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THE CHRISTIAN.

in lact, cvery aot of hinduess hus Leon oxtonded
th..t Chiistian courtesy cuuld supgest.

We aro now nearing the cluso of the year. Soon
1883 will be r.umbered with the years boyond the
flood.  As I take a rotrospecdive viow of tho past
1 rejuico that guod health has been v ine to enjoy
all the year round, Not a cent have I paid in
dector’a bills for oithor mysolf or family for the
last ton years. Farihermore, I rejoice that through-
out the year, with tho exceptivn of fifteon weoks,
I have added from one to si< to the church cach
week, haning in all sixty-one additions. I have
also averaged four visits a day, and have endecav-
ored to cumfurt the sick aud tho dying and dispense
sunshine wherever J have gone. Nor is this all.
I have writton over 1,500 pages of manaseript,
and am now ongaged in preparing soveral volumes
for the press. During all these labors I have
learned a great many lessons of considerablo im-
purtance, which, doubtless, some day will be given
to the public. However, I shall alvays endoavor,
amid hfo's varied scenes, to

Preas on in the line of duty,
Calmly march and boldly stand,
For my home’s in fadoless beauty
Just across the golden strand,
V. K. Beee.

December 17th, '88.

NOVA SU0TIA.

KEMPT.

I lef. hore on the morning of the 31d of Dec.,
on my way to Woestport,  After driving from
Kempt to Anuapolis, stoppivg long onough at the
Chfton Housa to dine, I touk the steamer DBertha
for Digby, arriving there at 4.30 p. m. 1 touk the
coach for Sandy Cove, arriving at the last men-
tioned plsce at 6.15 p. m. Here I vas received by
Bro. Harverd Etdridge and family. I spenta very
enjuyable eveuing, being cared for kindly in a real
genuine hoapitable manuer. 1 also had the plea-
sure of meetiug Swster G. M. Leary, wife of Capt.
Leary and daughter of Bro. and Sister Eldridgo

Next morning, taking the coach at 7 a. m., ar-
rived at Tiverton at 16 a. m. Here I mot Bro.
1. C. Bowers of Wustport, and had the pleasure
of grasping the hand of Bro. Milton Outhouse,
who recoived mo with kindness and cenducted me
to his home. After dinner I went out to take a
view of tho place, Bro. M. A. DeVoo requesting
me to remain over and preach for them. 1 did so,
and at 7 p. m quite a large audienco greeted mo.
Wo bad a grand meeoting. I was dolighted with
the brothren, and also the building; such a nice
snug house to worslip 1n bas never been my chance
to visit. Its appcarance speaks volumes for the
brothren; it is indeed a big item to the credit of
the brethren thore.

1 spent a pleasant timo with Bro. DsVoe. Ho
is well liked by the brethron: they speak vory
highly of him and he of them. We have a firm,
ardent and right-thinking Christian soldier in Iro.
DoVoe—stroug in the faith once delivered to the
saints. 1 awm glad he is settled down in Tiverton,
Gud blees him and his labors, is my sincere prayer.
1 also had tho pleasuro of meating Bro. and Sister
Johu Smith, and at whosoe home I received a hearty
woleomo.  In fact, the kinduess from all was such
1 shall nover forget

After remaining over one night, I was asked by
Bro. DvVoo and others to remain anuther night.
1 did so, and a larger houso grected us. I spoke
on the subject found in L Cor., xv. 20. I formed
the acquaintanco of many of tho brethren, and was
to the homo of Bro. snd Sister Amos Outhouss,
where 1 was used very kindly indeed.

On Thursday morning at 12 o’clock T arrived at
Westport. 1 was met by Bro. Ii. C. Bowers and
taken to his home,  After dinner, in company with
our brother, we visited Bro. E. A, Payson's, into
whose homo I was taken and soon found myself
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aund many warm {niends.
tind myself in the hume of Sister E, A, Payaon,
whose acquaintance I had made while attending a
Bro. and Sister Pay-
son have a beautiful home; peaco and joy scoms v
reign trivmphant.  This homo indeed shows evi-
dently the power of Christian living, Bro. and
Siater Payson are strong in the faith.  Their hearts
aro made glad and their home bnighter to geo their

; ouly daughter, Carrie, so dovoted to the truo prin-

ciples of the religion of Christ our Saviour, whoso
dovoted Christian character and genial spirit makes
their homo indeed a home.  On Saturday evening
(day of my arrival) 1 attended tho prayer mocting,
aud we had an enjoyable time.

Bro. D. McLean and bis daughter Laura wero
here. 1 have indeed found a noble and dovoted
Christian brother in Bro, D, McLean. o has
indeced a hecart of oak filled with love for Christ
snd tho church, o knows how to love his brother
becavse he loves his Master. May God bless our
Jand, and build up and oxtend the influence of His
truth by lighting up the way by such noble-hearted
mwen as our Bio. McLean,

Lord's dey morning, at 10,30, I spoke in tho
Buthel for the first timo. We had a large congre-
gation. At 2 30 was the Sunday-school, whero [
was glad to seo 80 many interested in this noble
work, The school is under the watehful care of
brothren dovoted to the work, such as Bros. E. A,
Payson, E. C. Bowers, Geo. Bowers, Thes. Hicks
and Sistors Carrie Payson, Edith Poters and Su-
perintondent Bro. Juhn Peters. In the evening
at 7 p. m. we bad a full house, and greatly enjoyed
our gathering together, after which the Lord's
supper was attended, presided over by Elder E. A.
Payson.

