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after ell our preaching, many of our people
arc almost as ignorant as if they had never
heard the Gospel. 1 study to speak as plain
as I can; yet I frequently mect with those
who have been my hearers many years, who
know not wheth.r Christ bo God or man, or
that infants have any original sin.  And how
few are there, that know the nature of re-
pentance, fuith, *nd holiness?  Most of them
have n sort of confidence that Christ will
Justify and save them, while the world has
their hearts, und they live to themselves.
And I bave found by experience that one of
them has learned more from an hout's close
discourse, than from ten year's public preach-
ing,

And, undoubtedly, this private application
is implied in those solemn words of the
Apostle: = I charge thee before God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing, preach the
word, be tnstant in scasen and out of season ;
reprove, rebuke, cxhort with all long suffering
and doctrine.”

This is likewise ncceseary to the greater
glory of God, and the fuller success of the
Gospel O Brethren, if we could genorally
set this work on foot, in all our socicties, and
prosecute it skilfully and zealously, what
glory would redoundto God thereby ! If the
common ignorance were thus  banished, and
our vanity and idleness turned into the study
of the way of life, and every shup, and every
house busied in speaking of the word and
works of Gad; surely God would dwell
in our habitations and nake them his delight.

And this is necessary to the welfare of our
people, many of whom neither believe nor
repent to this day  Look round about, and
see how muny of them are still in apparent
danger of damnntion! And how can you
walk, and talk, and be merry with such peo-
ple, when you know their case 1 Methinks
whan you look them in the face, you sheuld
bregk forth in tears, as the prophiet did when
he looked upon Ifazacl, aud theu set on
then with the maxtyehement and importunate
expostulstions, O, then, for God's szke, and
for the sake of poot suuls, bestic yourselves,
and spare no pains that may conduce to their
salvation

What cause have we to Lleed before the
Lord this day, thut hase so Jong neglected
this great and good wawih? that have been
nreachers sn many years, and have dose sv
tirtle, by perconal istructions, for the saving
of men's soulst If we had but sct on this
wark snaner.ho'y many more might have been
broyght to Christ !

And buw much holier and happier might
w2 have made our secicties before now!
4nd why might we not have done it sooner
There were many hindrances in the way.
and so there ore still and always will be.
But the greater hindrauce was in oursclves,
in our dulness and litticness of faith and love,
O that God would thoroughly humble us, and
rause us ta bewail our own neglects; that we
-ny not think it erough tu lament the sins of
othery, widle we overlook our own?

But it is objected, 1st. This coarse will
take up so much time, that we shall hava no
time to follow our studies,
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I auswer, to gain knowledge is a good just so, said George Bell. And what is the
thing, but saving sowss isbetter. 2, By this  fruit? Why now, he nether reads the Bible
very thing you will gain the most excellent | nor any thing clse.
knowledge of God and eternity. 3. But you; This is rank enthusiasm.  If you nced no
will have abundant time for gaining othcr‘book but the Bible, you are got above St,
knowledge too, if you spend all your mourn-| Paul, he wanted otherstoo, Bring the books,
ings theivin,  Unly sleep not more than you ian)‘s he, ut especally the parchments; those

need.  And never be idle or triflingly em-
ployed.  But, 4. If you can do but one,
cithor follow yourstudics or instruct the igno-
raut; let your studies alone; I would throw
by all tho librgries in the world, rather than
be guilty of the perdition of one soul.

It is objected, 2. The people will not sub-
mit to it.  If some do not, athers will gladly.
And the success with them may be so much
as to repay all our labour.

