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WHAT TRUTH SAYS

At

‘1o built Letter than he knew,” scems
to bo trus of George Peabody, tho famons
English philanthropist, who at his death
bequeathed 82,500,000 out of his immense
fortune to be used in crectivg houses of o
certain character for the poor of Loudon,
Not only have thousands of his fellow citi-
zens—at present 20,374, occupying 5,071
soparate tenements—been provided  with
clean, comfortable and convenicnt homes,
anlata rental within their reach ; but the
fnvestment has turned out to Lo a remark.
able succeas financially. In twenty ycars
‘tho estate has increased from 2,500,000 to
$5,070,000, and on that greater sum it is
now camiag 3 per cent. intevest.  This cir-
cumstance has led the Londen Truth to
complain that the Peabody fund is managed
on wholly commercial principles, and that
8o far from relioving poverty, it is used only
for the benefit of those who arc capablo of
tﬂ:mg care of themsclyes. To this criti-
cism the New York Sun replies : ““ That sho
industrious, thrilty, steady workers, the
mechanics and the artisans, are the very
members of socicty who most deserve the
consideration of the philanthropist. They
do not wnnt charity, or o pauperize them-
solves; but theywant good -homes within
their means, and the man who gives them
such dwellings, whether in pursuance of a
distinctly philanthropic schemo liko Mr.
Peabody’s, or from ccmmercial reasons sole-
ly, renders an important scrvice to man.
kind. The best helper of his fellow man is
not ho who treats him as an object of chari-
ty, but who irvests his capital so that it
docs the.groatest good to the whole of
gocicty while also yiclding to kim a fair
.recompense.”- This witness isitrne, as every
worker among the poor can testify.  Philan-
thropists are very generally coming to sce
that the problem to be solved in prosceuting
their hcaven-approved mission is, how to
help others to help themeelves, how to”con-
fer a benefit and at the samoe time to Lihu-
lato the feclings of scll-respect and inde.
pendence.  To bring » needed good within
his power to purchase, is infinitely better for
the poor min than to bestow the blessing ©
outright. In this vicw, therelore, the criti-
asm of cur London contemporary has no
justification, If the trustees.of the Peabody
fund discover from expetience that the de-
mand for such dwellings na they are anthor-
ized to provido .continues greater than the
supply, they arc wholly justified i uang
their surplus income in putting up more of
the mme kind.  They cvuld not do botter
with the money. By encouraging tho in
dostrious camners of good wages, so that
they may live in comiort, they help to ralso

“2tho gencral standand of living.  The exasa
“ple of good homes :8 always beneficial. It
-invpires in the people greater ambition, and

cultivates in tham a higher refinement

Tho succesd that has attended the man.

“agement of tho Peabody fand, which, though

not ariginally designed ax a monoy-making
investment has returned a fair rate of wter
cst, suggests the question whether in follow
ing the oxample of the English] philauthre.

piat Toronto capitalints, who would be satis.

fied  with a low rate of inter.st, have not
hero an open fie * for safe and profitable in-
vestinent.  The compluint is  constantly
mado by thosn.who are obliged to rent, that
comfortablo and healthy houses aro beyond

the average wage.carner's reach, and that

those which lic can afford aro of a character
not above criticism, to say tho least. Would
it not bo possible to creet gowd, plalu tene.
ment honses, provided with the improved
mudern sanitary armngements, within casy
reach of tho localities where the shops and
factorics are principally located, which could
be rented for such sum as the artizan can
pay without creating the fucling that ho is
workine principally for hiz landlord? 1t
docs seen that here is an opportumty for
our local capitalists to manifest a little of
that humane fechng wlich nov doubt they
wonld be pleased to have laid to their charge.
Of course, a low rental would not mean a
rapidly swelling Yank account, but under
certain restrictions which would sccure
worthy and respectable tenants, the invest.
incnt would b a safe onc;and that is saying
agood deal inthese duys of fortuncs casily and
quicklylost. Will not somc of our monnyed

men who have an interest in tho comfort and
wcll-bcins, of their fellow-citizens give this
matter a littlo scrious thought ?

That Canada was about entering & period
of commercial depression was the prophecy
of Mr. White, M. P. for Cardwell, in his
speech upon the Banking Act the other day.
His prediction was based upon the fact that
as a nation we are not making both cuds
mect, that our exports arv insaflicient to pay
for our imports and the mtereat upon bor.
rowad money.  As a cousequence our credit
abroad is gradually declining. The apparent
prosperityheclaimsis deceptive, and has been
induced by the large sums of borrowed money
that have been brought into the country
during tho past few years—the net borrow.
ings for Dominion purposcs alone having ag-
gregated §100,000,000 since 1878, besules
large swms that have been rased abroad by
ratlways, provincial gos ernments, municipali
tics and loan companics.  In consequence of
these large loans theitemn forinterest has
greatly inercasad. On our aggregate debtat
is cstimated wo have to pay §25,000,000 per
year. It will be scen that wn order to keep
up our cralit our exporta should merease
proportionally with our outside abligations.
Unfortutately thes 1s not the'case, asdhe i Jjm.

