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A i-edical inan, as an ordinary witness, inay be asked as to the
condition hie found matters in, when caUled. as a witness, thsxt would bo
the comi-non question, but ivhei hoe is askced, describing this condition:
"floctor, is that condition dangerous to life" thon lie is called upon to
express an opinion.

Now, evidence wust ho relevant, and there 1 qluarrel occasqionially
wit. the doctors, because tley somnetimes travel out of the reguïar track,
they go abroad. It mnust relate to the facts iu controversy; it must tend
to prove, or disaprove, or explain them, and it must meet the requirenients
of the law both as to its fori-u and as to its authienticity.

As to its forin, there are several forms in which such evidence may be
givon. It may be given in the shape of an opinion, or it may be given
in the shape of a statement, setting forth the taking of a dying declar-
ation. The latter, hoNvever, lias to follow the forms of la-w and, of course,
to be sanctioned by an oath.

The question of the admissibility of testimony is for the Judge, the
question of the weight to be attached to the evidence is for the jury.

There is another sub-division of evidence, soiùýewliat cognate.
Evidence is either direct or indirect. Direct or positive evidence is not
aided by any presumption or inference, while indirect evidence may ho
proof o? collatoral facts believed to have a connection with. the principal

fact to ho proved. Or again, it may corne into the region o? expert
testiirnony, that is an inference reasoned out fromn the knowledge and

the ultimate fact which is sought. either exists or does not exist.
Now, w'ise as non-professional people may bo, they are not qualifled in

a great many cases to draw or makce inferences, and that is why, on the
ground rather of necessity than on any other legal ground, so-callod
opinion evidence is tolerated as part of the process of arrivink at a
conclusion. The ordinary conclusions have usually to ho arrived at £ront
definite facts, but owing to the variety and multiple formns of our civil-
ization, the importance of the arts and sciences, the mnysteries which are
investigated by the medical profession, and in sorne of the art's and
sciences such knowledge being limited to a srnall class, it lias become
necessary, in many investigations, in order to get at the root of the
inatter, to permit or allow, not evidence of the facts, but skilled persons
to tell us what the proper inferences should bo from. the givon facts, and
in that way hias grown up this system o? calling experts in rnany cases
to assist the court in arriving at a proper and just conclusion.

A very familiar instance will illustrate: Take a case (I1 think it le
cited in one of your text books on jurisprudence); suppose that a child


