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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Throughout Canada for the past weck
there has been very stormy weather, with
the Thermometor somelimes as low asfrom
15 to 20 below zero. Holiday making has
been the geeat work of the time, andin
that, in spite of the wenther, most people
have been tolerably successful.  The past
year throughout our land has been oxe of
goneral and marked prosperity andit isboth
natural and proper that about New Year,
there should be pleasant home meetings,
general relaxation, and devout thankfulness.
In the political world of Canadn allisin
the bustle ot preparation for the meeting of
the Local Parlinment of Ontario, on the 8th
inst., and of the Federal at Ottawa, some
weeks later. In the religious world there
hags been no occurrencs of any conse-
quence.

In Scotland according to the latest News,
the mutual elegibility schemo has been
carried the larger number of the Presby-
teries of the Zion Church by increasing
majorities. Already 89 Presbytories have
approved, and as there constitute a majori-
ty the measure according to the require-
ments of the Barrier Act has pasged, and
ministers and preachers of the U. P.and
Reformed Presbyterian Churches will now
be open to a call from any Free Church
Congregation. In 1870 the votes in the
different Presbyteries against Union, ‘pure
and simple’ was 248, Against the present
scheme there were only 145, It will now
be seen whether the minority will procecd
to put their foolish threat of secossion into
practice.

Preparations are boing made for the
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance in
New York, in the course of next Autumn.
Already very many distinguished men have
intimated their intention of being pre.
aent,

A very determined offort has been made
to prevent Dean Stanley being elected as
one of the select preachers at Oxford, It
has not however been successful, as 849
voted for him, while only 287 yere opposed.
A very kind friendly letter from Dean
Goulburn to Dr. Stanley has been publish-
ed in which the writer gives his reason for
nsing every effort to exclude the latter from
the position refexred to, at tho samo time
expressing his regret that ho had been fore-
ed by conscientious eonvictions to take such
o course.

The Inverness Conference of Free Church
Ministers and Elders to which we referred
a week or two ago was held at the timo ap.
pointed; and though the meetings were
private vet it has been aseartained that the
greateat harmon y provailed, and that those
present wero quite unanimous in favour of
the mutual eligibility. Bvery thir g passed
over most encouragingly.

NEW YEAR CALLS,

1t is rather toolate for ws mow to say a
single word about New Year Calls, What-
ever ovil effects flow from them, have al-
ready as far as this year iz coneerned taken
place, Thiugs we are fully convinced are
not so bad as they wsed to be inthe one
objectionable feature about these calls. We
liave no objection to gentlemen going to sec
their lady friends, whether on New Year
Day, or on any other, they nay deem
most suitable, But the custom of offering
wine to suoh visitors has been followed so
frequents, by the moat dissstrous results
that we are astonished that any Indies mak-
ing s religious profession at any rais shonld
ever think of persisting init. And yet

they do. Top a greater or less eoxtent, it
was done on Wednesday, and more young
men, we believe went home on that day
heated with wine, snd ether infoxieating
liquors than very likely on any of the other
86 days of the car. In many cases
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habitual drmkenners has been induced by
this Now Year drinking from house to
hiouse, sud Christian ladies with the sweet-
ostamile imaginable have conxed young
mon to their fall and ruin by the pleasani
eake and wine at that festive season,  Wo
have been alarmed and confornnded fo hear
Indies tell of certuin versons of their ae-
quaintanco coming to their houses, 'not
drunk but guite exeited,’ and of their not
withstanding offering them wine and m-
sisting upon their taking it as a proof of this
hiospitality, 1f any of our ieaders wince
when they read those words, as we think
they will from being conscious that they
aro applicablo to themselves, let them turn
over & now leaf, and vow that 1878 shall be
the last yoar for sueh n practise as far as
they ave concerned.  If young men eall at
a dozen of houses, and many call at more,
and dvink n glass of wino at each, in what
kind of a stato will they go home ? The
wholo thing is detestible and without ex-
cuso,

KNOX COLLEGE.

