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goon you two hours gince, I were now eight hundred francs
richer than I am.)” .

o Eight hundred francs in two hours is gros jeu,” remarked
Gabriel.

«Yes; I played high and madly. 1In fact, Gubricl, my
friend,” continued the captain, <« my affairs, as I have before
hinted to you, are just now in an awkward state; neverthe-
lens, with your promised agsistunce, clever coquin that you
are, all may yet bo wc!l.”

« Lemnire, then, will take my promissory-note in lien of
that you are 80 cager 1o get out of his hands 7"

« Not be, the villain!  On the contrary, he plainty hints
his opinion, and therein, enere nous, 1 agree with him—that
my friend Gabriel has half-a-dozen alicses—all names well-
known to muessicurs the police, but not worth a sou upon a
bill.”

s 'I'hat remains to be proved, Monsicur Ie Capitaine. In the
meantime, what is to be done

s That, my friend, is the question.  In the first place, then,
one thousand franes, well-nigh all T am possessced of, shall, in
case of success, be yours, Ah, that, in yosur opinion, is speak-
ing to the purpose ! Eh, Gabriel 29

« No doubt. T must, however, know witheut reservation
exnctly how the said thousand franes are to be carned. [ know
that such a sum cannot be had for nothing ; still, I must know
all the whys and wherefores of the business before I engage
in it."”

w Quite right ; T expected no less from your expericnee and
knowledge of the world,  Kaow, then, [ am about to confide
in your discretion, as 1 certainly would not in the oath of
Monscigneur the Archbishop of Paris, or of his Holiness the
Pope; and for these plain reasons, wy friend—firstly, that
vou would as lief hang yourself as appear before 8 magistrate
for any purpose whatever; sceondly, that if yon did so ap-
pear, your evidence would not be worth the breath with which
it was nttered. You see 1 am candour itself”

@ Preciecly. Well 97

< Phis, then is the exact situation.  But first order in some
brandy,  You remember, Gabriel,” the captaio went on to
ray, #8 soon a5 the brandy was placed upon the table, and his
companion had resnmed his seat, but in sch a position that
Lis countenance conlid only be partially seen where Begnaod
gat—t you remember that, about a weck after that poor devil
of an artist of the Graude Rue Verte o unexpectedly paid his
debts, and turned saing, T had o ran of ill-luck, and that Le-
maire—confound him t—would not lend me a feane without
the security of my fricnd Dmmontel, who had taken up his
forner seeeptances i so satisfictory a manner. Well, 1 knew,
of cotrse, that my friend Francois Dumontel wonld not lend
me his slgnatirs to save me from perdition | and so—and so,”
adided Captain Regnaud, gulping down anotlier glass of brandy,
w fuding there was 0o help for it, and confident that I should
e able to retire the note before the month expired, l—I[—,
yon understand 27 )

4 Not t'xli'.'l]'\',“

& No! then my beain is duller than that Hashing cye of
voers, [ mean that | signed the name o1 Francois Dumonts)
without its uwner's consent”

# I plain French, that yon forged Frangois Dumontels
siguature to o bill for five thousand franes 7

Sudust that, . Well, Lenmire now refuses to renew it, even
i hadf, s 1 ooffered yesterday, were puid down, or take any
other secnrity T oean get in its place; and it ig due in four
day="" »

 Morblen, but that is «mbarrassing. | see pothing for it
but dight, ur—or blowing Dumontel’s brains out—legally, of
conrse.”

§

< Thou art a shrewd mseal, Gabriel,” exclaimed Regpaud
with vivacity, «Flight happens 1o be out of the question,
and if nothing hotter can be done, T must boldly outiace the
watter, swear the signaturee Is gentine; the fmitation, 1 can
anewer fur ity is perfect, and Domontel's former aceeptances
i my favour will naturally give force and colour to my asser-
tion,  That course would nevertheless be a dangeronts one ;
andd the othier expiedicnt you hnve suggested strikes me as the
safest, gueest plan,” '

<1t strnek me that you might provoke Duomontel to a
el and glay him. You are an adept, I have heard, at that
rame,”

* You have heard atight ; but there are cogent reasons why
t shoubl not tight him. In the first place, if he should exeape
with lite. which, however, is not likely, the affair of the bill
of exchange would bave an ugly leok.  Next, to kill him
would drmage me irretrievably with his charming widow,
whose good graces T do not yet despaic of winning; so that,
in brief, Gabriel, if you would carn the thousand francs, you
winst fight and kill Dmmnontel yourselt”

“1! Bah! yoo rave!”’

s Perfectly sane, if not precisely sober, [ assure you, friend
Gabriel,  What objections have you

' Whnt objections 7 Come, that's pleasant?- T'o begin with,
then, he is, you have told me, a good fencer, so that T should
have an excellent chancee of receiving, instead of a thousand
francs, gix inches of cold steel for my share of the bargain.”

