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P e e e
T TOPICS OF"THE WEEK,

The great matter of interest among Can-
adians has beon the meeting of Paxlinment,
and its decision en the great question of
# gonfidence” or “no confidence,” That
decision ig not known as we go to pross.

Our readers are aware that in the disturb-
ances dnrin g 1869-70 inthe North-West of
British America, a young man of the name
of Bcott was put to death in circamstances
of peouliar atrocity, by the Provisionnl
Goverumeont, under the authority of Louis
Riel. There has ever since been n more
or less earnest demand that the perpetra-
toxsof this deed should be bronght to
justice. At lengthmatters were apparcntly
iu a fair way for this being a.complished.
General Lepine, one of Riel's chief associ
stes has been seized and is sent down to be
#ried for murder. But, strange complica-
tion, Riel instead of being apprehended has
been by acclamation eolected M. P., for
Provencher, and has come on to Oftawa to
olaim his seat. There is not & doubt ap-
parently that the ex-President has the
hearty supp =t of almost all the French
speaking portion of Canada. It is likely
that & Royal Amnesty will be secured, and
it would not atall surprise us to see Riel a
‘member of the Canadian Cabinet before
many years pass over his head.

"Many of those who attended the New
York meeting of the Evangelical Alliance,
are already on their way home to Europe.
Others are travelling through the States,
and a few among whom we notice the Rev.
Naragan Sheshadri, are dnding their way
o Canada for a flying visit. Every day
makes incroasingly manifest the mighty
influence for good which has been exertsd
by that series of meetings, and will continuo
to be.

The separation beiween Chureh and
State decreed in Mexico is & noticeable
gign of the times. It is more and more
distinctly seen that vither all religious de-
nominations must be ecndowed or none,
and the common sense and common con-
science of an  ever increasing number say,
“In that case—none.” In Mexico, we seo
also that it is forbidden to all religiods cor-
porations to hold property, and all monastie
vows of any kind are disallowed and treat-
ed a8 having no legalor binding foroe.

In Britain the Gladstone ministry is be-
Coming more weakly, and is looked upon
by both friends and foes as tottering to its
fall. 'We make no question Mr, Gladstone
willbe very thankful when he is relieved
from what he feels to be, if a great honor,
at the sume time a great burden.

-

In 8pain the civil war still progresses,
with the scale to all appearances turning
more and more in favor of the Republicans
and Castelar.

France is on the eve of anotker convul-
aion unless her statesmen are exceptionally
wise, Oa Monday first the Assembly meets
for business, and 1t is generally understood
that an attercpt will be made to securo the
voto of the Assembly in favor of tho resior
ation of Monarchy in the person of Honry
V., better known s the Count do Cham-
bord. The prospeots are not after all vory
encouraging. It would seem that the re.
8ult is likely to be civil war, unless that 1
prevented by wiser heads than those who
at prosewt rule the eountry.

Tlie Pops and the Emperor of Germany
haye bgen correspondi - about thoir stand-
ard Jifficuliy. The letters aro models in their
way. Calm, even to conlemptnousness,
with' ss much acid in both ax 1o make
theii pi~iant, Kaiser William has no wish
to play the part of Henry IV., and cerinin.
ly Piwe IX, is not eble with even passable
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dignity to play the rolo of Hilderbiand.
Among othor things the Pope oiaims juris.
diction over all baptized persons, Thia the
Emporox, with a touch of irony, entirely
repudiates, It would bo difienls to say
what will be tho final issme, To all ap-
pearsco at prosent, victory sooms to inoline
to tho side of the oivil authoritios.

=3
ELECYTORAL CORRUPTION.

