2 BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

He thinks-it will pay him this season to get
out printed lists especially for such custom-
ers. Formerly, when they left town for the
holidays he simply lost their trade till they
returned.

.

Itis said that Dr. Drummond’s book of
dialect and humorous poetry, ** The Habit.
ant,'’ bas had an unprecedented sale for a
book-of itsclass in Canada. Over 12,000
copies have been sold in Canada, while the
sale in the United States has exceeded
20,000, ‘The book is going to-be placed in
England where it is expected to **catch

** as the saying is.

on,

Mr. E. M. Renouf, St. Catherine street,
Montreal, acted as the secretary at the last
meeting of an organization known as the
McGill Book Club. The object of the clubis
two-fold : To add new popular books by
gift to the library of McGill University and
to supply the members, who are well.to-do
people, with the first reading-of new, expen-
sive books.
about 250 volumes to McGill College.

Iast year the club presented
The
yearly membership fee is about gi0, we
believe, and members have the right to
order books which are the property of the
club and are passed round among the
members, Thenumber of books circulated
among the members last year was over
2,400. We give these particulars, as they
may possibly suggest to booksellers an idea
that might be adapted to other localities for
the purpose of increasing the sale and
reading of more expensive books. Wherea
free library exists no organization of this
sort would be possible. Where there is
none, it might be warked to the advantage
of a bookseller's business.

Rev. A. Macl.ean Sinclair, of Belfast,
B E.L. a Maritime Province scholar, hag
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written & history of the MacLean clan,
which wmay be-inquired for by customers of
booksellers in various parts of Canada.
The ptice of -the book_is £1 ($4.87) and it
is being sold chiefly by subscription.

An encyclopedic work on the British
Empire is being issued in five volumes by
Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Lon.
don. The third volume is devoted to Can-
ada, The contributions to this volumeare :
General, by Lord Strathcona; British Colum-
bia, by W. S, Seabright Green : Ontario,
by Peter Bryne ; Quebec, by Harrison Wat-
son ; Nova Scotia, by James MacDonald ;
Manitoba, by Sidney G. B, Coryn: New
Brunswick, by C. A. Duff-Miller; New-
foundland,by T.!B. Browning, M.A.; Litera-
ture, by Sir John Bourinot ; Aborigines, by
W. Williams and Sydney Coryn, and North-
west Territories, by Sydney Coryn. The
first two volumes will be ready shortly and
the others early in_the Autumn.

The same London publishers announcea
new volume of verse, entitled *A Drama
of Two Lives, the Snake Witch, a Canadian
Summer Night, and other Poems,'* by E. J.
Chapman. Mr. Chapman will be remem-
bered in Canada as the former professor of
geology in Toronto University, from which
post he retired four or five years ago. This
is not his first poetical flight. Years ago,
he published, both in Canada and London,
a volume of verse called *A Song of
Charity.”

J. K. Cranston, bookseller, Galt, has
issued a series of private post cards with
views of Galt, ’

—————

We have compiled a table of Canada's
book and stationery imports during the fiscal
year of 1898. It will be found in another
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column, The period covered is previous to
the going into force of the exclusive prefer-
ential tariff towards Great Britain, so that
no argument can safely be founded on the
figures as regards the increase of British
trade. It will be seen, however, that the
Canadian purchases of books, envelopes, :
papeteries, etc,, from the United King-
dom have increased, aithough not any more
than, if as much as, those from the United
States. In books, certainly the increase
of British purchases is much the largest.
This is perhaps partly accounted for by the
larger imports of religious books, due no
doubt in considerable measure to the Pres-
byterian hymnal printed at_the Oxford Press,
As regards the sale of secular books and
periodicals it is evident that the Americans
do not neglect this market as the English
are apt to do. They advertise more and
make more personal solicitation than British
publishers and houses- have recently done.
This season British houses are sending over
their representatives and an increased trade
is pretty sure to result, But a business
which has been allowed to dwindle is not

regained in a day. Notwithstanding the

extra preference of i of the duty now in

force, British houses should do more adver.

tising and exertthemselves more vigorously
for orders, Their tariff advantage now is:

Genersl Tarifl, Toward Britaln.
Books and periodicals... 10 percent. 73§ per cent.
Books in sheets .., .....30 ¥ 111 "
Printed musics cvevae o- 10 o 12/ 2R
Photos, pictures, etc...u30 " 113 o
Papeteries and envelopes 35 26

If the trade with the United States in.
creases during the current fiscal year under
conditions of this kind, it will be due to

American push.

TRADE NEWS.

George S. Fatrar (for Dauphin Furniture
Co.).stationer and furniture dealer, Dauphin,
Man., has assigned to W. Blaccader.

Blight DBros., stationers, etc., Toronto,
have assigned to S. E. Townsend. A
meeting of their creditors has been called for
April 12,

Mr. P. Charles Leadbeater, representing
F. Warne & Co., London, has been makix¥
a trip through Canada in the interest of his
firm's books. It is several years since Mr.
Leadbeater visited Canada, and he-pro-
nounces a2 favorable opinion upon the ex-
panson and improvements observable in
the trade centres of the Dominion. He
reports also having done well in the books
published by T. Warne & Co.



