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tion.” It was one of the eccentriciticn of Mon-
sieur to Jove to astonish and perplex his neigh-
bors, -

‘While the appenrance of Lisette at the Cha-
teau was a slgnal for the strictest espionage to
bo- exercised on her by the different coteries, it
was also not without ity effeet an Monsicur
Henrl,  Without so much as even au idea on
the subject of honer, and afllicted with an over-
weening conceit, being struck with her personal
beauty, he hesitated not for a moment ‘to exer-
cige all his little cunning, in the opininn that he
would achicve an  imwediate conquest,  and
bring ler to his feet as his slave.  The opinion
of Lisette on this matter was entirely different.
To her, by whow eharacter was quickly read,
and who had seen far more of the working of
humanity in its multiform phases, he appenred a
fit sulijeet for being plaved upon.  On every oc-
casion he could command he placed himsell in
her path, and showed her a thousand little at-
tentions.  These were received by her with an
astonishment in perfect accordanes with the part
it was her intention to play, and she hung her
head and blushed, as though she felt her
modesty to be ontraged by the straing of tlattery
he sottght to iusinuate in her ear,

Although Monsienr Henri had been baflled,
and was consequently disappointed in his first
attempt to gnit an inflnence over Lisette, it was
by wo seans his intention to abanden his
effort.  His pride and his coneeit, both apposed
him giving up.  Neither was it the intmtion of
the domestic that he should do so.  Lisette
wishul simply to impress on him the self-respent
she possesecd, and \\'Lilc leading him on, to ap-
pose his cunning and {o employ him as the
willing agent to ald in elfecting the purpose of
her heart,  The fact of his nephew remaining at
the Chatean so much tonger than was his halbit,
excited the curiosity as well as the surprise of
Monsieur do Foolay,

Monsieur du Bonlay resolved to take into Lis

confidenve the old woman, who in some things
was practieally the mistress of the Chateau,
Silting oue evinuing with her in the dimly
lighted salon, b began to ¢o1l her the cause of
Lis distress 5 but havdly had be begun hiy story
when the deer apened and Lisette herself up-
peared. In oledicnes to the wish of Madame,
that she might help her finish some work which
had been oo longen hand, and sot knowing of
auything special taking place, she hadentered the
apartment.  Although toppichiin the =iyl of hiis
dress, and frequently haagley s his manner,
his mode of living, execpd on extracriinaoy oe-
casione, was exevedingly plain and - Lomely,
Onbinarily the three ocmpants of that dreary
dweliing, as wmuch for company as from eonna-
mical constderations, spent the evenings of win-
ter in the same roam. Their cmployment dif-
fere:d, Madame and the servant would gene-
ally e engmzed in knitting or sewing, while
Monsienr would play on the vieling o sing 10
the guitar, or read the lalest news from the seat
of war, or the last thing in pelities, commens.
fog on the latter subject for the vitertsdnment
of his listeners, o virtae not .“ah\‘ays appresinted
by them.

On:secing Lisette enter the apartment st oa
wament s wwopportune, amd take ber sear by
the side of Madame, Migostrnr bocane serionsly
vexed.  He wuy pasitively annoved at the cir-
st oy hint was far 1oo 'l\n“l‘xltf‘ w by wanner
to permit hisewation 1 app T IO [ea-
sotr for dismissing her,and o 2ot exs
cite wuspieion, lext the foeling being onee
rrented .\‘muhl increase in strength and stretel
ftself oy embrace what Le mizht desire 1o hide,
he permitted her to paual bed i
feelings as bust hecould, Sitting perploxed with
the thoughts which ass vled Tos bratn, and nntid
bis mind had become tharevghly perturhed, a
fortupate biea arese which furnished bimy reltefl
He often conversedl with  the old woman in
Faglish, and why not now ¢

From the thomatic style in which Lisette
usually spoke, he had ol deubted her story,
that shie was a peasant it from o raval distriet,

Having bis mind tixed on this ides, he folt kim-
self safe in emploving in her presence a foreipn
langnage, although the subject spoken of slouid
be one. of the deepest importance.  Stll, with
the usnal cantion which chamseterized all his
woceedings,  after  playfully apelogizing
L‘ranch, he commenand a trithing conversation
i English, amld watched the etfect of it on
his domestic.  On hearing this - effort Liscite
gave a shght start, bt net suflicient to ate
tract the attention of her master, who kept his
saze steadily settled on hero Feeling herself to
ka watched, and guessing the eause of i, shie felt
thnt more than ever she had o dillicull part 1o
play.  Indeed, did she wish to maintain her dis-
guise, she plainly saw that she uust sit with the
utmost inattention to all that was passing, and
shénld she raise her head at all, it conld only be
to smile with vacant sstonishment.