O, let us herein follow the example of St.
Paul: 1, For our general business, serving
the Lord with all kumility of mind. 2. Our|
special work, foke keed to yourselvesand to all |
the flock, 3. Our doctrine, repeataure to-
wards God, and faith s our Lord Jetus Christ.
4. The place and manner of teaching, 1 Zare
taught you publicly and from house to house.
6. Tho object and internal manner, I ccasced
not to warn cvery one night and day with tears,
This it is, that must win souls and preserve
them, 6. Iis innocency, and self-denial for
the advantage of the Gospel, I kave corcted |
no man's silver or gold. 7. His patience, nei- |
ther do 1 count my life dear unto myself.  And
amone all our motives these should ever be
before our eyes:—1. The Church of God
which ke hath purchused with lis owwn blood.
2. Gricrous VWolves shall enter <n; yea, o
your own selves shall men arise. speaking per-
verce things.  'Write all this upon yourhearts,
and it will do you more good than twenty |
years study of lower things.” Here follows |,
minute directions for the conduct of the|
Preachers in visiting from house to house,
which are omitted because of their length.

The faithful servant of God then proceeds. |
Let us in every town, and wherever it is
practicable set up this method in good car-
nest, and we shall soon find why the people !
are not better, viz., “because we are not more
kuowing and more holy.”
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2 Q. Why are we not more knowing? A. |

written on parchment.

But I have no taste for reading. Contract
u tasto for it by use, or return to your trade.

But different men have different tustee.
Therefore some may read less thanothers, but
none should read less then this :—

“ The sum is, go into crery Louse in cour. e,
and teach every one therein, young and old,
if they belong to us, to be Christiansinwardly
and outwardly.”

The above is taken from Miles’ History, a
fuithful Chronological record of Methodism,
by onc of the carly Preackiers. The Histo-
rian adds, “This faithful description of the
Preachers and the people, proved o blessing.
Ior gince that timo, they have increased in
knowledge und holiness.  'What a blessing to
have a fuithful Poster!  And whata comfort
to labour amoung a people that will endure
sound doctrine!  Such was Mr. Wesley, and
such were the Methodists.”

Will our brethren in the Canadian Ministry
permit us to ask, who amobgst them will
strive for the mantle of Elijah, and obtain a
double portion ot his spirit? Who among
them will at once adopt the plan of visiting
from house to house, ou the model set be-
fore themr Dy their venerable Father in the
Gospel?  We say, on his model, for we have
little hope of success if this is disregarded.

The foregoing extractfrom ancient minutes
of Conference might bave been extended. 1f
these very prufituble reminiscences of Me-
thodism should prove acceptable to our read-
crs they will be 1epeated.

THE REV. E. RYERSON AND
TOLITICS.

In the commencement of the present un-
dertaking, we find it necessary to give all the
documents which have, in varions portions of,
the Proviucial Press, been lnid before the
public, on the subject of the Rov. Egerton

Because we are idle, we furget the very fint | Ryenson's pulilic interfercuce in defence of
rule, * Be diligent, never be unemployed a | one side of the great coititativnal dispute
moment. Never be triflingly employed., with which the couni, has been agitated.
Never while away time ; neither spending , Qur object, in su . g, istu place befure tho
more time at any place than is strictly neces- , readers of the Tesl yan Methodist the whole
sulject in histurical order, ss it affects the
olject for which this journal is published. It
is necessary to say, that we only refer to them
fur this purpose, and not with a view of ex-
pressing any opinion, or drawing attention to
theiv political character.

‘We shall not enter into political questions
on any account, but it was thought impossible
to make out a clear case, without inserting

sary.”
I fear there isoltogether a fault in this wmat- |
ter, and that few of us are clear.  Which of |
you spends as mony hours a day in Gad s|
work, as you formerly did w man’s work 1
We talk, talk or read history or what comes |
next w hand  We must, absolutely must.
cure thisevil or give up the whole work.

But how? TRead the most useful books, them.
ond that regularly and constantly. Steadily |y, 150 premise, with reference to these
spend oll the morning in this employ. or at! . yLications, that inasmch as partics on oue
least five hoursin twenty four. side of the present controversy, have made

But I read enly the Bible. Then you  stztemeuts as facts, which are contradicted by
ought to teach others to read-unly the Bible, ; the other side; and, these, offer their denial
and by paiity of reason to bear only the «f thase alledged facts. in langusge consides:
Bible. Duiif so, you need preach no more, { ed to be unbecoming the station and cffice of