Wo have had some hesitation about
printing tho lotter from “A Presbyterian
Politician,” but as it is in itsolf ns striking
an example of “xabid” partizanship and of
consequenily perverted judgment as wo
have como across for some time past, we
give the most of it.  Its many references
to one partiocular nowspaper and man weo
cannot admit.  As far as possible we wish
to doal with prineiples rather than with in-
dividuals, thongh when it comes evidently
in our way wo shall not bo slack to discuss
the public actions of individuals also. We
are not aware that any of the assailants
of Mr. Dodge ovor confessed that

‘I they would have let him go fres had

he voted differently. All thet was paid,
however, against that individual was fairly
desorved, and if our correspondent does
not thinkso wooan only attribute his
stato of mind to the perverting influence of
that very partizanship he cherishes and de-
plores. We can say nothing and wish to
say nothing in extenuation of tho use made
of tho intercopted letter, It was both a
orime and a blunder.  But surely no one
but » blinded partizan on the other side,
can fail to seo that the plannings and pro-
posals i that lotter were simply infamous,
viewed from anything like a Christian
stand-point, however much they may be
switable to the ordinary meridian of Cana-
dian politics. Wo persuade ourselves that
we are not by any means rabid in our po-
litical leanings, but most certainly we fully
believe tLat the Paoific Railway Charter
was awarded, on the understanding, ex.
pressed or implied, that those who had the
disposal of it should be pecuniarily helped
to corrupt the electors. 'With the sworn

statements of the prinoipal parties
to that matter before us, we can.
not oven imagine any one comng

to any other conclusion, and of
sll the paltering with conscience we can
think of nono more deplorable than the
many and most wrotched attempts which
have been made to show that bargain
or understanding in the case thore was
none. The “rabid partizanship” of politi i
newspapers is greatly to be deplored, but
wo do not see how this either naturally or
necessarily results in bribery,oxcep# it bo by
the efforts made on this side or that to show
that giviag and taking money for votes is
not wrong, or that, at the worst, it is a pain,
ful but necessary evil not to be judged too
severely, or condemned too harshly, Woe
are fully persuaded that there are many
upright and honorablo men on both sides
of our Canadian politics, and are very sor.
ry that these do not do more than they
have done to frown down the merest ap-
proach of bribery for the purpose of secur-
ing political support. 'We are not called
upon to say who began the infamous prac-
tice among us, or which party has earried
it on most lavishly and systematically. It
15, at any rate,time that 1t should ceaso, for
it has already more than sufficiently “dis~
graced the country and demoralized all
parties concerned, more ospecially those
who have not only followed the course
themselves, but havo defended it as a mor.
ral, or at any rate apologized foritasa
necessary. We shall not cull any elegant
extracts from the fyles of our neighbors, or
thank God that we a. ot a3 others are.
Ve could wish, however, that all the jour-
nalists of Canada ehould have as much re-
speot for their own manhood asnot even o

try to mako a defenco for anything that is
indefensible, anrd not deal tenderly and ap-
pologetically with what is infamous,because
it may happen to have been done by those
whose general politics ave approved of and
adopted. Ifa general and righteous feel.
ing of indignation against all corrupt prac-
tices be awakened by the miserable disclo-
sures and wrotched confossions of the past
months, even the Pacific Scandal, and the
stolen letter, and the Dodge forgery may
not have been unmitigated aud shamoless
evils aftor all.

;PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONT-
REAL.

The public opening of the new Collegs
Buildings will take place next Tuesday,
28th inst., at 8o'clock p. 1n.  Mimsters and
friends of the institution are cordially in-
vited to attond.

Book Hotires,

BLACKWOUD FOR SEPTEMBER-—

Isn fully average number with all re.
apectable, but ncthing sarpassingly brillis
anf,

Ainisters and Chvelies,

1t is yumored that Dollinger has yecant-
od and fully submitted to the Sovoreign
Poutiff. We onn soarcely believe that this
11 true.

Tho ¢ Enight Caso’ is niot settled yot, as
the minority of the Presbytery menrs to
earry the matter by appoal to the higher
courts,

At tho meoting of Presbytery on Thurs-
day weok, the Rev. Hugh Thomson, of
Chalmers Charoh, Winterboarns, formally
tondered his resignation as pastor of that
congrogation aftor three years’ ministy,,
and the same was accepted.