Being satisfied that a foreign language was
only an amusing sonnd to Lisette, Monsienr
entered fully inte the subject perplexing him,
1t ‘was quite o Jengthy speech on the folly aud

. danger to them all, for his nephew to make avers
tures to Lisette becanse of her personal charms,
“as under the excitement of fascination he might
let drop a word which would explode the scheme
whence they drew. their resourees, and should
such ever Do, he must either beﬁ his broad, or
shoot himeelf, for he uever would submit to
worse. How then was it best to uct under the
circumstances !

During this speech, delivered in tolerable Eng-
lish, ha ﬁud worked himself Lo a pitchiof intense

« axciteinent, and when, onder the power of feel.
fng he was vehemently denouncing the folly and

. and oiticen

madness of his relative, Lisatte looked up into his
fuce with such a vacant smile of being amused,
without nrpenring to be interested; that Mon-
sieur felt however he had spoken in her hearing,
he was gafe from having betrayed himself or his
doings,

Before returning anything like a  formal
answer to his enquiry, Madame requested if he
knew how the overtures of Henri were regarded
by Lisette, and whether it would not be better
before heeoming 8o serious and earnest on the
subject o ascertain if such were the case t For
hier part she thought the girl knew far too well
the market value of her good looks to accept
any one for a hushand with no better prospect
than ke had ; and did he imagine he could cap-
tivate the stranger, it was only another abortive
cflort of his conceit, an aflliction so frequently
placing him at a discount, in leading him to in-
dulge the vain expectation of succeeding where
there was o chance.

The aceent of Madame surprised Lisette more

than anything she said. There sas nothing
foreign in the tone of her Euglish, and as she
lookal into her face, for the instant astonish-
ment alniest robbed the expression of her coun-
tenanee of that want of intercst she had main-
tained. The manuner in which she spoke con-
vineed her that France was not her birth-place,
and she felt ready to challenge her with being
an Englishwoman.’
The suggestion offered by Madame had never
entered the brain of Monsieur.  He lad rushed
to the vonclusion that she would at once become
tattered by the attentions of his nephew and leap
with cagerness to actept then, whatever con-
sequences might ensue.  This new idea led him,
therefore, to reflect, and immediately to request
the old woeman to interrogate Lisette on the
subiect,

Flaving listened to the conversation of that
evening, Lisette learnt that something secret
was being practised at the Chatean. - The know-
ledge of this faet Yed her to hope that some clue
Liad been obtained toward etfecting her purpose,
and made the prohibition to approach a certain
building sitnated a1 the extremity of the slender
grouwds to appear of inportanee to her.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
THUE DINNER PARTY.

11 was not long after the conversation between
Monsteur and Madame thar the latter underiook
o interrogate Lisette on the subject proposed.
Making an arrangement for themselves to spend
an evening together in quist work, when it
came, anid they were busily employed in cheerful
Iabonr, suddenly, and as theugh without any
furethought, Madame enquired ©

** {1t true, Lisette, that Heuri has been mak-
ing overtnres to you !’

“Why sheuld Madame ask me such a ques-
tion 17 :

1t iz a candid one; and as 1 have the fullest
ennfidence in your integrity, 1 will assign my
reasnn for enquiring.””

“Thanks, Madame!

“ 1t has not remained unnoticed both by
Maonsicur and mysell, that Henri has of late
tarried Yoneer at the chatean than is his habit,
and that Calais has less attractions for him than
formetly.  Moreover, it liss not eseaped us how
attentive he has bean toward yourself, and Low
frequently. he hag detained you on the most
trifling watiers.”

