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NEW BOOKS REVIEWVED.
The next best thing ta the rendinc of a good bookc is, îerhaps, the perusal of an Intelligent

revlew of lt-to me it la always a source of liveiy satisfact on.-Gladstone.

BJSCHS BIO)GRAI>HY 0F lilbMARCK.BISMARCK, SOME SECRET PAGES
0F HIS HISTORY.-By Dr.- Maritz

Busch. Twa valumes, 550 pp. cacb, six
illus., $7.50. CaPP, Clark Ca., Limiteri,
Taranta. Na mare absarbing biagrapby
bias appeared in redent years than this. It
cantains really "secret" pages in the
paliticai career ai tbe famaus German Chan-
cellar, nat secret in the sense ai vulgar
sensatianalismn, but revealing many ai tbe
Chancelaor's actual apinians, motive Springs
ai actian, and candid sentiments regarding
the manarchs and the men witb tvbam be
caoperatod for the creation of the German
Empire.

Dr. Busch is that tc;.coar ai modern
saciety-the man %vha keeps a diary. He
bad, during many years, tbe closest afficial
and persanal intercaurse with Prince
Bismarck. Passessing remarkable powcrs
ai memory, ho was accustamed ta write
dawn witb substantiai accuracy, aiter leaving
Bismarck's presence, reports ai lang conver-
satiars beid with thegreat man. Thebasty
expressions ai an angry man, the talk round
a dinner table, the statesman'sifrank avawal
of the motives that inspired him-all these
get inta print, not, apparently, without Bis.
marck's full knawledge that Ilafier my
deatb little Biusch will tell it ail." The
Prince, in fact, autharizes bis admirer ta lot
pasterity inta the secrets ai bis careor.

The revelatians, in consequcnce, are same-
times astaunding, occasianally very indis-
creet, at every stage intenseiy interesting.
Any man wbo tbinks hoe knaws the paiitics
ai Eurapean states during tbe Past 30 years
will find, alier reading these valumes, tbat
ho but dimly discerned what is bere tald
with amplitude of detail and the autharity
ai persanal knawledge. It may, thereiare,
bc said by those wbo bave ta speakta Can-
adian readers af this biagraphy tbat is is, ta
use a cammanplace but necessary word,
simpiy indispensable ta anyane wba can-
ceives bimseli ta be wvell-informed. Na
book since flaswell's immortal l"Lille of
Samuel Johnson"I canstitutes a more per-
iect revelatian af character. It may lack
tbe literary grace ai Fraude's IlCarlyle," or
Loôckhats ««Scott," but its power, as a
delineation ai a statesman, wbo, next ta
Napolean, presents tbe most heroic figure af
the century, is inienaor ta neither of these
biographies.

In the flrst volume, Dr. Busch incarpar-
rates a great deai ai bis baok about'Bis-

marck, published many years aga, during
the statesman's hife, by his aulhority and
permission-mn tact, the Prince secretly
read and corrected the proals. But, this
time, the partions thon omitted are included,
and. therciare, Bismarck's astanishingly troc
criticisms ai bis imperial sovereigns-Em-
perar William, Empress Augusta, Emperar
Frederick, Empress Frederick (Il the Eng-
iishwaman," as hoe calîs her)-are given
wihout reserve. Many episodes, which
simply couid not be told then with saiety ta
anyane, are naw given pubiicity. It would
be useless ta particularize, because this ro-
view is mereiy a briel' general survey ai the
nature ai the book, and is in no senso an
adequate summary ar indication ai the con-
tents. For reasons given. Blusch driftod
apart tram Bismarck tor a tew years. The
Prince bad heard that the dîary, known ta
be in existence, was ta be publishod. This
wvould have ruined the Chancellor. Busch
took bis pension and rotired tram the Im-
periai service. Hle regained Bismarck's
confidence and persanal regard by sbawing
flint the proors ai the intended publication.
From tbis periad (1878), the author's inter-
course with Bismarck doivn ta the time ai
the latter's dcath %vas clase and friendly. as
ho carried out the Chancellor's wvishes in
many articles written far the non-officiai
Germran press.