The Rov. Dr. Waters has accopted tho.

eall to the Presbyterian congregation, St.
John's, N. B. We wish tho Rov. Dr. all
success in his now sphere, and S8, Mery’s
congrogation speedily supplied with a swit-
ablo pastor,

Tho largo additions made to Knox Chureh,
Toronto, naro approaching completion.
Thoy may bo very commodions, and very
much needed, but, to tell the truth, they
don’t improve tho outward appearance of
the Church.

At n meoting of the Hamilton Preshytory,
on Tueaday last, the Rov. Mr. Laing ao-
copted tho enll presented to him from
Knox Church, Dundas.  Tho induction
sorviges will bo held on Wednesday, 5th
November.

The Rev. M. W. MoLean, late of Port
Hope, hos been called to Belleville, Tho
Intelligencer says :i—Mr. McLoan is spok-
en of as an eloquent proacher, an earnosi
worker, & man of superior attninments, and
one who will be a great acquisition to tho
Protestant clergymen of Belleville.”

The first volume of tho Rev. W.
Cochrane's sermons is now in press, and will
be issuod shortly. His many friendsand ad®
mires aro looking foward auxionsly to the
receipt of the book. Adam Stevenson & Co.
are the publishers, and they promise a neat
and beautiful work of art.

‘We call attention to the communication
from Manitoba., Itis of the first iraport-
ance that the openings in that Province
should be promptly,liberally and energotic-
ally taken advantage of. A timid and
half-hearted policy would be simply ruin-
ous. e must “go forward,” and with in-
oreased celerity and forco.

The congregation of the Canada Presbyter-
ian Church, Ridgetown, Ilately presented
their pastor, the Rev. A. Currie,with a valu-
able young horse and a set of silver-mounted
Larness, and also acknowledging thoir appre.
ciation of his labors, though so lately sottled
among them.—Con.

The Rov. K. McDonald, of Thamesford,
has received and accepted a call from Alex-
andria, Glengarry, Ont. Glengarry is Mr.
McDonald’s nativo county. The congrega-
tion he has ministered to in Thamesford
for nearly two years past, deeply rogret
that he feels it his duty to accept the eall,
and part with him very raluctantly.—
Cox,

The Rev. Mr. Ure, of Godrich, has Leen
giving hin people skotches of his recont
trip to Mamtoba. One of the local papers
says:—* Hospeaks vory favourably of the
oountry and its rosources, and 15 fully im-
prossed with the glorious future in store
for it,though like all other regions it hasits
drawbacks, Mr. Ure evidontly kept lus
eyes and oars open during his travels.”

A bandsomely-got-up Year Book has
just been issued by our Congreg ationalist
friends. It contains o great deal of inter-
esting information about tho denomination,
and is promisod as & yearly publication.
Presbyterians might take & hint in this
rospect and try a publication of the sar -
kind. Such a publication ought to be muade
to pay. Whether pocuniarily successful or
not, it would be, if well got up, oxceedingly
handy in many ways,

The question raised by our correspond-
ent in reforonce to the standing and
Church relations of Mr. Laing, is an nter-
esting one. We suspect that as Mr. Laing
had assumed a secular position out of the
Ministry, he could only bo replaced in his
former ccolesiastical rolationship by the
action of the General Assembly. Thrugh,
to bo sure 1t may bo urged that Mr. Laing
never ceased to be a preacher and minister
without charge in the Canada Presbyterian
Churoh.

The Seaforth Presbyterian Church held
its anniversary services last Sunday, In
the morning and ovening Rev. Mr. Inglis,
of Toronto, preached two eloquontsormons,
winle in the afterncon Rev. Mr. Goldsnauth,
pastor of the church, conducted the services.
The attendance was very large, and the
amount realized by the colloctions, we
understand, cqualled tho expectations of
the managers. On Monday evening a
soirce was held. Rov. Mr. Brown, of Wrox-
oter, and Rov. Mr. Ure, of Goderich were
tho sponkers on the occasion, Mr. Tz
gavo an intercsting and very impartial
sketoh of hus impressions of Manitobr, cb.
tained while on a brief tour in thas Prov.
ipce last summer. A choir of children,
under the Isadership of Mr. Church, sung
very sweelly & number of hymns and other
picoon, :