portations show if anything a dcclma in ®

value. Relatwely to the ealls uponus-3hey
arc much below whal they onco were:- Asa
remedial measiure Me. Whito advocates that
the banks of the country be roquired toholl
larger mmounts in reserve, thus restricling
thair available capital, and reservang o fand
upon which we can fall back when tho
necessity presenta stself.  The Mail docsnot
conmider this an adequate provision and ad-
vocales a3y A more satisfactory and cerlain
solutton of the difhculty *“tho - encoumge-

ment of the business of supplying those to
whom wv are indebted, and from whom wo
buy, with what wo can produce and what,
they want.” Hut whatever meana may bo
adoptad to relieve the mtaation ituis mam.

fest that tho method pursned.in 1878 and
during the anlsequent poriod cannoy muck

.acmncy. XY

longer vo pursued.  The period of borrowing
must soon cease and the country bu thrown
upon its own resources. Whilu it is not pro-
bable that the Dominion will require to go
into liquidation, it is not heyond belief
that the prediction of Mr. \White may to
some extent be raalized in the near future.

The Montreal Witness, which is set for the
defenee of tho principle of “equnl rights,”
scems to find some difficulty in.expluining
its position 1o as to cscape the charge of in-
consistency by the more radical of the new
party. It appears that some of the extrem
ists would have the association iuscrt in its

platform o plank favoring the abolition of .2

the French languagoe in the Provinee of Que-
hee.  The Witness refers them to the leading
motto of the association, * Equal rights for
ull irrespective of race or creed,” and then
procecds to give them a little homly on the
Golden Rule.  {t says: ““Wo have already
nsked our good Christinn readers, in consid-
cring all questions hetween the races, to try
to put themselves in the position of our
French fellow.countrymen. I wo and our
ancestors before us had for a hundred and
thirty yoars back been peaccable and res-
pectable citizens of the French Empire,
having been born French subjects and having
never known or proposed any other alle.
giancs, would we think of oursclves—still
more, would we like to be spoken of and
treated as o conquered people?  Would our
French loyalty grow stong under the influ.
cnce of auch treatment and tatk ?  If during
all that time we had preserved our Janguage
lovingly, thinking in it, praying in it,
cinting it with every thuught of childhood
and home, and if it had been vecognized
from thc beginning till now as the original
language and as onc of the official languages
of our country, should we not fecl very sen-
sitive about its dethronement 5 and should
we not feel very much hurt by such remarks
as we often hear passed just now with re.
gand to the French people aud their lan.
guage. We may think the English language
would be hetter for them than French, hut
we should not take it as a qricvance if we
find that they do not think s0.”" 1Tt the
Witnees and all “oqual righters™ continwo to
teach such doctrine ag this, and though cx-
tremists and bigots may condemn them. as
half hearted and tewmporizing, fairaninded
men, who recognizo in their life the ** Do
unto others as ye would that they should do
unto you,” will find little occasion for cen-
surc.

Anticipating the time when tho question
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extent of tho traflic the fact st be taken
itito the account that i winter the patron-
ago is nat o greet as in summer, and tht in
cities of these lattitudes the street ears dur
ing the winter months fail, in most cases, to
pay expenses. In this category arobo placed
Albany, Broadway of Brooklyn, Buflulo,
Niagara Falls, Rochester City and Braghton,
and Utica Belt Line, all of which report o
deficit for the quarter ending March 31st.
Hence it will be scen that to multiply the
Mail's figures by 313, in order to ascertain
the volume of traflic for the year, would be
very misleading.  Still the figures are not
i *ttheir value, and taken in comparison
.o Other lines in other citics, they will ny-
318t in arriving at & proximate idea of tho
value of this franchise. It is higi.ly import-
ant that the citizens shondl be thoroughly
informed on this (uestion. They should
thankfully accept every item of reliable in
forination in order that they may appreac h
the question intelligently, sccm;., that there
18, perhaps, no question in civic affaira at
the present mow. .t of sich vital importance
as that of the strect mailway.,

The encinies of Hon, 0. Mowat and his
government have paraphrased anew the bat-
tle cry with which they proposc to stic up
their failing hopes and drooping spirits dur.
ing the prescut clection contest.  For sever-
al years their political s,ceches have been
punctuated with the watchword,—saild to
have been cained by the vetern chicftain at
Ottawa~*Mowat must go.” The magic of
these words having proved insutlicicut, tho

asso- geniug who presides over the World sanctum

hus clothed the original aentiinent in new
dress and with assurance doubly aure, pre,
dicts of Mr. Mowat that “His hour has
come.” This is certainly a more digunified
form of cxpression, beang farther removed
from the bonler land o slang, and having
reputable authority in support of its usc.
Morcover it will not be particalarly ohjected
to by the fricnds of Mr. Mowat. It is moro
ambiguaus than the old onc and (its inhetter
with cxpmssmg the most corlint wish of the
Reformer heart.  Scarecly has it scen the
Yight of day before the Gloix, pereciving ™

sptness of the cxpmlown 1&}7!;;:‘& =

of being accounted- A8 tcrso &
priated the coinage. of 3 18 :
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