Did our readers carefully peruse, mark,
and inwardly digest the letter of “Index,”
in lJast week's PRESBYTERIAN?  Many of
them, wo hopoe all, dids  They may, how-
ever, with profit do so agnin. Wo can as-
sure them it tells only *ower true tale.

The whole surroundings, external and
internal, of our school of the prophets in
Toronto are of tho most melancholy and
depressing charncter, We cannot speak so
authoritatively as “Index” on the dust,
but of the close, dank odours, as of the
sepulchre, we can testify very conscienti-
ously, while the whole of the sleeping and
studying berths are, wo can vouch, attrac-
tive in no one particular. 1t shows that vur
Canadinn Presbyterian Students must have
o large amount of the perfervidum ingen-
iun, when thoy escape from such n depress-
ing place of residence with the amount of
fire and energy, and oven cheerfulness,
which many of them undoubtedly exhibat,
after Knox College hns been loft behind,
Surcly Presbyterians will not allow such an
unsightly place to be much longer nssociat-
ed with the name of Knox and their owa
Theological Institution. We know indeed
that Presbyterisus ave a thrifty generation
snd that they have often a Scotsman's hor-
ror at ‘brakin’ a saxpence.' Still, when
they take it into their heads and when
clearly convinced that a certain course is
right and dutiful they ean be not only libe-
ral but lavish, XNo clearer case of duty
could ..cll be made out than the pressing
necessity of providing a more snitahle abade
for our Toronto Theological Institution. We
hope all whom it concerns may see that
duty to be theirs, and set about it without
delay, as they actually will, to discharge it
to the full.

MANITOBA.,

A very large proportion of those who
have during the past two years settled in
Manatoba, are Presbyterians, while of the
old inhabitants, a very considerable number
are also connected with the snme church.
The likelihoods™ are all in favor of still
larger companies of our people removing
to the same great land of the West in
ooming years. It is accordingly at once
the duty and privilege of tho Presbyterian
churches in the older Provinces of Canada,
to make ample provision for the supply of
gospel ordinances to those pioncers of the
North West, and thus, from the very first,
to have a strong progressive and aggressive
church in that region. There is no reason
to believe that the settlers will be very long
in being able to maintain ordinances among
themselves and reach out a helping hand to
others as well. 'What the Presbyterians in
Ontario and Quebec have then to do is to
seo toit that missionaries of the right kind,
and in sufficient numbors be sent, and for
the time being supported, so that the mem-
bers of the Presbytevian Chureh may not
through the neglect of their own denomi-
nations be led to join others, aud build up
organizations, which as Presbyterians, they
maynot think so caleular i to do the Lord’s
work in the land, There can bono doubt
that both in Ontario and Quebee, much
ground has been lost by the Presbyterians
from their not having had ministers in
sufficient numbers to send forth to the
work of caring for those who went to form
newhomes for themselves and their children
in the woods. Some how or otlicr we have
often been nmoug the last to go into new
seftlements, and have on that account
labored at great disadvantage, Amid the
solititudes and hardships of hush life, the
sympathy +nd presence of a minister of
the gospel of any denomination nre special-
ly acceptable and apecially socthing, The
visits of such have been a cordial to the
hearts of many s wenry, many s lonely
one. What wonder theithat these should

preachers that visited them, and that they
should have felt altogether |disinclined to
loava thess and their ministrations when
‘mossnges from the church of their fathers
came by and by and wished them to start
Preabyterian congregations ¢ It was the

most* rationnl thing in the world thai they

have been perivancutly drawn to the first.
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should say,~No, These men came to us
in our days of poverty aud loneliness and
desolation, they cheored us by their visits:
they preached to us the word ; they en.
couraged we in the dainest hours; they
wept with us over our dend 5 and they ro-
joiced with us in our homely joys, and
muel as we could hove wished our * own
churell” and our own amuisters onee, weo
cannot chunge now.”  To what an extent
Presbyterinnism has in this way lost in
members during past years in Canada,
ewitld not easly be estunated. It must
have been very great “wwever, and moro
or less of the same process is going on still.
Let the chwches sco that the same mistake
is not made in Munitobu, The Presbyterian
chwreh has precious opportunities in con-
nection with that Province, and it will be
at once disereditable and blame worthy if
she does not avail hexself of theso to the
full,