“Madane is very watehful ; but what you say
is true.’”

“Yrom observing these things, Lisette, we
LEave reacked the conelnsion that your personal
charmg, of which vou cannot be ignorant, aund
it would be folly to affect to think Hyhtly of
then, have captivated his youthful mind.”

© Muadame flatters her humble servant.”

“1do uot; neither can you seriously think
that 1 do; therefore, asa good and faithful girl,
I request you to inform me if Henri has made ap
proaches toyou ”

“ 1 blush to acknowledge that he has.”

# And youew— 17

“ Feel mysell overwholmed with the con-
descension.”

** Aud have encouraged his addresses 1"’

* By no means. 1 should tremble so far to
forget my station as for a moment to give counte-
pance to the exercise of any youthful emotion
on hix part towanl myself.”

“You are goed, Lisette; Monsieur Henri
eonld uever become yeur husband,  Circum-
stances you are unacguainted with preclnde
such a passibility 3 andat s, therefore, well that
vou have not Hstened to his flatteries.”

T ¢ Thank yeu, Macdame i but when Lisette
marries she will seek among her own class for a
husband.”

¢ You nre wise,”

This little dialogne ending, Madame quickly
made an excuse for leaving theroom.  8he was
overjoyed at the discovery  she had made, the
truth of whivh ghe didl not for a moment sus.
péet, Having sought thesalon where Mousicur
was sitting inn state of fevorish excitement,
varyiug his employment between twirling his
thumbs and- reading seraps of intelligence from
an old newspaper, she ‘at once roported to him
the result of her conversation with Lisette. On
hearing it, ha looked at her for a moment with
an incredulotis stare. - Yo was not prepared for
any such conclusion to his fears, and during the
time he had been: waiting, he had in faney
sketehed more than ove plan to oppose their de-
signs. Being assured of her honesty, he be.
came extravagant in his praises, and with that

.

axuburant excitement of his nation attending a

plessurable feeling, expressed a moveless deter- |
mination to invite a number of friends to dine

with him. ' ‘ '
Never did Lisette appear more beautiful than
at that dinner-party, Plain and neat in her
attire, she attended to the duties of the table
with modesty and grace enough in themselves
to commmand the attention of the guests, but,
when added to her personal charms, excited the
admiration of the most stoical. Amidst the
warmest discussion asto whether politics, phil-
osophy, or fighting, was to be considcra«I the
greatest blessing to the human race, expressions
of admiration at her personal appearance passed
in quict remarks around that little circle.

Tlhe vanity of Monsicur was not a little flat-
tered by thus praising his domestic, and, in her
absence, that he might excite the envy of his
guests, told of her virtues in a manner most
elaborate.  What a fnnd of speculation for the
coterio wasg that night being gleaned from the
personal appearance and character of Lisette!

Among the most ardent admirers of Lisette
that evening wus Moasieur Henri. To him she
had never appeared so beautiful, and a chord of
far deeper feeling was struck in his little soul
than had ever been moved, A holivr —ifholjer
Le a proper term to employ in connection with
such a person—passion was being excited toward
her, anid an earnestness to be regarded favour-
ably was filling his mind with an unusual re-
flectiveness.

The thoughts of Lisette rolled back to her
native land, to the friends she had left bekind,
and then returned and rested on the purpose
which had brought her there, and had placed
her in the position she occupied. As she thought
the tear-drop arose in her eye, and for the mo-
ment a shade of regret overspread her features.
But this feeling was only transient, and, recover-
tng hierself, she exclaimedd :

“Coward ! to enter on a task and then to
falter.  Who solicited iy interference ! who re-
quested my aid ¥ Is not the work a self-imposad
one ! aud shall 1, as many do, practice virtue
only when it is pleasant so 1o do, and forsake it
when it leads in rugged paths, or calls for self-
denial ' Away ! intrusive thoughts, and leave
me to the enjoyment of a reverie, which shall
conduct me iuto a region of pleasant imaginings
faraway from the ruder scenes of every day ex-
istence,

Scarcely had she uttered these words in a half-
audible whisper, when she heard the sound of
footsteps and saw approaching Moensieur Heurd,
On secing him, Lisette started, and sought to
escape by immediately retiring within the
chateau,  But, anticipating this movement, he
had measured his distanes, and readily placed
himself as ensily to cut off all retreat,

““Stay, Lisette ! he exclaimed.