1 prrpoto romaining here for a fow weeks. It
is rather a dilicuit time of year to hold meetings,
but I intend duing all the work pussible while here,
after which I return to my firat fisld of labor. 1
am glad to report that Bro. H. Murray has re-
covered from his illness and ia ablo to attend to his
pastoral work,

As Christmas is how at hand, and hefore we greet
our always welcome friend, Tie CanrisTIAYN, it will
bo numbered with tho past. I wish tho brethren
in Christ a joyous season, uid God grant the com-
ing year may bo one of greater effort and moro

abundant success. H. E. CooxE.
Westport, Dee. 14, 'S8,

TIVEKTON.

We are now settled for a yoar at least at Tiver-
tun., Our meetings are woll attended and the
audiences attontive, and wo aro praying God for,
and trusting Bim to give, the increase.

The brethren and friends, to the number of thirty-
fivo, took us by surprise last Wednesday evening
and made us a generous donatien, consisting of
provisions snd useful houschold ariicles of over
830 in value. Our prayer is that He, from whem
cometh every good and perfeot ¢ift, will enable ns
to prove more worthy of His bonefits and that He
will atundantly bless those through whom this gift

has como to us. H. A. DeVoe.
December 21st, "83.

HALIFAX LETTER.

By last lottor was written in Shubenacadie, and
at the timo of writing I was engaged iu a meetine
Altogether, I spent twelve days there, preachod
fifteen discourses, and as an immediato result thero
wero eight additions by confossion and cbedienco,
one restored, and ono other wade the good ¢ mfes
sivn, but through unavuidible cirenmstances was
not able to bo baptized. Patt of the timo we had
the uso of the Presbyterian church, for which
wo thanked them for their kinduess and then comtin-
ued our meetings in a school-house. Tho brethron
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ate louhing forward with plossure to the time
when their own moeting-houee will be finished.
TFrom hero I weat to the Nine-mi'e River, where
there are about half a dvzon Disciples. I remained
hero one week, and as a present resvlt four were
added to the one body, thesn took membership with
tho church at Rawdon, I am in hopes to see a
church hero aomeo day.

From Nino-mile River [ wont to Cpper Rawdon,
with the intention of having a meoting for a fow
days, and on Lord's day we had two grand meet-
ings, and planned to have some mectings through
the weok, but the rain descended and the wind
blew, and our plans fell to the ground. The meot-
ing had to be givon up for the present, but in the
near future we hopo to meet with better success.
In all these places a good interest was manifested,
and the brethron seom oarnest and desirous of
secing the work go on. :

As I travel around from chuarch to church I am
more and more impressed with the great need of
evangelistic work, and I pray that the Lord will
open the oyos of His peoplo so that they may see
the necessity of further effort in this direction,
Woeak churches cannot build meoting-houecs and
pay preachers without aid,. and unless msoting
houses can bo built and preachers sustained the
work cannot goon. Somo ono may say this is a
“issionary letter”—call it what you like. I will
give some facts that will prove that there is need
for us to awake up out of sleep. In rummaging
ovor the bools in my library this morning I came
acruas a litile pamphlet entitled, ‘Minutes of the
Annual Meeting of tho Disciples of Christ in Nova
Scutia and New Brunswick, held in Cuburg street
Church at St. John, N. B., Sept 20th, 1879.” I
looked over this pampblet with interest, and here-

with give some facts and figures that may interest
the genoral reader.  In 1879 twenty churches re-
ported to the Annual Meeting, showitg a total
membership of 1,370. In 1838 eighteen churches
reported, with a total membership not exceeding
1,600. Noarly ten yoars, and yot the not increase
cannot be estimated as much over two hundred.
Of courso this does not refer to the number who
have beer. added to the different churches in that
time. But to the permaneat growth. We will
pick out six of the lurgest churches reporting in
1879, und compare with their report as given in
1888:

1879. 1888.
Keupt..... ettt 110 68
MAON. v i ves. 160 163
Cornwallis..oooveenevinen Ceenee 104 94
West Gore..... eeeesee eraaeeen 133 135
ST Y10 | UGN 110 200
Lord's Cove........ eeeieeaaaens 110 147

Whilo the church at St. John is largest in point
of numbers at present, yot the church at Lisunard-
vitle shows the largast inerease during this period.
In 1879 it reported » membership of 60; in 1888 it
had inereased to 155, shuwing an increass during
this period of 95. The church at St. Jouhn cumes
next, showing an incroase of 90. The church sus-
taming the greatest loss is that at Kewmpt, showing
a docreaso of 42. Theso figures are significant.
Wo must turn the tide. And, now, who is goiug
todo this? No one man can; but wo all can. This
1s the time of year when wo are in the hatit of
making «oud resulutions—turning over new leaves.
Thon lot us make tha resolution to do more for the
snke of Christ this year than over before, and 1
will venture to say that if wo all do that, that there
will be the largest report in tho way of increase at
our nest Annual Meeting that we have ever had.
I am dotermined, God holping me, to begin the
work over agaio with 1enewed vigor, and the success
that has attondod my humblo efforts during the
past fow weeks has only made mo more anxious for
the future, and [ hops to have the hearty ¢r-oper-
ation of the drethren throughout the provinces,
and that cach ono may feel au interest in this great
movement. Let those who cannot go out into the
world to preach help thoss that can, and then let
thuse that do preach be earnoat, faithfal and 1rue,
with the Bible in their hands, the love of Gnd and
man in their hoarts, aud wo will then all mest
aronnd the throne of God in heaven, whuro sorrow
is never known, and love and harmony shall reign
forevaor. W. H. Harpiye.

Halifax, Dec. 20, 'S8,



