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THE CRINIS OF QUEBEC.

The title ¢f this article i~ written advisedly.
There is no intention of sounding a meedless ery
of alarm, bat it is naces:ary to face the facts as
they are. The finaness of the Province are in a
grave condition. We are not bankrupt, but we
are fast traveling io that direction, and it be-
hooves us to look around to sec whether thers is
any means of averting a final catastrophe. The
recent debate on the budget has left no doubt
on the true state of the provincial exchequer.
We need not refer to the spaeches of the Oppo-
gition leaders, Messrs. Mercier ani Stephens,
although their utterances were singularly dis-
passionate, and pitched 1ather in the key of
condolence then of aggressive hostility. The
speech of the Treasurer is evidenez enough, and
the impartial exposition of Mr. Robertson makes
it only oo painfully clear that we have reached
the limit of our borrowing capacity.” Retrench-
ment isimperative, but it will not suftice, of it-
self, because it can hardly be introduced on a
large scale during the next twelvemonths. As
the estimates have not vet been all voted, it mav
be proper to mention a few of the items of ex-
penditure which must absolutely be curtailed
and about which there can be no hesitation,
Tke cost of Spencer Wood is exorbitant at the
best of times, but it is simply intolerable in
the present crisis. We hope that the Legislature
will be inexorable on this item when it comes up
for consideration. We regret to say that we
have not the slightest hope that the members
will reduce their sessional allowance, unaccount.
ably raised last session to the surprise and an-
noyance of the whole Province. 1f the business
were properly conducted, there is no reason why
any session should be prolonged beyond six
weeks, as is generally the case in Ootario, and
for that period of service, $500 are quite ade-
quate remuneration or indemnity. We trust
this subject will be thoroughly veutilated at the
proper time. The Civil Service Commission
cannot possibly report this session, for the ex-.
cellent reason that it is scarcely in operation as
yet, but when it does get to work we shall look
for a thorough pruning. Let us have fewer
civil servants, and let the necessary ones be

amply paid. It is only those who have personal
knowledge of the inside of the public service
who can tell how many useless people are living
ou the Province. The enormous roll of societies
receiving aid from the Treasury maust be thor-
oughbly overhaunled. There is no reason why
every little society, literary, wmausical, scientific,
agricultural, or other should go a begging in
this manner. The money is really frittered
away, for it consists of only a hundred or two
dollars in the majority of cases, and does no

good, while the total reaches the extraordinary
fignre of §300,000, It is safe to say that this
sum ¢an be cut down one-half, )

But, aswe have said, there is reason to fear
that reduction will not be suflicient.  We must
stitfen our nerves to bear the brunt of increased
taxation, Our people, especially those of the
country parts, have a singular aversion to the
very iden of direct taxation—a feeling which we
could never undarstand. They have been spoiled
by too much paternal government. But those
good times are past now, and our farmers must
fall back on themselves. The Conservatives
canuot carry out this reform alene, Neither can
the Liberals carry it out. To accomplish that
object there will have to be an understanding
between both parties, and the soouner such a
upion is effected the better. DPoliticians may
rant and rail against coalition as much as they
like. Patriotism is above partisanship, and
country is paramount. Let our leading men on
both sides take up this question without delny,
and make provision for next year's financial
operations. While the situation is not desperate
as yet, it is very critical, and if not remedied
must needs end in disaster.

A DANGEROUS MEASURE.

There is 3 measurs at present pending before
the Legislature of the Provinve which cannot be
viewed with cquanimity. Iodeed, it is ofa
rature to proveke alarm and ind-guation. It
Lears the high-sounding title of au Act to Incor-
porate the Genera] Colonization aud Industrial
Enterprise Company, and is said to be backed
by a large cutlay of French aud other foreign
Some of the clauses of this precious
The Company

capital.
measure are ;imply prodigious.
propose to advance or lend money to any incor-
porated companies, purchase their propertiesand
effects, acquire theirdebentures, and a1 theevent
of the Companics being wnnble to julil their
obligations, have their corporate abiigativns trans-
Jerred s them ; to undertake, confract, scll. ok
and ran the railways and steasnboats, They seek
to acquire wild and cultivated lands, chapels,
schools, stations, warchouses, elevators, wharves,
docks, buoys, and so on; to bhave the power to
run brapch lines from their establishwents to
railways, providing their lines do pot exceed
fifteen wiles in length ; in other words, as has
been properly observed, they can put a small
factary anvwhere within fifteen miles of an es-
tablished ruiiway and proceed to expropriate the
intervening lands for their branch railways.