We mnotice from a letter of Professor
Hart, given in the PrrsuyTERIAN for Jan.
uary, that matters are in the most interest-
ingly progressive state nbout Winnipeg. As
our readers know, My. Hart has been sent
by the Kirk, and has wisely and in a most
brotherly fashion cast his lot with the
Canada Presbyterian brethern in that land,
He is o Professor in the Manitoba College
and preaches alternately with Professor
Bryco in the Preabyterian Chureh, in Win-
mpeg, gring on to neighboring stations for
the other part of the day. The chuxch m
Winnipeg has niready had to be enlarged.
The first communion last spring was ob-
served by como twelve persons only, On
a recent occasion, the number was between
thirty and forty—Govenor Morris and G.
McMichen, Esq., acting as  elders on the
occasion. In a very short time, to all ap-
pearance, Winnipeg will be a very iarge
place. Already the population nmounts to
about 1500, having, according to Mr. Hart’s
statement doubled in the cowse of the
summer. We believe there are demands
being made on the Home Committee for
ndditional laborers in that field. The men
and the means we trust will be foxthcoming
for the accomplishment of the great and
important work to be done in that great
North-western Canada.

THE HEADSHIP AND UNION.

Last summer, the Presbytery of Montreal,
in its return to n remit on Union, expressed
the desire—* "That there should be intro.
duced into some parts of the Basis & clause
embodying the Church’s continued adher.
ence to the great doctrine of Headship of
our Lord Jesus Christ over the Church and
the nations; and the Geueral Assembly,
in view of the fact that mony estcemed
members of Court desire a recognition of
the Headship of Christ over His Church,
instructed its Union.Committeo to endenvor
to secure, in some way, such a deliverance
as shall meet the views of all parties.
Hence not o few have concluded that the
wajority of the Canada Presbyterian
Church are opposed to Union with the other
Presbyterian Churches in the Dominion,
It may, therefore, sexve a good purpose to
indicate some reasons for desiring and en.
deavoring to arrive at amutual understand.
ing on the doctrines of Christ's Headship.

1. Many think an explicit declaration on
on this point uecessary in order that they
may heartily go into Union, It would be
well to conciliats them in this mattex,
especially as the Headship of Christ is the
coxner-stene of His Clhurch, and the ns.

sertion of it in a basis of Union very
opportunc as a testimony to His honour, not

only against Erastian encroachments, but
ageinst Papal arrorance and Rationalistic
dogmatism. It would look very well to
affirm articulately, not only what is the
Suprems Rule, but also who is the Soverign
Lord of faith aud conseience.

2. Whilst all the negotiating denomina.
tions nare at one in upholding the princi-
ple of Christ’'s Soverign authority, there is
confessedly n conflict among them as fo
what in somoe particulars is His Sovereign

y will 5 fox instance, in regard to the relation

proper to be maintained between Church
and State. Is there such a degres of
unanimity on this subject as would be
sufficient for mutual incorporation 2 Pro-
bably there is; and if there is, why not
desire and endeavor to putit beyond a doubt?
To many minds it is not quite clear at pre-
sent. Woe are told by the Reverend Robert
Campbell, of Montreal, in the prefuce of
his prize Essay on the Union of Presbyter-
ians in Canada, that ¢ 'The true Union
platform is to be found in the Church of
Scotland anterior to those divisions which
it is now sought {o heal ;" unnd yet in tho
socondfsection of his fivst chapter, ho says ;
* That which specially renders thé Union

o are discussing practicable, is the fact
that T'he Principles of Toleration are now
betler understood and acted npon than in
the days of our Fathers” ‘'This last state.
ment, printed by him in capital letters, is
true, None of us ocefipies ex: the
potition of our Iathers, we havé all found
it imposwible to stop where they stopped ;
wé huve all advanced, though, npt'to the
sante point. s it not worth wliile td ex-
amine, discover und declare whetéibotiis we
dre, botht severilly and :@njoh’ﬂyP Tt is
pretly certain that the yesult would he
sesisfactory.—~J. W,

