
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

rith us, and were it not for our iiihereut iînmunity or resÎstance to
ihem, our existence would bie a short onie.

It is also, granted that small but constant doses of toxin tend to
*reak down immunity, white large doses as in tlic acnte diseases like
,yphoid. pneumonîa, etc., tend to produce irnuunity, and it is by sneli
ý1ort. ont nature s part that health is finally restored.

Thte infections observed, as having relation to these rheuinatic con-
itons, are essentially chronie, and eau often bie demoônstrated to have
)een present for years previous to the onset of their systenîc expres-
àuin, iii the way of an arthritis or so-called rheuinatisin,

Further, titis systeniie expression of a local disease, may frgquently
>ectàr following an injury, exposure to cold or wet, or, in fact1, aniy cir-
-uimatanee whichl tendt(s to suddenly lower tlie generaizl resistance of the

oy.Consequently, thle tributary cause often receives Ilhe Mlle, while
lie underlying, and ever present, original cause is overlooked.

As indicated the infective foci may be varied, but attenionim w-il
te directed especially to nîouth infection. 0f these we will consider:

infections resulting fromn
(A) Tceth proper,

(l1) Caries of teeth,
(2) Buricd moots,
(3) Crowned teeth,
(4) Bridges.

(B) Gum and alveolar pr'oce8ses,
(1) 1>yorrhoea.
(2) Alveolar o8teo-myelitis

in caries of the teeth, not infrequently, the pulp becomes infected,
miet, fiais may ' lie considered the rule where xnuch destruction exists.

nd thé, failiar gumnboil is a common expression of this condition
reethe infectionj is sufficiently aeute to maike lits way' through the
,lelr process. Where infection is less virulent, the subject of sueh

1 odtion may flot be so fortunate, as Il shall endeav-(r to demon-
trt.Quite frequently instead of finding ai) exit thr1ouigh thle alveolar
,oma chronie abaeas is harbored at the hase of the tooth, and thtis
rtutsubjective symptoms of its presence.

~To show further this tendency to, chrohie abscess formation in bony
trutursand their existence over a period of years with very slight

yfnpomsFig. 1 illustrates an abscess in the tibia of a girl 17 years
Id, hichhad been present for four years, but not until then were

yiatnssuffleîently aente to, demand trcatment. At operation the
,nrioed gave pure culture of straphylococcus aibus. In two other

atetsmiular conditions in boues of the foot and leg observed within
yerwoiu1d show that; they naay not be considered entirely a rarity.