A deputation consisting of the Rov. J.Mo-
Lwan and Rev, J, M. Gordon, of tha Prea-
Lytery of London (Church of Scotland),
havo boon wisiting the congregationsof Park-
hill and Bast Walhawms, aneut the injune-
tions of the Synod relative to tho salaries of
miinsters,  The arguments of the doputs-
tion had a decidedly beneficial effect, and,
wo understand, the sslaries of tho ministers
Iaboring in those districts have been in-
oreasedto $600 per annum, not including
the allowanco for the Sustentation Fund.
Tho congregations wero alao given an oppor-
tunity of asserting themsclves in roference
to the resolutions on Union, and unani-
rously adopted them.

The Rev. K. McDonald, fox soveral years
past tho pastor of the Prosbyterinn Church
at Thamesford, loft last weck for his now
field of labor, he having accopted a oall
from Alexandria, Ont. Trevious to his de-
partare ho was tho recipient of govoral sub-
stantial acknowledgments of love and good
focling. On Thursday evening, 9th inst,,
e was presented with an address, a gold
watoh and ohain, and Mrs. McDonald with
a sob of valuablo furs, by his Biblo olass of
Thamesford. On AMondny evening he was
presented with a fazowell address, andn
purse containing about $50, by his East
Nissouri Bible class; and on the samo ove-
ping he was presented with an address and
o valuable gold pen from the members of
tho 1. O. of Good Templars cf Thamesford,
Interosting addresses were dolivered by the
Rev. Messrs. Wright and Lounsbury, of
Ingersoll, on this occasion. We regrot wo
cannot find spaco for the addroesses aud re-
plies. Wo can only add that we wish Mr.
McDonald a loug lfo of usefulness in his
new field of labor.

" On Weduesday, 15th inst,, tho services
in connection with the induction of Rev. D,
B. Whimster as pastor of the Presbyterian
congregation, Meaford, tookfplaco in the
church, “The Rev. Mr. MoNaughton, of
Big Bay, occupied the puipit 1n the morn.
ing, preaching an oxcellent practical dis-
course from St. Jobn 11th chap. 28th and
29th verses ; the latter clause of the 28th
verso ospecially, “The Master 8 como and
cnlleth fur thee.” Tho usual questions
wero put to the pastor and people by Rov,
Mr. Dowar, of Leith, and thess having been
satisfaetorily answered, Mr. Dowar engaged
in prayerand the newly elected pastor was
ordnined by the solemn Iaying on of kands
by the Presbytery. The mumuster was then
addressed very appropriately and esinestly
by the Rev. Mr. McNaughton, and the peo-
ple by the Rov. Mr. Dewar. Aftor the
bleszing had been pronounced the congre-
gation, in passing out of the church, gavo
their newly elected pastor the right hand of
welcomeo.  Mr. Whinstor takes the pastor-
ato of tho congrogation under the happiest
nuspices, with the most cordial good will of
every member and adherent of the church,

For somo years past the Presbyterinns
in and around tho neighborhood of Wilton,
have been without any proper place of wer.
ship. Many oftho denomination having
Intely come {o the village and the families
of those who have for many years resided
in the vicinity, having increased and grown
up, it was thought that there wasa suffici-
ent number to warrant the people w put.
ting forth an effort to erect a church that
might bo suitable for them to worship in.
The earnest and devoted pastor, Mr. Galla-
gher, was the main-spring of tlus effurt and
mensures woro immediatoly sot on foot to
golicit subeeriptions. Those engagedin the
work met with unexpected success and ro-
ceived the hearty co-operation of the entire
congregation. The church was accordmg-
Iy built and, strange to say, built upon the
foundation of the first Presbytorian Church
ever erected in Canala, of whioh tho Inte
Rev. Robert MeDcvall was the esteemed
mimister. It is a meat and commodions
bwlding, surmounts by a handsome spire
and presenting & fine appearauce as yon
approach the villago. It occupies a contral
and eligible positionon the main street,
At the opening tho Rov. Mr. McKenzie, of
Almonte, conducted the services both morn-
ing and afternoon, and preached two earn-
est and poworful discourses. The church
was crowded at both services and the col-
lections footed up a nice sum. In the
ovening n ten meeting was held, which
proved an entire success. Tho refresh-
ments provided wero of the most excellent
kind, aud the ladies who got them up are
degerving of all praise. Mur. Pulse was the
chairman, the duties of which he well dis-
charged, Addresses of an interesting
character were delivored by Rovs. Scott of
Napanee, Chambers of Suubu.y, and Me-

