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Ve accept no responsibility; they take
the chances, wiichi frequently end in a
subsequent consultation of a regular
physician.

5. Were we to prescribe and fail to
cure, w'hichi would imost likely be the case,
what a nfaille we would .ooI have ! and
wiat is more surious, our medicines and
wares wouîld partake of the same reputa
tion-no account aIl rouml.

No i dickerinig with outside things the
pharmacist ias iearned does not pay.
Consequently, we say of ail sucih, hands
(!/: To suimmîarize, i ami confident that
wiatever is prescribed over the counter
would be of little value to the physician
-not imore than $10 annîualliy frot eacih
store. Those who seek drug store advice,
ais ai rle, have no ioiey to pay I physi-
cian, and often the Imedicine is furinisied
gratuitoisly, mainly to save bothering the
doctor, ience as an economny of forces all
round. If it be true, is often said, that
physicians, withi ail their knlowl edge
and skill, are founid frequently groping in
the dark, iow preposterous thei is it to
bring suci an accusation against the
druggist, who is so little nequainted
with the physiological action and tiera.
peîutics of mîedicinal agents! Ont this
score it is impossible foi' the pharmnacist
to aitagonize, to anly extent, the physi-
cian's work and isefuîlniess.

Second. As to Icpcating Prescriptions.
- There is nu doubt but that the regula
tion of titis is solely gunder the Liphysicians'
control, and the pharnmacists will only too
gladly co-operate with themî at any timie,
provided it be so desired, in crushing out0
the supposed evil. We frequently Iear
persons say wien handing us a box or
bottle: "lThe doctor old me to get tiis
nicdicine renewed." We Can do nothinig
but obey, for we invariably take it for
granted that the phàysician's wisi is only
being complied with. Would it nlot be
considered, under suîci circumnstances, the
Ieigit of prcstmptioni-nlay, arrogance, to
do other than as requested 7

Whenever the miedical profession is
ready to stop ail prescriptions fromt being
repeated, let it be so expressed by word
or writing, and the pharmacists, in a body,
will gladly sec to its enforcement. White
Iost of us are in the business forI a living,
we are nlot regardless of the imnterests of
others, and will at ail timnes go to the ex-
tremte to serve the sick or to please the
physician, even thougi the pay involved
be mnimiimtîum.

No ! the trouble is wiLit the doctors,
but they wisi to charge it to the drug.
gists. They have only to say to Mr. A.
or Mr. R, under 110 circuistance is tis
prescription to be repeated, anld also write
samne on the blank, and that will end the
miatter. Tihe secret, however, of nlot en-
forcing such an ieroic rcnedy lies in the
censure tiat the physicians wvould incur.
They have little unanimity among theim-
selves, anid, as al] possibly would not comte
into such an agrf eet, those observing
it woulld sufTer a loss of custom, becaause
sucht a digression would be boind te ofTend
some, inlasmnucht ais the laity ha. sO long

been accustoimted te io restrictions. Sucih
tien would emiploy; w hen ieeded, other
itmedical advisers w'ho did lot, observe the
ntew regumlation, and tiis would be to the
disadvantage of those audvocatitg its adop.
Lion. For this reason the onius of results
is assigned to the druggists.

As ai outgrowti fromn these two comn-
plaints, whiere vill imiatters ild ? 1 t is to
nlote the tendeicies more than anlythiinmg
else that this article is writtent.

Se% trat Itontis ago the writer vas sent
by t Ite publisiers at cotm) plimientary copy
of a populair text-book on miateria iitedica.
This iow, at the present timie, is the latest.
vork Oi the sulldect., and is supposed for

the iext few yeas to conttrol time destii
ies of the umedical students in our valious
sch ools, and wilat the impression ipon
the youinger physicians is likiely to be, as
gleanumed fromtî somiîe of the pages of tlis
book,egardiIg pIa acy anitI piarmttacists,
it wvill nlot be difiicult to prediet. i.et, us
read for a few' moments somie of its
advice :

"II ib douîbtlessb a faL..L farmiliam to 
observer that the old-tiie conmfidential re-
lations bet.ween the professions of physi-
ciai and piarmmacist iave almottest passed
iito oblivion. It fact, the tendency of
pharimacy nowadays is towards tihe posi-
tion of a illemre mîtontey-mtak iig trade in-
stead of in the exalted direction of a pro-
fession. 'ite indiscritiminate renewing of
prescriptions, the open sale of iiack nos
trums and h1onni.eopathic pellets, the readi-
nless withi wiici counter prescribing is
indulged in, Lite insinuations too frequent-
ly imade over the drug counter in reflection
on physicians, and imanly other similai'
practices have cauîsed the non-combatant
profession to regard the average druggist
witi suspicion. If physicians boldly Look
the dispensing of mîedicinies im'ore into
tiheir' own Iands imlany of these evils
wouîld sooni eliminlate ltnemselves froim the
drug stor'eF."

