”d"
names to tgle Clergyman of the Parish to be by him trans in dl‘
you? Who can tell how many might be added to your list "ys’
course of a few weeks, if every individual wounld thus e’lffe o
self 7 And where one individual in the lower classes of I r’,' o
not afford to subscribe for it alone, why could not two o‘o o
unite in taking a single copy, and either read it in .turﬂsrn -
alternately at each others houses, and by perusing it P&
profitably a long winter'’s evening, in improving thert
and adding to their store of intellectual and spiritt J
ledge ?— e 4
In the humble hope, that these remarks may be the in"‘
rousing seme, both Clergy and Laity, to exert themselves e
ing off the reproach, which must necessarily at'tﬂ("b
should your paper be discontinued from the cause assigueds y
am, ' .
' Rev. and ‘dgar Sir, ) "
incerely yon
A MISSIONAYC
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REV. DEOCAR SCHMID'S METHOD OF EXAMINING scuorABS & -
SERMONS HEARD BY THEM. :

(Continued from p. 179.)
Mention some instances of persons whose sonls save bee? -~
red by the Good Shepherd.

" David, Solomon, Peter. s
1 David, Solomon, Peter : the latter was converted by
from Jesus. o ofenc?

2 David although he had committed a very grevious © ng"‘::
God would not suffer him to perish. Solomon in his o} el
seduced to commit idolatry by his wicked wives; but we _h’ gﬁ"
reason to believe that he was converted, from the Book ‘l: e
siasticus, which was written by him in his old age, w!:ere . ﬁ;‘
laments having falling off from God, and said, All things genr”
ty and vexation of spirit: Peter said he never would, ed P
Lord aud Master; but when he was tried, he soon deni® i
and he even cursed and swore, and he said he did not b8
man (meaning Christ) : but He converted him wit? * . 4

ch "‘

Does any man deserve Christ's taking so mu
him ? ‘ " ;
No ; Christ does it only for His Name’s sake. " ad 80 ﬁ
1 No: for we areall by nature the servants of Satan, 8% !
deserve the least of all His mercies. oty
2 No: for aman can never by his own rigbteousﬂe::n,p"
Christ’s taking so much care of him ; for all our righteo
filthy rags. i

—— 1
What is the last enemy Which Christians have to overco®”
Death. s
1 Death. : !
2 Death. : ' !