MANITOBA.,
CMURGH AXD COLLEGE AFFAIRS IN THE MEW
PROVINCE.

The following interesting Communioation
has been received by the Revd, Wm
Cochrang, Convener of the Home Mission
Committee of the Canada Presbyterian
Chureh, and transmitted us for publication.

Fort Garry, Dre, 187a, 1872,

Dranr BretHRen,— At the suggestion of
the Convener of the Homo Mission Com-
mittee,I would seck to iing some of the
finuneialdetails and material featurox of our
evlensive work before you. OQur cause is
progressing rapidly; one position s the
Provinee of Maintobs hasmaterially chang-
ed during the last yoar. Our old conmega-
tion of Kildonan ig still first in members,
though in contributions it will be surpassed
unless on the nlert. Tt has however agreed
to advance tho salary of the Rov. Mr
Black, $250 per annum,

The Yort Garry congregation has had a
most remarkable growth, It was organized
in Febrary last, the first communion was
Beld in May, with 10 members; the sccend
was heldin Novamber, with about 40 com-
munieants, The congregution has had to
enlarge their little Churelt twice during the
seasun, and propose building a new one
nextyear. Tho annual congregational mect-
ing was held a couple of weeks ngo, and the
determination was come to call a minister
of their own, and becoine solf-surtaining. It
appeared that about §900 had been raised
during the year. Il was agreed to calla
minister as soon as possible, a Committee
wag appointed to enquire into the matter,
and the resolution adopted to begin the
salary of 82000 per annum after New Year,
A very influential minonity of the congrega-
tion belongs to the Chureh of Scotland; but
wo work most harinoniously lere, and we
are as may be supposed ardent unionists on
both sides. I du hope the state of affairs
in this great north-west will be largely
taken into secount in  the negociations. We
need lhere a speedy union. So far ag we are
concerned we can vouch for the cordiality,
if it be but speedy enough. Though Ifort
Garry's increase has been perhaps unequall.
edin the countery it has not beenexceptional.
The other stations have been during the
year supplied with ministers.  Messis,
Fraser to Little Britain &ec.; Donaldson to
Hendingley; and Mathieson to Portage L
Pruirie. These stations are to be visited
within the next month, and the Presbytery
expects to raise nbove $1000 from these
stations towards the Home Mission Fund as
against nbout $200lust year. During the year
we have opened up several new stations.
One Missionary Rev. Mr. Nabh, an ardent
and faithful worker, lins beon transferred to
the most westerly settlements of the Pro.
vince, so that while strengthening the
cantre, we are furthest west with the great
tido that is flowing in. Mr. McNabb has 8
or 4 prenching places, and is entively among
Canadians.  We have opened at station at
Silver Heights, 6 miles from Fort Garry, to
work with Headingley. Inaddition tothese
new ficlds we have taken two very interesting
fields in new settlements, respectively east
and west of Kildonan, Rockwood, and
Springfield. The former is a settlement
of some eighty people; while somewhat
mixed in religious belief, our church has
the largest eloment. In Springfield a lnrge
settlement of 120 or more, the Preshyter-
inns i almost the only form of belief, In
Rockwood a Church is being planned. In
Smithfield and Stismiside probably two will
have to be built, Fort Garry has contribut-
ed some $60to help the heginnersin Spring-
field and promises have been given to the
others,

Aa to Churches during the past year, three
have been built; two enlarged; and four
or five planued for next year. May God
give us strength to avail ourselves of the
opportunities offered us. Our Presbytery
has in hand, as all who intevest themselves
in the Church’s echemes, now, two public
Edueational Institulions, first Manitoba
College, at Kildonan, The bmlding is now
in use—Class yooms and boarding depart-
ment.

