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their first feeble yet growing appreliension of the truth as it is in Jesus ; to
put down in black and white the deeply-interesting story of one and another
of the thirty-si.c adults baptized by us last year-all this is no easy task.

CARE IN TESTING INQUIRERS.

To have received only 36 of the 200 or so of applicants for baptisn whon
we have examined at one time or another during the past year, muay seem
strange and disappointing. That we have kept back none whomt the Lord
has already received, I dare not aflirm ; but I an sure that tiere seeiiied to
be good and reasonable grounds for delaying the baptisin of this large pro-
portion of those who came forward seeking it. At tines we nay err in this
matter from excessive caution, and perlhaps we sbould fiid it diticult to
justity to tiose îunacquainited witl the character of this poi, aisl the
influences that are at work amaong thern, our carefulness as to the admi.,sion
of those who seek connectioni m ithi us. But I am persiiaded tlat there is
need fur this caution in China, and iore speeially at the beginniing of the
vork. Experience proves the necessity ut guarding thue nitrance of the

Church by repeated and seching examination, aid it is ouly wnli, so far
as we can learn, Lhere is credible evidence of repentance towards. God and
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, that we venture to receive the candi-
date for admission.

SIX AGED CONVERTS.

Of fle thirty-six bapti.ed last year six are old men and woimen, who, for
threescore years and tii or more, had. lived " iaving no hope, ana vithout
God in the world " Their sun liant alhnost gone down in utter du aniess,
when Io ! a great lighit sione upon thein, and now we nay hope that a- their
journey draws to its close they look beyond, and find that vhere there was
only darkniess there is for themn the sweet light of liope-the liope of the
lory of God. Only two have been baptized under twenty yeais of age, anid
)oth of these are sons of a man whio was himnself baptized last year'. Of
those between twenty and seventy years of age the greater number are men
in tlie prime of life, and it may be that fron anong then the Lord will
send forth sonme to preacli ls Gospel anong tieir countrymnen.

ENCoURAGEMENT 3MINGI.E) WITH DISAPPOINTMENT AND TRIAL.

On the who.e, we bave thanîkfilly to report growth and progres. Maniy
of the members, we trust, are getting elearer views of what the Churiic exists
for, of what is lequired of themu, nid of what they nay expect om us in
joining it, of their duty to contribute for the maintenance and extennson of
the truth.

While, theivn, we are encouraged by the progress whiclh we thaiik lias,
througi God, beenî mlade, we 3 et cel encompased by dilieulties, awl have
not a few sorrows and trials in connection with the work conuitted to us.

OALLS, &c.
Rev. D. Beattie lias been called b)y ftle congregation of St. Columba

and St. Paul, Maloc ; Rev. J. Scrimger, M À., bas been called b i. - ,n-
gregation of Knoc Church, Ottawa; Rlev. W. Armstrong, M.A., ., bLe
called by the cou nregation of Daly Street, Ottawa ; 1(ev. P. Wri.t, .... 1.,
bas been called by tue coagregation of Chalmers Churclh, Quebec; der. J.
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