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into gentle slopes, and opeaing defiles, receive its buildings and
habitations. = T'emples, domes, and marble palaces, are ranged
round the crescent form of the bay, and above them arise  dark
massces, and wooded clelts, and fair gm'dehs. whose trees are
ever vernal. Before it the mighty sea binds its wild streams,
and smoothes them into gentlest waves, as they kiss the silver,
pebly shiore, and lingee with duleet murmue ardund the deep-
based 'promontories. The heaven—who " has not heard of an
Ttalian heaven ?—one inlense diflusion, one serenc omnipre-
sence, fo'ever smiling in inestinguishable beauly above the
boundless sea, and for ever bending in azuie mirth over the Ilow-
ing outlines of the distant mountains.

The steam-hoat, proceeded on its cqual and swift course along
the shores, each varyingin beauty, and redolent with sweets,
The first passed Castel-a-Mare, and then the abrupt promontories
on which Sorrento and ancient' Amalfi are situated.  The subli-
mity and intense loveliness of the scene wrapt in delight each
bosom, nol inaccessible to pure and lofly emotions. The hills,
covered with ilex. dark loaurel, and bright-leaved myrtle, were
‘mirrored in the pullucid waves, which the lower branches car-
essed and kissed as the winds waved them.  Behind arose other,
hills, also covered with wood ; and, more distant forming the
grand back-ground, was sketched the huge ridge of lofty Ap-
ennines, which extends even o the foot ()['.[mly. 8ti'l procecd-
ing on their woy to Pozstum, t1ey exchanged the roeky beach for
alow and dreary share.  The dusky mountains refired inland,
leaving o waste, the abode of mal'aria, and haunt of robbers, the
landscape assumed a gloomy magnificenee, in place of the roman-
tic and picturesque loveliness which before charmed their eyes.
Lidislas leaned from the side of the vesscl anc gazed upon the
beauty of nature with seniiments too disturbed for happiness.
e was annoyed by the unpropitious presence of the idle and the
goy. Hesaw Idalic in the midst of them, and did not even wish
to..join_her while thus siluated. ITe shrank into himself, aud
tried, forgetting the immediate discomforts of his position, to
think only of that paradise into which Jove had led him, to