The number of students has kept up, the
College has grown in public estimation, and
the prospectus for the Winter Term after
New Year, are about twenty-five students,
—ten in the bearding department. The
toachers staff hins been retnforced by Rov.
Thomas Hart, M. A,, of the Church of
Scotland, Professorof Classics and French,
He is a most valuable nddition, and assists
in the Mission work of the church. Our
brethern of the sister church, are deserving
of a warm oxpression of our good-fecling
and thankfuluess,

The library has been begun and lhas a
nucleus of some 150 volumes, Meetings
are being held at all the stations in aid of
the College funds, for we find it an expen-
sive_matter, in a country of high prices to
conduct do lavge an institution in officiency.
"The other part of our work, not thoroughly
s church schieme, is the Winnipeg ladies
achool. This has been begun with every
})mspect of success, and the prospect after

half a term's work ave, that we shall begin
the new term with musical and general
pupils, twenty in number.

uch is our work, The amounts raised
for 1872, for all purposes will probably he
about :

Kildonan . . . .

“ . . %1100
)Winnipeg) Fort Garry . .

00
Little Britain, (8 atation) .
Headingley, (2 station) .
Porttage group, (4 station) .
White Mecd gl;onp, o stay) . LOX
Springfield (1 atation) . , . J
Rockwood, (1 station) . . .
For Collegs (Fees, colleciions; &e., for
Current expenses, &e, . . 3800
Ladies School (8 wonths) . . 800
This is n short sketch of our work ; some
of these sums will probably he wxceeded
next year. New settlementswill be open-
ing up, indeed, nuclei of new settlements
whick we cannot overtake, are nlrendy
formed. Hoping the Church at lLome,
while _ doing. ;auch.for.auz_Provinee, may
apprecinte the magnitude of the work, and
bearing funds
v tipon the futude,
1 remsin, yofif ﬁiﬂow Isborer in the
. ord,
Groror Bryck,

j\u\igioi;ly_ sxpendled |

PHE INTERNATIONAL SCHEMI OF
3. 8. LESSONS, BY DR, IIALL, OF
NEW YORK, AND INFANT CLASSEY,

A very deop and wide spread intevest
has attached to the subjcet of Sundn
Schools during the last fow years, prinei-
pally in connection with our Institutes and
Conventions.

Perhaps this intevest has just beon flay-
ging a little of lnte. This iy, I an convine-
ed, only for a short time, for I can see, ]
think, that God is preparing for us as Sab-
bathh School workers n great and stirmng
tune, the tide of which is not far distant
but close upon us, and it js ours to be up
and doing to meot that which God is send-
ing upon us.

Some 1wy siile, bul 1 believe wo are en
the dawn of & great Rovolution in thie Spir-
1f, but especislly in the work of our Sab-
bath Schools, The work now is earnost
and true, but to a great extont disjointed
and unsympathotie, and the Revolution is
in tho opposite direction.

In different lands and oven in different
schiools in tho same lands wo have ot pres-
ent all kinds of lossons taught, and the
symipathy must to some oxtent be n broken
one.

Why not all sehools, of all denoninations,
in all Jands, teach the same portions of the
words of the Lord on the same Sabbath
days. Then how pleasant would it be for a
stranger, for esample, desiring to visit a
sehool, to feel suro of thoe lesson of the day.
Then would hie Lo uble to st down and
study it; and when in the school, if any
teacher happoned to be absont, to lend an
intelligent and helping hand.

That is only one advantage; and yet a
not-unimportant one. To me it is ar over-
powering thought, that on thoe Lora’s Day
that great and noble band of carnest and
dovoted workers should be all teaching, and
that far grenfor band of yearning learners
all drinking in the same precious words of
the Lord at the same tiwe.