Tt further advises physiciais puttiig
up their own prescriptions, citing Enîg-
iand as a country wiere it is still in vogue,
except in large ci ties, and aiso reitminds us
that as (omopathy does this, so should
Allopathy. T hus continues:

" With a snail stock of reliable iluid
extracts, and an equally moderate supply
of gelatin.conted pUis and coipressed
tablets fromt the be(sLt hoiuses, physiciais
could chteckiate the Inîscripulotis prae.
tice of imany druggists to a great extent,
save their' patients iialny doliais, and re.
tain iianîy a dollar for tieir own pockets
whici under the present, systemî goes to
their ENEMmuS, etc."

Now, is not this ilice language to be in
a tex-tbook by ami emiinent physicatia,
supposed to kiow wiereof ie writes?
H[ow mîucih iore generous it would have
beei of Iim to iav.e aieliorated oui'
slhor'tcominîgs and to have given is clever
advice, thius trying to bring the two pro'
fessions icarer ather than farther apart !
Such writings in some cases rellect upon
themiselves, but often, as probably in titis
instanîce, they do damage-incaculable
injury, and «vhat is worse, the druggists

are powerless to answer sucih ai tintruti-
fui titade Or satire so ILs to have eli'ect
w'ith the iedical students. Tie latter
sec but their own books and wi'itintgs,
consequently ours seldoi ever reaci thitl'
close inspection, and they will oinly leari
faulty assertions by sheer experience, and
that. extended over a ong tigme.

Again, soie few weeks ago, caLie unde'
îîmy notic(i an article in ie ifedic(ail Pro-
gress, entitled "SIall Physicians Dispense
Their Own Drugs "in whici we are in
imaiy instances wronîgftilly accused, tus

The dr'uggists substitute,-, treat minor
aiIInents, cut o' physiciamis' inîcomîte. For-
mtlerly a physiciai could not dispense ihis
own drigs if Ihe did a large practice, but
modern pharimacy has coule to his assis-
tance, and this is possible, independent of
the s f necessary, the physi
ciaii can employ a drug clerk. The iope
of reforming druggists wio prescribe is
vain. The physician mllust look in anlother
direction for relief froma this infringeiment.
Unîless drIIggists are content, to live by
teir bisiness and quit usurpiitg the place

of the physicianl, they imiay soon e.pect to
see a cert'ain place ini every physician's
otlice occupied by a linte of driigs, etc."

This is a little mitldetr and teemîed witih
better discretion ail around.

Again, we noticed in a recent editorial
f voml The Mlical New.<, entitled "l Physi-
cians Should Dispense Tieir Owni NMedi-
ciies," quite a umber of their character
istie reasonts, tihus

"a. ChecmîicalanîdphtarimiaceutLical science
and art have reached sucht perfection that
it is nîow possible to do so.

" 2. I v saves the patient ioney and
trouble.

" 3. Tue ordinary character finds it hard
to pay for simple advice.

"' . In energency cases and in severe
forns of acite diseases, time is saved and
the disease miore ef'ectually witistood by
the iatmtediate administration of the need-
cd remedy.

"5. Tite accidents of prescription writ-
ing and of prescription filling arc'lessened
,'hile at the sale Lime (with proper caro
and watchfulness over laiboratory prepar-
ations) the eflicacy and pihysiological effiects
of drugsareassured.

6. It will lessen the evils of liospital
abuse, drug-store doctoring, the systemi of
druggists' commissions to physicians, and
of coumter prescribing."

We have enumierated sutllicient sources
of authority to show Litat the subject is,
just now, receiving by the miedical profes-
sion more titan a passing notice. Now,
there is nlot truly an argument in any of
these citations whicl catamot be masterly
and successfully confuited, but time nlor
the space in this article will admit of the
undertaukinîg. Eiough, in coinent, is
said wien plharmacists are reminded of
the purpose and intent of the nedical fra-
ternity, so that " by beiig forewarned we
are forearmed."

Therc is iowver, nothing for' the piar-
im,' r'cutical profession to do but to await
developiuments. Lot us, therefore, go
along in the even tenor of our way, being
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