“Tat, tut! There is no risk of that,  You shail pink him
without the slightest risk o yourself, as I have alveady four
in my lifetime ; the Iast a far smarter fellow than Damontel—
one Charles Bouis of Lyvon What ails thee 77

“ A sharp spasin, that's all; pass the brandy.”

“The expedient,” continued Regnaud in complinnce with
his companion’s gesture, Sis us simple as it issate. 1 will
provide yon a just-au-corps, or under-shirt, fiting close to the
bady ;. sxo flexible, and otherwise artistically manufactured,
that thongh impenctrable by the keenest sword-poiut, it can-
nat, except by the closest, minutest examination, be distin-
puishied from plain Hannel.  After throwing oft your coat, you
will open the vest above the just-an-corps, before engaging, to
ghew that all is above board, nml the affzir is as good as
finished-—your man  as safely and certainly spitted as a
fowl "

Gabriel was some time before he made up his mind to ac-
cept Regnaud’s atrocious proposal 5 but at last he said :

“Well, the venture is worth trying by a fellow g0 out of
clhows as I am. Where can 1 meet with this Dumontel 7'

At Bichard's, the restaurant, not far from the Louvre, Mo
dines thero most evenings between five and six o'clock.: He
iz of the true southern breed, and therefore easily provoked.”

*And the thousand franes 7

“Five hundred: at starting for the Bois de Boulogue, and
tive upon returning—successful.”

1t ig a0 bargain g and now 1 omast begone, for this con-

founded cholic increases upon me; and- I must procure some
more potent remedy than brandy.”

“Good evening, Gabriel.. The thousand francs, depend
upon it, arc as safely yours as if aiready pouched.”

Le Capitaine Regnaud slept soundly at' daybreak the next
morning, his head glued to the pillow by the strong. potac
tions of ‘the provious evening; nevertheless awake he must
and did under the infliction of the shouts and shakings of
some half-a-dozen gendarmes ; and clondy, mystified as were
his wine and sleep oppressed senses, he was soon made to
comprehend that he, Jules Regnaud, ci-devant Capitaine de
Chasscurs, was on his way to prison, charged with the grave
crime of having forged the signature of Frangois Dumontel to
a bill of exchange for five thousand francs.

‘The Cour «'Assizes of the Scine, before which Regnand was
arraigned, was ‘in session the next week but one.  Various
formalitics having been gone through, the previously sworn
testimony of Lemaire, that he discounted the bill for the ac-
cnsed, and that of Frangois Dumontel, that he had not signed
it, nor authorized any one else to do se, was repeated in
open court—the accused, who had recovered all his audacity,
frequently interrupting the last witness by questions and
assertions, tending to shew that he, Dumontel, had given
t!h(‘r bill, ag he had former ones, in discharge of a gambling
ebt,

“ Listen to me, Regnnud,” said the president.
acquainted, it appears, with one Gabriel 7

The accused appeared to blench fora moment ; but recover-
ing himself, said boldly:

“ Yes; I know there is such a fellow, an escaped forqat, I
had Iatterly reason to suspect, and I in consequence kicked
him out of an estaminet.”

“ An cstaminet in the Faubourg St. Antojne ?

% Yes—no; I do not precisely remember, Monsicur le Pré-
sident.”

“ Did you not confuss to him that you had forged
Frangois Dumontel’s name to this bill for five thousand
fruncy 7

“Never. If ho has said so, it is a vile intention to be re-
venged upon me.  And of what worth, Monsicur le P'résident,
tet me ask, is the testimony of an eseaped forgat, which |
contend Gabricel to be 7

“ Did you tell him that you possessed a curiously contrived
Just-au-corpe, or undercoat, impenetrable by pistol-ball or
sword-thrust, by means of which you had been enabled to
safely slay four persons in pretended dnels 77

“Never! It is all, 1 insist; a hideous calumny,” replied
the prisoner, hut now ghastly pale, and with much diminished
contidence,

¢ Tt is certain, nevertheless, Regnand, that such an article
has been found at your lodgings.  You have other witnesses
Monsieur je Procurcur-General 5 let them be examined

4 Yes, le Sieur Bouls, ancien commisssire de police, and
member of the Legion of Honour.”

“Acensed,” said the President, whilst the huissier was
gone in quest of the witness, ‘“do you know the Sieur
Bouis 2

4 No, Monsieur le Prosident,”

¢ Look at the witness,”” continued the President, indicating
M. Bouis, who had entered the court, dressed in deep mourn-
ing, and wearing, as usual, his ribbon, ‘tand say if you per-
sist in that answer”

H Yes—no, that iz ———— stammered Legnaud, upon
whose forchead large drops of perspiration suddenly broke
out,

“ You are not quite sure,
memory,”

With guick dexterity, M. Bounix assumed a black wig,
whiskers, amnd mounstache, and turning fiercely towards the
necused, exclaimed

< Now, villain, do yon know me?”

