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Letters of apology for absenco were readYfrom the president of
the Brandon W. C. 1. U, Rev. J. M. Douglas, Brahdon, Hon. Senator
Girard and others.

The president gave an interesting address on the history of the
work of the Alliance from its organization to the present time, and
pointed out some of its wants, particulurly that of more general and
thorough organization.

Reports were submitted by the seeretary, referring among other
things to the visit of Mrs. Youmans and the establishment of the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union which had been the result.
It was also stated thut the finances of the Alliance would be in a
healthy condition it all subscriptions were paid.

A business committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. J. A.
Tees, Wilson, Irwin and Rev. T. McGuire.

Brief reports of an interesting character were presented by a
number of delegates respecting temperance work in their several
localitics. The speakers generally were' of the opinion that the
people woald give a majority vote in favor of the Scott Act. Among
the speakers under the last head were Rev. Mr. Bell, of Crystzﬁ
City, who referred to the progress of the Royal Templars in South-
ern Manitoba ; Rev. My, Buntel, of Dominion City ; Mr. Johnson, of
Stonewall ; Rev. Messrs. Gibson, Crichton, of Portage In Praivie; J.
R. Bonny, of Nelson ; J. B. Silcox, of Winnipeg ; Mr. Monk who gave
an encouraging account of the work of the Winnipeg W. C. 1. U,
such as visiting the jail and hospitals; Mr. A. P. Cameron, who
spoke of the need of temperance work in the city and Provinee ;
Rev. Mr. Betts, of Birtle, who represented o public meeting held to
support a delegate; Mr. A. G. Washinton, who as president repre-
sented the Blue Ribbon Club of Portage la Prairie, and others.

Mr. Bigas addressed the convention at length upon the Seott
Act in Lisgar and Marquette where, although the Scott Act was
carried by large majorites, yet convictions under it have been quash-
ed on legal technicalities. The speaker gave valuable information
and legal advice. )

The following committees were then appointed, after which the
Convention adjourned until 2 p. m. :—

Finance Committee—Rev. J. B, Sileox, T. A. Burrows, W. D,
Russell.

Nomination Committee—Rev, E. A. Stafford, Rev. J. E. Hunter,
N. D. Barker.

Resolution Committee—Rev. J. W. Bell, Rev. J. Gibson, Mr. B
Bliss, W. . Buchanan.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The President, having resumed the chair at 2 p. m,, Mr. Parsons,
of Emerson, spoke of the progress of the Goud Tumglnrs in that
town during the past year. There were now 125 members with an
average attendance of 38, They had a comfortable hall and were
in a good position financially. He was sure that the Scott Act
would be passed without trouble in the city of Manchester.

Rev. J. W. Bell presented, on behalf of the Committee on Resolu-
tions, the following, which he moved, seconded by Rev. J. H.
Ruttan : :

That this Convention recommend the executive of the Dominion
Alliance in Manitoba to have prepared for circalation in Lisgar and
Marquette petitions to the Dominion Government setting forth the
difficultics which are met in the enforcement of the Scott Act in
these counties, and praying that the Dominion Governwent pass a
special act legulizipg ti\c act in these counties, and remoging all
technical objections to its enforcement; and that steps be taken to
have these petitions circulated throughout the counties, and that
they then be laid before the Government for its action in the
matter.

After some remarks by Rev. Mr. Betts, Mr. Buchanan and others,
the motion was carried.

Rev. Mr. Rutledge introduced the subject of Provincial Legisla-
tion. One of the first questions to decide was what the powers of
the Provincial Legislature were, and what it ought to do; then this
should bLe asked in such a way that it could meet with no denial.
He looked upon the object of licensing as not merely to raise money,
but to limit as far as possible the evils of the traffic. He argued
that the grocery business and the liquor business should be separa-
ted. He was in favor of prohibiting the traffic rather than limiting
it. As to public sentiment not being prepared for prohibition, he
held that public sentiment was never prepared in advance for any
reform.

Mr. W, W, Buchanan suggested that, as it had been decided that

srohibitive legislation rested with the Dominion Government the
onvention in dealing with Provincinl Legislation, should not discuss
prohibition.