Does any credulous one smile at the con-
summation as visionary., I tell you, teach-
ers, it is coming upon us, thank God, and
it is our duty fo meet it. 'The children
of God are drawing so tight the cords of
christian fellowship and love that we are
beginning to feel that the cords are real
things.

While we remain ever Presbyterians, Me-
thodists, Churchmen, let us hurl to the
winds anything and everything which tends
to make us aught but vne in heart and work
in the causoe of Chrst,

While intellectually we differ, let our
hearts and hands be as one, firn and true,
to work the works of tho Lord.

Dr. Hall, of New York, onoof the most
dovoted Sabbath School workers, has ma-
tured a schieme called ¢ The Internabional
scheme,” which is intended to serve the
aecomplishment of this result :—To bind in
one great army—to provide with the samo
well tempered weapons, and to lead to the
home charge u&)on the srme citadel of the
human heart, those, who now by various
and somoewhat digjointed offorts, and with
different instruments, are fighting the bat-
tles of the Lord.

And any ono who knows Dr, Hall, who
hag ever had tho great privilege of listening
to his simple, earnest gospel preaching, and
knows what ho has done and is doing for
the cause of Christ, especially in the direc-
tion of the Sabbath Schools in tho eity of
New York, knows swell that never fitter
work fell to abler hands.

Dr. Hall is an Irishman and a Presbyte-
rian; and although some narrow minded
ones mny hint that the Schemo came from
the States, yet, let such remember that
some one must originale it, and who so
likely as the greatest of gospel preachers
on this continent.

Let us on thik side, forgetting every pre-
judice, for Christ's sake, lend a helping

nnd to the man who-has devoted so much
time and labor, and is banding every energ
to bind in closer sympathy the Sunday
School workers of svery land.

My object is not to offer any thoughts on
this scheme as it affects advanced classes in
our Sunday Schools, for there is o paper
publiched every month, called The Sunday
School World, contaming Dr. Hall's own
comments on the lessons, and for this

end.

But I shall endeavor te follow out that
Scheme, as it may bo used in tenching in-
fant clarses; for I am most thoroughly
convinced from what I have seen of them
and of the ways in which they are taught,
that, just as there has been too much eare-
lessness in_ systematizing tho teaching of
advanced classes, 50, much movre, is there
the almost total disregard of systematic
tedching in infant classes,

No Biblo student will over advance in his
knowledgo of its contents who does not
study it systematically. Anad flusis just
what we want to introduce into our schools;
that our little ones may, like Pimothy, be
trained in the sexjptures from their infancy.

Thie week I only offer a fow suggestions
regarding infant classes :

First=No school should be withont an
infant class. Make it a made class consiat-
ing of those who cannot yead well,

If possible give them & reom to them-
selves, 1 think it is helter oven to have
thom in n separate louse, rather thavy not
have them by themselves, for many reasons
I conld give.

Give them the very ablest teacher in the
school, Let none but a true, prayerful,
and dovoted christinn—one who loves tho
work, (that is essentinl), and who is willing
to devote not only Sabbath to teaching, but
n portion of the week to visiting, his or her
little scholara.

Let it he felt that the class is one of the
clagses trom which the pupilsare graduated.
a8 they learn to read and advance in Bible
knowledge.

Teach nothing but the wwords of the Lord.
Some tenchers make telling slories the sum
and subatance of their teaching,  Stories,
objects, anything, may be nsed, but always
msake tho truths thero things teach tie
mont prominent thing in teachitig,

Especially go to un infant class from

your knecs. :

8o much generally and at this time, )
shall endeavor to ba moro particular as I
advance, hoping that. & may be able in my

oo ke wnd pothape ol n
ma wpa nnted in
sou?e soul whick when wnterl:dpwiﬂ: the
dew from prayerful hearts shall bring forth
fruit to life everlaating. Fellow teachers,
let us ever pray for strength and guidance

Tascnx

in our weakiiens,— LN



