
[150 )
into gentle slopes, and opening defiles, reccive its buildings and
habitations. Temples, domes, and marble palaces, are ranged
round the crescent form'ofrthe bay, and above then arise dark
masses, and wooded clefts, and fiiir gardens, whose trees are
cver vernal. 3efore it the mighty sea binds its wild strearns,
and smoothes ihem into grentlest waves, as they kiss the silver,
peh!y shore, and linger with duleet rnu-cnur around the decp-
based prononforics. The heaven-who has not heard of an
Italian heaven ?-one intense diflision, one serene omnipre-
sence, fo-ever smUng in inextinguishable beauty above the
boundless sen, and for cver bending in azue mirth over the flow-
ing outlines of the distant mountains.

The steam-boat proceeded on its equal and swift course along
the shorcs, cach varying in beaufy, and rodolent with sweets.
The first passed Castcl-a-Mare, and then the abrupt promontories
oa whicli Sorrento and ancient Amalli are situated. The subll.
mity and intense loveliness of tli sccnc wrapt in delight cach
bosomn, nol inaccessible to pure and lofly enotions. The hills,
coverel wiih ilex, dark laurel, and bright-lcavcd myrtle, were
mirrored in) flic pullucid wavos, which the lower branches car-
essed and kissed as the winds waved then. Echind aroso other
bills, also covcrèed witlh wood ; and, more distant forming the
grand i back-go mdin, was skctched the luige ridge of lofiy A p-
cnnines, whicl exteuds evert t ho foot ofltaly. Still proceed-
ing on their wiay to Postîm, 1 icy exchanged the roclky beach for
a low and drcarv shore. The duslky mountains retired inland,
leavinig a waste, the abodc of maFaria, and haunt of robbers, the
lanîdscape assumed a gloomy magnificence, in place of the roman-
tic and picturesquc loveliness which befot e charmed their cyCs.
Lidislas lcaned from the side ofthe vessel am. gazed upon the
beauty ofnature vith sentiments too disturbed for happiness.
le was annoyed by the unpropitious presence of the idle and the
gay. Hc saw Idalie in the nidst of them, and did not even wish
to. join ber hiile tlius situated. Ife shrank into himself, and
tried, forgetting tle immediate discomnforts of his position, to
tLiink only of that puadise into which love had led hii, to