Kenzie of Almonte. A reading wes well
renderod by Mr. Alexander of Kingston.

—_—hTmrrereeee———

Mr Adam Black, lately the senior partner
of the firm of Adam and Charles Biack, is
sgarded as the Nestor of the publishing trade
of Great Britain, as ho certainly is of that of
Fdinburgh. Though now iu his ninetieth
year, ho 18 astonishingly hale, daily taking
walks which men in hfe’s meridian esteem
not over-easy pedestrisusm. ‘The fine old
Scottish gontleman, besides having been
spirited publisker, was an active politician
on the Liberal side, having represented
Edinburgh in_succussion to nis friend T. B.
Macaulay, Tor several ycars he was also
Lord Provost (equivalent to Lord AMayor) of
s native city, and has taken an active part
in promoting the higher education of its

youth—DPrmstor's Register.

Meoting of Preabytery.

—

The Prosbyiery of Guslph mot in this
town on Tnesday the 14th Oct, Thero wae
5 largo attendance of both Ministers and
Ruling Lldera, Auditora wore appointed
to examine the Treasurors' bocka, which
wore laid upon the table. Ata subgequent
stage of the proceodings tho Anditors 1o~
ported and furnished the dofafled atate-
monts of the arrears duo to thoe Ordinary
Fund of the Prosbytery. The Stafistical
Roports and Financinl statemeont of congre-
gations in the bounds wore oxamined, and
oxplanations reqnired of those ropresenta-
tives prosent whoso congregations were
default to one or move of the schemces of
tho ohurch. The sommittes appeinted at
Inst ordinary meoting to arrange for the §.
S. Conferenco fixed to be hold in Enox
Chureh, Acton, on the second Tuesday of
January next, prosented their repost, con-
sisting of o programme of subjeots to he
discussed atanid Confarance. After cone
sideration it was agroed that tho report be
roceived, nnd that the Committee be re-ap-
pointed with instructionsto procure statis-
tical information from the Sabbathschools
in the bounds and mako all othor necessary
arrangements for rendoring the proposed
Conferanco intoresting and profitable, In
pursuance of & previous a%pomtmont the
Committoe on the State of Religion report-
od n number of topios for discusion, which
worv approved by the Preabylery, and
mado the subjects of & vory pleasant confer-
ence, immadintoly on the commoncoment
of tho afternoon soderunt, Mx. Noil Currie
wag taken on trinls for License, and, have
ing passed these tosatisfaction of tho Courd,
he was duly hoeensed to preach the Gospel
wherover he might be orderly oalled, and
hig name was ordered to be forwarded te
tho Assombly’s committos on the distribn-
tion of probationera for employmont, and
the Clerk was instructed te give him a cer-
tificate of license when askod. Mr. Tor
rance reported thot he hiad apponred before
the I’xosﬁytory of Chatham 1 prosecution
of the call given by the ocongregation of
Duff's Church, East Puslinch, to Mr. Alox-
ander McKay, of Elmira, Illinois, U. 5,
and that that Presbytery had unanimousl
agreed to nllow the translation to  proceed.
1t was theroupon agreed that the Presby-
tory moot in East Puslinch, on Tuesday,
80th Oct., at 10 o’clock a.m., forMr. MoKa s
induction ; Mr. Torrance to preside, induct
and address the -‘miniater, Mr. D. D. Mec-
Lennan to preach,and Mr. Wardropo to ad-
dross the poople. Mr. Smellie reported
from the committee on the superintendonce
of studentsin the bounds, when 1t was
agreed that the report be received, that the
comumitteo be commended for their diligenoe,
and that, swhen necessary, Presbytorial cer-
tificates bo furnished to those students re-
quiring the same. Thoro was r«ad a corti-
ficato of transforence in favor of Mr. 8. W,