The President took the opposite position that there had been
no decision given that the Provincial Legislature had no power to
puss a prohibitory law. He considered it preferable Lhowever, to
work under the McCarthy Act rather than to seek a provincial act.

Rev. Mr. Betts considered the provineial license law as suflicient-
ly eftective if properly enforeed, particulely in view of the submis-
sion of the Scott Act.

After further diseussion, in which others purticipated, Mr. Bucha-
nan moved the following resolution (seconded by Rev. J. B. Sileox),
which was unanimously carried without discussion :  Resolved that
this Convention recommend the Manitobn Allianee to exercise their
influence with the Provincinl Government and Legislature with a
view of inercasing the restrictions placed upon the teaflie by provin-
cinl legislation, and that in the present unsettled statc of license
laws it is very desirable that the exceative of the Alliance should be
active in watching every change, that temperance interests may
be guarded.

Rev. E. S. W. Pentreath introduced the topic of Temperance
Literature. He urged the introduction of clementary text books
containing this tenching into the public schouls, and alsv advoeated
the use of more temperance literature in Sunday Schools, and a
more general use of the public papers, by devoting, say a column,
onee a week in giving telling facts of the progress of temperance all
over the world.

Rev. Mr. Bell then introduced, from the (Committee on Resolu-
tions, a resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Bliss, and carried in
the following form, the last twe clauses being added on the sugges-
tion of Mr. Bliss and Rev. Mr. &ileox :

That this Convention recommends all temperancee socicties to ap-

ly for and use o column or more in the public papers, in which
shall be furnished facts of interest and utility in the temperance
work ; and furthier, that the exccutive of the Allinnce press on the
Local Government the desirability of authorizing and placing in our
public school text-books on the subject of aleohol.  That all Sunday
schools be earnestly recommended to place temperance books and
periodicals in their libraries : and that steps be taken to distribute
regularly temperance literature on the railway trains, and especially
immigrant, frains.

Rev. C. B. Pitblado next introduced the topie, “ The request of
the Dominion Alliance to submit the Scott Act simultancously to
the whole Province.” He believed in the first place that by sub-
mitting the question to the people they rolled the rcsponsibi{ity of
the traffic upon the right shoulders, so that not the Government or
the rum-sellers, but those who voted for it, or abstained from voting
against it, would be primarily to blame. Sceondly, that an immense
gain would result from the submiission of the Act in the education
of the people in temperance principles, and thirdly, that the legal
adoption of the Scott Act in cvery county would raise the question
above the uncertainties of legal technicalitics, the constitutionality
of the nct having already been decided.  He closed his address by
moving the following resolution, which was seconded by Rev. Mr.
Betts :—That, inasmuch as we believe that to submit the Scott Act
to the people for adoption, in the constitutional way, would be an
cfficient means of showing the ratepayers their responsibility in re-
gard to the liquor traffic and inasmuch as we believe the discussion
connected with the work of sulanitting the question to the clectors
of a country would tend to educate the people in the prineiples of
temperance reform . and inasmuch as we believe that the adoption
of the Scott Act Ly the people in alegal way would place the whole

uestion of the liquor traffic on a thoroughly constitutional basis in
glmt country ; therefore, this Convention aecommends that measure
be devised and means employed to submit the Scott Act simultan-
cously to the clectors throughout this Provinee, as soon as it can be
reasonably accomplished.

After o discussion in which Rev. Messrs. Daniels, Betts, Gibson,
Hames, Stafford and McGuire took part, the resolution was unani-
mously carried.

Mr. W. W, Buchanan opened a_discussion on improvement of
Alliance organization. The central organization was in 01l)vmtion,
but what they specially needed was the establishment of loeal organi-
zations throughout the Province. He pointed out the advantages
that would ensue from the employment of an organizing ngent,
proposed the holding of public’ mectings at vavious centres, for the
securing of additional member and augmentation of the funds.
Several of the delegates, including Rev. Mr. Betts, Mr. C. M. Cope-