“Gabriel ™ shiricked the acoused, surprised oot of all seli-
control—-+ [ am lost !

There could by no doubt of that; and ten minutes had not
passed before Jules Reguaud was convicted and sentenced to
the galleys for life—the President expressing his regret that
he could not be punished capitally for the marders by duel
he had confessed to have committed., He was sent with the
next chain-gang to Brest, where he survived this his fifth and
last duel, thongh not fought with sword or pistol, about two
years only. [ have not Leen able to discover any further trace
of the fortunes of Frangois and Fuplhrosyoe Dumontel, or of
the ex-commissary of Police, Bonis,

t“ You are

T'he witness will refresh your

The Paris Liberts, which paper takes special care to instruct
its readers in matters appertaining to England, in writing
about the Oxtford and Cambridge boat race, says that the
champions sometimes go down the Thawmes as far as Kew and
even Richmond. “The course is always straight and without
turns.”  Then from 25,000,600 to 30,000,000 of bets are made
vach year at Putney, and the moring after the race fifty sui-
cides are committed in London by losers, who return to town
and blow out their brain, * but the custom is 2o general that
no one takes any notice of it.” Both Houses of Parliament
are present at these jousts, and the Archbishops of York and
Canterbnry and the Bishop of London occupy a place on the
ferry-boat, which ferry-boat, followed by two or three hundred
eraft, descends the river at the regulation distance of a hun-
dred yards from the rowers,  The above information was pro-
bably derived by the correspoundent of the Liberté from the
hackaey-coachman who charged him six pounds sterling for
the journey.

A SersTiteTk vor A Runpkr.—"The screw steamer @ Indig™
of the Anchor ting, plying between Glasgow and New York,
put into Halifax, N, 8., on Fcbraoary 23rd.  She had been
twenty-seven days out from Glasgow, having lost her rudder
on February Sth.  Thirteen days afterwards, she fell in with
the American fishing schooner “Joseph H. Chandler,” and
Inshed her to her stern, the schooner steering the strange
vessel compounded of twe eraft dissimilar from each other in
every respect. ‘

Pixg 'UrRs  vHRiE owy  INcRNDIARIRS.—A - French writer
thinks that the very frequent fires which oceur i pine forests
in.summer, fav from any habitation, are not due, as has been

_commonly believed, to carcless or mischievous people, but to

the action-of the sun's rays concentrated: by the globules of
resin which exude from the trees. These act as burning lenses,
and start the conflagration, which, of conrse, gpreads. vapidly
atuong such intiammable material. I

SCIENCE NOTES.

Tue SunrLower a¥p NitRoGEN.—No plant absorbs nitrogen
go rapidly as the sunflower, as ravenous as the stomach of an
ostrich. A pigeon was buried between the roots of a sunflower,
after some weeks not a vestige of the bird was found—the
plant had devoured and digested even the feathers,

The Channel tunnel scheme has assumed such practical
shape that one-third of the £30,000, which it is supposed
will suffice for cutting the experimental drift way, has been
subscribed. From Dover to Calais in less than an hour, and
with no sea-gsickness, will be regarded by many as the very
perfection of travelling, although done in & tunnel. M. Thiers
believes a tunnel under the Channel is ag possible as one
under Mont Cenis, but he said recently France could devote
no capital to it. Every facility and encouragement would,
howaver, be given to English capitalists.

AxtinoTe 1o Cargonic Acip.—The use of carbolic acid as a
disinfectant, now so common cverywhere, is fraught with
danger, as it is a virnlent poison; and if it be accidentally
taken internally, an effective antidote will be necessary. Dr.
Husemann, of Gollingen, suggests, for counteracting its effects
on the stomach, a new preparation which he calls calearia
saccharala (saccharate of lime), prepared by dissolving 16
parts refined sugarin 40 parts water, and adding 5 partsslaked
lime. Digest the mixture for three days, stir occasionally,
filter and evaporate to dryness,

Ax Apscess Curep wy INapverteExce—Dr. Du Hadway re-
ports the singular restoration to health of a man aflicted
with psoriatic abscess. The Doctor tried several remecdies
without suceess, and at last prescribed two drachms iodide of
potassium in gix ounces distilled water; dose, a tablespoon-
full three times a day. The patient, a foreigner, misunder-
gtood the directions, and swallowed the whole at once
Strangely enough, the 120 grains iodide of potassium did him
no harm ; but, on the contrary, his appetite, which had been
very poor, was restored, and in ten days the abscess was healed.
He needed no further medicine, and is completely restored to
health.