“What does Monsieur Henri now desire ™

““ Lisette, your appearance, and yvour manner
to-night have aroused within me emotions to
vhich, up to this hour, 1 have been a stranger,
Tell me that you will regard we with esteem,
that you will Jove me 1

Ou hearing these words, and beholding his
rucful eonntenanes, Lisette burst into a short
laugh, and replied :

“The beuted room and the good compauny
have slightly excited your braiu ; the evening
air will quickly remove such enthusiasm.”

“ Lisette, will you never hear reason ¥

“1 am all atteation when Monsicur turas
horaiiist.”

*“Why this trifling ? why this scorn 1 On my
honnur, I love you ™

* If Mousieur swears so frequently by his
houour, he will wear that virtue threadbare.”

“ Lisette, will you forever scorn me 1"

‘¢ Panion me, Monsieur, but the farce is so
well sustained that | eaunot forbear Inughing.”
“ 1 swear by Saint Peter that I love you ?”

The fisherman will, doubtless, feel flattered
by the compliment you are payviog him.”

I will swear by the who{e calendar of saints
that 1 love you.”

“1 amafraid theyare s little too far off to re-
gard your oath.”

“ Lisette, will you love met”

¢ No."’

“*You will not 1"

“ Why should Monsieur Henri wish to impose
on me, a poor domestie, the fiction that he loves
me ! | kuow but little of the world, but [ know
sufficient to prove the impossibility that such
can be the case. Were we placed beyond the
limits of society, such a thing might be possible ;-
but, while the world Joses sight of the person in
the condition, it wonld simply be to impose on
oneself to imazine such a thing.

“What can 1 do to ussure you that 1 love
you?!”

* Wait until your brain cools before vou ngain
mention to we such a subject.”

While engaged in this. colloquy they had
been strolling inthe directiou of the laboratory.
Before they were aware. of it, they found them-
selves approaching near to the dreaded building,
Feigning an aliarm, Lisette uttered a subdned
shriek, and when her companion discovered their
position, he turned quickly and began to-re-
trace his'steps. ~ At this moment a noise, as of
the low wailing of a4 human voice, fell upon the
ear of Lisette. : : .

* What noise is that " she enquired,

“ Noise 1" : Lo

# Did ‘not Monsieur hear it? It was as the
voice of a human being.”

¢ Ha ! ha?" he replied, with a forced laugh ;
¢ Lisotto has lived in the country all her life
without knowing the voice of an owl.”

‘Is’itan owl?”’ .

* Certainly ; my unclse: keei)s all sorts of

strange things in that building, and owlsamong
the number.” i
As Henri uttered these words, Lisette fixed on
him her piercing glance, and by the light of the
moon read through his countenance the depth of
his soul. ,
{ To be continued. )

Proor oF DEaTi.—Those timid beings who
are haunted by apprehensions of being buried
alive, and who make testamentary provisions
against such a contingency, may now take cour-
age, for science has supplied an infallible means
of determining whether or not the vital spark
has quitted the morial frame.  Electricity
enables us to distinguish with absolute cer-
tainty between life and death. For two or
three hours after the stoppage of the heart, the
whole of the muscles of the body have com.
pletely lost their electric excitability, When
stimulated with electricity they no longer con.
tract. If then, when Faradayism is applied to
the muscles of the limbs and trunk, say five or
six hours after supposed death, there be no con-
tractile response, it may he certified with cer.
taiuty that death has taken place, for no faint,
nor tranee, nor coma, however deep, can pre-
vent the manifestation of electric muscular con-
tractility. Here there iz no possibility of mis-
take, as there certainly was when the old tests
were employed. Muscular contructility under
the Faradayic stimulus disappears gradaally after
death. It is instautly diminished, but only
finally extinguished in about three hours ; and
hence Dr. Hughes Bennett has suggested that
electricity may sometimes be of use in medico-
legal investizations, by affording evidence as to
the time of death.