Another clause provides that the Company
shall have the power of establishing settlers on
the lands, and ** of making them advancss gra®
tuitously or otherwise in money or in kind, and
the ordinary articles of a settler exempt from
seizure * * % Gther than that contracted Ly
the settler in favor of the Government.” There
is a farther provision that ‘‘the joint-stock
Companies general clauses Act and its amend-
ments shall not apply to this Company.”

It is =afe to say that no such extraordinary
measure was ever presented to alegislative body.
Something like it, indeed, was brought before
the Hause of Commons, but it was mercilessly
laughe. out of Committee. In fQuebee, however,
we are sorry to say that the result was somewhat
different. 1t met with vielent opposition even
there, bat finally went through the House by a
vote of 30 to 27, This is a narrow majority, in-
deed, but still quite sutlicient to ensure its pas-
sage, unless some other means sre employed to
thwart it The solid Government majority was
broken on it, and it is »ignificant that oue of
the Ministers,!Hon. Mr. Lynch, did not vote at
all.

Wo are not of those that are used to be fright-
ened at the bare mention of the word Monopoly.
Some monopolies are good, and even necessary.
Several of these have been the making of a
young country like Canpada. Butf, to be thus
beneficial, they must be hedged in by restric.
tions of powers and of time, o as unt to lapse
into intolerable tyrannmies. Iu the present in-
stance the privileges demanded are practically
unlimited, and we do not see that any attempt
was made to curtail a single one of them. Oar
only hope now lies in the Legislative Council.
That much-abused and derided body may now
retrieve itself and win the gratitude of the whole
Province by defeating this gigantic bill, or send
it back to the House so shorn of its dangerous
clauses aa to bring it within the rarge of hene-
ficial monopolica. We shall look with keen ni- !

torest to the nction of the Legislature during the
curront week, and trust to be able to give our
readors better iutelligence in the next issue of
the Ngws. We have no hesitation in saying
that if the Bill finally passes, as it now stands,
our Provincial Parliament will be disgraced, and
poor Quebee saddled with a burden of dire op-
pression,

We learn at the last moment that this ob-
noxious Bill has been withdrawn by Mr. Sene-
cal. Whether that gentleman did so through
patriotic motives, or on account of the certainty
of ultitnate defeat, the Province is to be con-
gratulated ou a happy deliverance.

THE WEEK.

A NUMmBER of commercial failures have taken
piaee in the last month or two, but they need
create no uneasiness. They only serve to clear
the atmosphere, and give solid men o frmer
footing.
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Tne prospective incorporation of the New
Gas Company is a matter of universal congratu-
Iation in thiscity. It means an imwense bene-
tit to houschelders.  After 1835, the maximum
cost of illuwmination
theusand.

will be one dollar a

LI
.

I1 is a sign of healthy public opinifon that the
holders of tickets in the recent Masonic lottery
resident at Loudon have been prosecuted for con-
travening the Provincial Jaw in this important
respect.  Ountario herein gives Quebec a rebuke
as well as a lesson.

. »
-

Froy all acecunts the immigration to the
Dominiou will be uuusually large this year ; aud
our Provincial authorities should make such
practical ¢xertions as to secure & fair portion of
1t for the Montreal district, the Eastern Towu-
ships and the Upper Qttawa country.

s e
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ArTER Toronto comes London. The by.law
providing for the establishment of
Library in that thriving and enterprising eity,
has been ordered to be voted upon at the rext
municipal elections.  When will Montreal
evmerge from its apathy in this respect ?

a Iree
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Now that Wigging' equivoctial storm bas
passed and gone, our next cause of apprehiension
is the spring floods consequent on the immense
quantities of snow that cover the country, and
the solid ice that blovks our rivers and streams,
Here is 8 rare chance for another swarm of pro-
phets.

LR}
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THE Marquis of Lorne is always deing grs-
cious things. Uneof his Aids was in attend-
ance at the Ottawa railway station to receive
Madame Nilsson, on Friday, aud the gifted lady
was a gaest at Ridean Hall duriug her stay at
the capital.  Thus is the nobility of art appre-
ciated by a uoble wmind.