A New Exprosive.~—A new explosive has been lately brought
under public notice by Dr. Justus Fuchs, of Alt Berun, in
Prussian Silesia, It is called fulminatine, and is another
kind of nitrite explosive. This new agent differs from dyna-
mite in having a considerably larger contents of nitro-glyce-
rine, and in the 25 per cent of silica contained by the latter
being replaced by 15 per cent. of a chemically prepared sub-
stance.  This izitherto unknown substance is said to possess
much greater absorbing power than kisselyuir, and, when ig-
nited, to be almost entirely dissipated as gases, thus consider-
ably augmenting the explosive effect. While all the silica of
the dynamite is left as a white residue after explosion, ful-
minatine ouly leaves a little black carbonaceous remnant,
The prices of both explosives are the same,

Sivpre DisiNvECTANTS.—As @ simple method of employing
carbolic acid, C. Hemburgh, of Berlin, proposes to saturate
sheets of coarse millboard with the disinfectant in question.
The sheets may be hung up in the rooms requiring purifica-
tion, or a small picce may be torn off when a small quantity
only of carbolic acid is wanted. Shects of millboard, having
an area of about seven square feet, und containing about one-
nfth of & pound of carbolic acid, are sold in Berlin for a ghil-
ling a piece, Dr. Hager gives the composition of a disinfecting
paste for nse as a washing power. It consists of 160 parts of
white clay, 1,000 parts of distilled water, and thirty-five parts
of ondivary nitric acid, The mass thus obtained is allowed
to stand for a few days, being stirred frequently.  The super-
natant fluid is then to be poured off, and the clayey mass
thoroughly washed with distilled water.  Five parts of per-
wanganate of potash are now to be added, and the composi-
tion, when dried, is made up into ablets and wrapped in
puper saturated with paratiino.

SearLrr Pever Nox-coxtasiovts.—Dr, E. H. Lewis, in an in-
teresting article published in the Northiwestern Medical and
Suryical Journal, states some striking facts bearing upon the
contagiousness of scarlet fever.  From data, gathered during
an epidemic in 1870, the 'doctor concludes that scarlet fever
is not caused by sewer gases, or marsh miasms, or decaying
vegetable matter, impure water, or the habits of the people;
for in the cases observed by him all these causes were absent.
The epidemic travelled directly and rapidly through well
drained and elevated regions of country, sweeping everything
before it.  In the cases observed, the Doctor could find noth-
inr to enable him to believe in {ts contagiousness. Hesays:
G have not the slightest doubt that the causes of scarlatina
depend upon some pecnliar comlition of the atmosphere fa-
vourable to the propagation of the scarlatina poison, and that
it travels in a mauner similar to epidemic cholera, the princi-
pal feature of which it simulates, the difference being that in
cholera the force of the disease is spent upon the bowels,
while in scarlatina it is expended upon the skinand throat.”

laxiTiox oF Exrrosives.—Interesting experiments were re-
cently made by Messrs. Leygue and Champion, to ascertain
the temperature at which certain explosives ignite, They
used for this purpose a bar of copper, which was heated at
one end only. It was provided with sinall grooves, placed 10
centimeters apirt from cach other, and provided with metal-
lic alloys of different fuzibility, so that the temperature of
vach part of the bar was caxily ascertained.  The substance
under trial was then strewn npon the bar in small quantities,
and the place where it jgnited gave the temperature of igni-
tion, Thus wasit shownthat, for their explosion, was required
for:

Deg. Cent. Fabr,
Chassepot percussion eap powder. ... ... . 101 374
Fulminate of mercury ..., ..., e eee . 200 392
Equal parts of sulphor and chlorate of potas-
sium Lo e e e 200 3962
Guneottont..........v . N . 220 428
Nitro-glyeerine oo oo Lo o inie L 25T 4044
Chasse powder...ooi oot ‘e Loo 28R 5502
nnon powder oL e biaee e . 295 563-8
Iicrates of mevenry, lead andiron .., ... .. 208 564-6
Picrate powder for torpedoes. ..o 0oL 31s 5988
i i wusket., o0 oo oL 38 6762
it i CARNOD ..y v iieraneens. .. 380 7158

These vesearches prove the great explosive power of fuls
winates and nitrite compounds,; while our ordinary gunpowder
and picmte powder wmay be vwployed with much greater
safety. :