HUMOROUS.

THE elevator boy has much to do toward the
elgvation of the masses.

Fist-worMs are beginning to chin the surface
of the earth and look arcund for boys with spades and
an old ovster-can,

Avoxeg the first vegetables of the season is
the man who comes inte towa from o distance of ten
miles to take Lis ¢irl tu o cirens.

A rFadivian instanes of colour-blindness is
that of a man taking a brows 2ilk umbreila and leaving
a green gingham {oits place.

Tue only thing Ameriean about a brass band
is the way smail bays paddle through mud and dust to
eatch envugh of the tune 1o wt .

Tur mule puzzie.—Diraw a eirele fifteen feet
in diameter. place a mule in the contre. and waik around
nim without welting vatufthe cirele.

Ax exchange speaks of the < rehonmitization”
of Grant, The fine fur sheoting the English laogoage
full of holes has got to be inereased,

Henrk is & sabject for debate for next winter's
college associntions:  Husa man with & bass voice
who tries 1o sing tenur gut any principle?”

Dox't be afraid,” siid a snob to & German
fabourer: ' sit down and make vourseif my equal” I
vould hatf to biow my prains out,”’ was the Teply of the
Teutos.

“ Wit am 1 offered for this lot of calamity 17
inquired wa sucticaser at a saie of househoid effects re-
cently. The lot consisted of a washtub and wash-buard.

JorENaLisM is to be a branch of study at
Cornell Univessity. A broken-down editer is wanted
for the chatir of morning papers. First-class in mestal
scissors sud practical paste will please step forward.

¢ T)y vou use many flowers on your tahle 77
asked Mré. Murray Hill of a Soutbern visitor. = Well,
ves, was the repiv. © we have wheat and rye bread for
breakfast, bui the vld man wiil stick to corn dodgers.

THEY must have a humourist among the
ers in Newport.  One of them painted * Pond’s Ex-
o big letters cu the dour of ag ice-house. He
added : ~ Goed for buras,” but the ice-houss burped
dowu all the same,

s“Grorotr,’ said a fond mamma fo her little
son, as they were walking on the beach, *' see what &
ot of niee little stones 7 Yes,” grumbled Georgie,
as be cast a searching glance around, ** and oot & living
thing to throw ‘emazst’”

A Max from Central New York, having more
money than Auything else, eadured a tour through
Burope because he thought he must, 1o speakiog of
his trip upon return, he exclaimed ¢ The happiest
day of it all was wheo 1 stepped on Iy own palve vice
versa.'”

« Wiy, Jimmy,'" said one professional begzar
to another, *“are you going to kvoek off al}:end_\-! It's
only 2 o'eloek.” Tt No, you mutton head, gespanded
the other. who was engaged in unbucklivg his erutch,
“I'm only goibg to pat it ou the other knee. You don't
suppose a fellow ¢sv beg all day on the same leg, do
you?”

A REwarp having beeu offered for & rhyme
to Arkassar, the Arkansas Traveller set its machioe to
work and ground out the following :

There i5 a young man herein Arkansaw,
Who ean saw as much as his ma can saw 3
But give him an ax,
And with ous ur two whacks,
He'll chop vp more logs than his pa can #aw,

“K revp has invented 2 needle-gun warranted
to'kill two bundred men a minute,” but. we sball pot
purchase one of them uutil he has experimented with
his gun a couple of hours and proves e our satisfaction
the truth of his elaim, If 4 man wers to buy his peedle-
gun and discover that it would kill only one hundred
and ninety-nine tnet & minute, would Krupp take the
fraud back and refund the movey ! “There are so many
things warrantedt nowadays that jurn ont to be failures,
that & MAD can't be'too caretul when' he makes a pur-
onase. . . )

Shrewdness and Ability.

Hop Bitters, so {reely advertised in all the
papers, secular and religious, arc having a large
snle, and are supplanting all other medicines.
There is no denying the virtues of the Hop
plaut, and the proprietors of ‘these Bitters have
shown -great shrewdness aud ability in com-
-pounding a Bitters, whose virtues are so pal-

pable to every one's observation.—Exchangs.