Ail the eventsaofBismarck's disagroomoent
witb tbe preseja Empeor, and theold Chan-
cellar's enforced retirement, are related in
the shape of conversations betwecn Bis-
marck and the autbcr, copies ai documents,
etc. The cancluding chapters are full ai
intorest: The ex-Cbancellor's chagrin ai bis
dawniail, bis indiscreet canfidences taindis-
creet fricnds, bis homo lite at Fricdericbsruh,
bis attempts ta, campose bis memoirs (whicb,
ane iniers, will flot likeiy sec the light), and
the graduai declineofa physicai and mental
ppowers. This portian is a chranicie ai tacts,
the author leaves the reador ta draw bis awn
conclusions, discaurses not ai ail ai Ger-
man politics, bu *t makes, as indeed at every
Stage of the narrative, theolad Chancellor
the central figure and point ai interest. Ta
indicato even gencrally the scope ai ibis
volume is, iberefare, inexpedieni. The
reader must have theboak in bis awn hands,
must. bimsoit, weigb and compare its con-
tents with wbat is publicly knovnaofGerman
affairs, fram 1890 ta 1893, and accepi Dr.
Busch's presontatian ai tbis bistorical cpi-
sade as a valuable contribution ta aur

knowledge of the periad,and a striking and
vîvid narrative af the dedîint.-n Jayb af the
(amaus Bismarck.

JoîlsN BititiiT.-By C. A. Vince, M.A.
Cloth, 246 pp.. zs. 6d. Copp, Clark Co..
Limitcd, Tronto. This is another ai the
Vîc.tortan Era scries, and iîîterebting ta read,
like ail the athers, Indeed, it is nat aiten
a mare cheap, practical and readable series
ai baoks camtes front the press. Jahn
Bright's carcer is treated, nat in a vein ai
senseless euiagy, but of discriminating and
respectiui sympatby. As a "sttidy" in
cantemporary biagraphy, therciore. the book
is suited ta student, teacher and ardinary
reader.

TIE WiDowER. - By WV. F. Norris.
Paper Soc.; The Taronto News Ca..
Taranta. This is as good a navel as MIr.
Narris ever wrate, and many hiave came
tram bis pen. The easy good humored
narrative, which neyer graws sensatianai
and neyer draps into twaddle is the
characteristic ai this wvriter. Mr. 1ennant,
xvbase widawship is fiat disturbed by any
second marriage (much to the authar's
approval), enters Engiish palitics and attains
a higb place. His charming, wayward
daugbter, Cuckaa, is rallier tao much far his
philasophy and social experience, and, an
her discavering that she is only an adapted
daughter with no espocial dlaim for fargive-
ness far several mishaps, shie runs away.
INr. 1ennants nepheiv and beir. Filzroy.
whom Cuckoo has driven away ta an un-
cangenial engagement af marriage, gaes
after and rescues her. There is gassip and
a braken engagement, but Cuckao and
Fitiray are happy, and wbat reader desires
mare ?

THE T1tEsiPAssER.-Ily Gilbert Parker.
Cloth, $1.25; 275 pp. The Capp. Clark
Ca., Toronto. This is a reissue ai a
popular baak, by Mir. Parker. It relates the
roniantic adventures ai Gastan Belward, the
scion ai an Engiish ianiily, in Canada and
England. Gaston is a strange cambi nation,
and bis experiences were varied. Thebaakis
attractive as a stary frram its ver) sensatian-
alism, thaugb Mr. Parker's bcst wark is not
in it.

THoE Lus7r 0F HIAT&- Dy Guy flaothby-.
Paper, Soc.; the Taranto Netvs Ca.. Toronto.
The autbar again brings an the scelne that
uncanny pcrsonage, Dr. Nikala wha. this
time, appears in a highly diverting il shock--
ing ligbt. Ayoung Englishmien. who lcarns
ai a gald mine from a dying camrrade, is
robbed ai it by a man wbho bas stalen the
secret. Ho desires ta kilI the despailer ai
bis luck. and, caming acro3s Nikola, is
hypnatazed and «made ta believe that he
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