Figher from the Prosbytery of New Bruns-
wick, N. S, to the Presbytory of Guelph.
There was also a petition read from ‘the
congrogation of the Canadn Presbyterian
Church, Galt, for the moderation in  a call
which they proposed to give to a minister—
promising a sulary of two thousand dollare,
Tho petition was granted, and Mr. Ball ap.
pointed to preach and moderate on Tues-
day, tho 29th inst., at 2 o'clock in the afler-
noon. In accordanco with a roport submit-
ted by tho committee, the Proshytory ar-
ranged for holding o series of 1missionary
moeotings, having missionary sermons
pronched in tho difforent congregations un-
der their care. Tho gession records of tlre
Thrat Congregation, Eramosa, were submite
tod, and a committee appointedto examine
the snme. This committee subsequently
reported that said records were, carefully
kept and the business transaoted in an or-
derly manner, and they were orderod to be
attested accordingly. The Presbytery noxt
proceeded to hold a conference on the slate
of roligion, and, having spont some timoe in
the same, taking for tho subjeets of conver-
sation certain topics recommended in the
roport of their committoe, formally agreed
that when, in tho judgmoent of ministers
and sessions, continuous religious serviges
are desirablo, the Presbytery approve the
holding of such 1meetings, and that the
wholo mattor, incladng the questions  dis-
cu.sed, be sent down to sessions for cousid-
oration and report. The committea ap-
pointed to visit Elmira, Hawksville and
Winterbourne, and to confor with Mz,
Thompson, with the view of uniting the above
congregations into one pastoral charge, re-
ported. After deliboralion it was nagreed
that further consideration of the matter bo
delayed till nextordinary meeting, and that
these congrogations be summoned to appoar
then for their intorests. A lofter from Mr.
Hagh Thomnpson, late minister at Winter-
bourne, claimingarrears of stipond due him
hy the congregation there, was referred to
that congregation,with the request that the
clarm bo discharged. A scheme for mission-
.y sermons and meetings wras submitted
aud adopted. Tho Clerk was instructed
to get a sufficiout number of copies printed
for distnibution. It was agreed that appli-
cation bo made to the Home Mission Com-
mitte for a grant, for three years, of two
hundred dollavs to enablo thew, with a
subscription of their own to tho amount of
four hundred doliars, to obtain the services
of a sottled minister. The caso of North
Luthor congregatien, inveiving difforones
of opinion respecting the site ou which they
shounld erect their new church, was next
taken up. Mr. Anderson and Mr. D, D.
Mcliennau wero heard.  Papers bearing on
the case wore read. After deliberation 1t
wasrosolved that a Committee bo appuinted
to visit all thego atations to ascertnin all
tho facts of the caso, and report to the Pres-
bytory at thoir next ordiunry moeting. It
wag agreed that the noxt moeting be held in
Knox Church, Acion, on the second Tucs-
day of January. beginning at 9 a’clock a.m.
A roport for the mussion supply for ihe
sapomer half-year, with the amonnts paid
by, and tho claims against, tho different
vacancies an:d mission siations, was sub-
titted Iy the Clork, roceived, and econsid-
ered. Tho Clerk reportod the amounts he
had received to aid in the erection of a new
church atNorth Luthor, when he was in~
strueted to hiand over the sum o the Pres-
bytery Treasurer, to be ratained by him till
authorixed to pay the same to the proper
parbier. The Clork farther roporied the
smount of supply for the vacancies and
mision str.iieus, gravied by the distribution