. =
-

OxcE more the authorities of the Homan
Curia have written to forbid the interference of
the clergy in the electione of this I'rovines. The
late “decrees were pretty generally aceeptad and
observed, bat it seems that in certain quarters
there wus a misunderstanding, which the pre
sent orders will probably set right for good,

> .
»

We are to have our Arbor Day. At the in.
stance of Mr. Joly, the Proviucial Government
have tuken steps to arrest the wanton dustrue-
tion of our forests, and a duy is to be sut apart
for the planting of trees throughout the Pro-
vinee. Mr. Lynch deserves commendation for
his prompt and energetic action iu the pre-
mises,

LRl
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THerk is not a better advertised wau in
America to-day than Wiggins, and by the same
token is Canada advertired. It does not make
a particle of ditference whether the prophet is
right or wrong, so long a4 his name is bruited
about. The fumous March storm has Leen the
occasion of more chouap wit thun any otherevent

of the scason.

Tur Awmericans have lost another of their
great men in the porson of Alexander Stephens,
of Georgin. Never was the power of mere iu-
telleet so strikingly exemplitied as in this man,
who was a dwarf aud a martyr to disease from his
childhood.  Me rose to the highest positions of
the State, and leaves au illustiious name be-
hind him.

L
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A canrgrurL serutiny of the late Ontario elec.
tions does not materially slter the estimate which
we made Jast week. The Govermment have s
good working wejority of at least ten, and if
they contivue to devote themselves to a strict
and practical Provineial admivistration, they
need unot have any fear of being much dis.
turbed.

WE are anvicusly awaiting the ofheial figures
in order to sacertain whether it s really true
that the Mowat Goavernment have been et in a
numerical miverity of the popabir vote o the
late elections, As we satnd last week, thas 18 4
matter of extreme importancy, affeeting the very
esstnce of Parlivmentary representation, guite
irrespeetive af parties.

Two hundreed women left Limerick st week
for New Hunopshire, where work snitl be provided
for them in the fucrories. I our agents abrosd
were to send as many more to Montreal aund
Torouto, for instance, they would be guaranteed
emplovment within thinty ~ix hours.  This year
bids fair to be more urgent than last in the Jde
mand for all kinds of labor.

. .
.

Tre Phanix Park wmurder trial pressnts uo
new features this week.,  Byroe has been 1o

Teaged by the French authorities.
vet been done in the matter of Sheridan’s extra.

Nathing bis

dition by the Umted States, and the myatenous
*“No. 1" has The ex.
istence of an armed band aof wssassing s, how-

ot been discovered.
ever, onlv teo punfully confirmed.

. .
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Ty memlers of the Royval Seciety of Canada
have received offici 1 netive that the second an-
nual meeting of that bady wiil be held at Ot
tawa, on the 20th of next May.,  As the Society
is now in full aperation, itis intended o wake
the fortheoming meeting a notable one, bath by
the quality of papers to be presented, us by other
transactions of an administrative nature.
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Anrt is cosmopolitan, and has uwlways been
tooked upon us neutral ground.  But even here,
a pretext has been discoverad 1o wage the miver-
Fault has been found
in certain quarters that the Canadisn queen of

able war ot nattunalities,

sonig, Albaud, is toappear in Montreal vuder the
auspices of wn English munager, and in an Kog-
lish hall,
movement did
futility.

Verily,.this were discouraging if the

not  defeat itself by its own

.
»

Witine a great wevival of duelling iy au-
nounced in the German universities, the Freach
Senats have
sgainst this nunatural mode of wacfare.

prepated o very stringent Lili
Prin-
cipals, seconds und wll accomplices shall be
heavily tined and imprisoned, and papers are not
to be allowed to publish accounts of sueh en-
Ay France has given the world the
worse example in this regard, 2 weasure of the
kind will go far toward discountenancing Jduels
in all civilized conntries,

encounters,
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-

Tue page of sketches, illustrative of Mada.
gascar aud the Malgassies, which we publish in
the present issue of the News, will be found in.
teresting, as coineident with the arrival at
Washington of the Malgassy Awbassadors,
whose mission is to renew and revise the comn-
meveial treaty of 1874 between their island and
the United States. The inhabitants of Mada.
gusear are quite a progressive people, having ab.
Jared paganisin about fifteeny yoars ago, and de-
voted themselves to education and other phnses
of Christian civilizution,

LS
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Tue Ameriean Passenger  Act of 1882 pro-
vides that the oflicers, sailors and other om-
ployees of & vessel shall not visit the portiony of




