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less perfectly cleaned, much bettar _cleaned than is commonly
the case in this country, an asphalt pavement is very apt to be
a disagreeable dusty pavement on a windy day in summer.
This, indeed, is one of 1its greatest fanlts from a sanitary stand-
point. Toronto has the repufation of being a clean city, with a
well-organized street department ; yet even under these favor-
able conditions, a walk or drive down Yonge Strect on a warm,
windy day is a very trying experiencg. The smooth, hot
surface quickly dries any matter falling upon it, a wheel passing
over this dry substance grinds it to powder, and the result is
that clouds of dust find their way into the eyes, nose, mouth,
throat and lungs of pedestrians., Business men in their offices
are not safe from its attack, as it drifts in through the open
windows. The dust imbeds itself in clothing, fastens itself on
articles of food exposed in the shops, to be eaten finally by the
purchaser. One case came to my notice in which a consump-
tive patient was ordered by his physician to leave one of the
best residence streets of Toronto, beecause of the dust which
came from the asphalted roadway. These streets are swept by
machines, and are hand-swept by a corps of city employees, but
are not, to my knowledge, flushed as are similar pavements in
London and Paris. Flushing is the only method whereby
asphalt can be freed from this unsanitary dustiness, butin addi-
tion to being expensive and hurtful to the asphalt, such a pro-
posal will doubtless meet the disapprobation of the eagineer in
charge of sewers. The dust, however, is not a defect of the
pavement so much as it is a fanlt in the method of cleaning.
Asphalt hus, nevertheless, the disadvantage of being a very hot
pavement. Its smooth surface reflecting back the heat and
light, is produetive at times of sun-séroke, and the glare is fre-
quently painful to the eyes. This is most noticeable in closely
built business seetions where there is least circulation of air,
where the sun beats down between high brick walls; and is not
so objectionable on a shady residential street with houses well
apart. Vitrified brick snd stone block pavements are neither
so dusty nor hot as asphalt since the surfaces ave less smooth
and assist in retaining in the joints the finer particles of dust.
Sprinkling, too,is in a greater measure effective in subduing dust
on brick or stone block than on asphalt, from the hot, smooth
surface of which moisture evaporates rapidly. A macadam
pavement is dusty if not properly treated, but if scraped and
swept as are other pavements, the dust can be largely subdued
by sprinkling.”

Then, turning from features of pavements which are vio-
lations of sanitary conditions when viewed from a chemieal
and bacteriological standpoint, there comes a matter of sani-
tation that is too constantly overlooked—the want of thought
practically for the abused .iervous system.



