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Vital statistics are of exceeding moment. Not only

are we cnabled, by them, to trace the progiess of} <

diseases, in their increase and decline, and in their
connection with prevailing atmospheric changes, but
we are enabled to point out by them what diseases are
the most endemic ; and if these are dependent on local
causes, they naturally suggest measures whereby the
“evils, thus incurred, may be removed, or at least miti-
gated. But the beneficial results which flow from them
stop not here.  The ratio of mortality and expectancy
at the different epochs of life being clearly developed,
the rates of life assurance—a circumstance in which a
. provident public is immediately interested—are placed
“on a safe and equitable basis, because founded on posi-
: tive data, and not on the speculative ideas furnished by
‘erroneous comparison with like statistics in other cities
- or countries.

The firat bill of mortality for this city, was published
in the British American Journal for December, 1845.
It was the result of a by-law of the City Council, pro-
viding for weekly returns of deaths in this city, with ‘an
enumeration of the diseases. - In consequence of the
mode adopted to obtain the names of the diseases from
which, the fatal issue proceeded, namely, from the
friends of the deceased, the diseases are recorded most
indccurately, except in the instance of the most promi-
nent affections ; and even on these implicit reliance
fcannot be placed, as far as regards accuraey of spe-
clﬁc nomenclature. They will be - found . valuable,
however, for many purposes; "and one result—not the
ieast 1mportant-——so far as the returns of one year may
: bsprve lhe end, is e\:hlblted that the chief mortality is
me| et wnth below, the age of five years, or ten ycars.
he source of i inaccuracy to which allusion has been
ade, is now, remedxed as far as pomble, by causing
henames of the dxseases to be returned by the physi.
"5: in cases which lmve been professxonally attended.
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It will be observed, on referring to this tablé, that the
month of greatest mortality was January; that the

month ranking next in numbers was June; and that the. .

monthly period characterized by the least mortality
was October. The urjusua}iy high rate ‘of mortality
which the month of January presents appears to have
been mainly dependant on an epidemic of measles,
which, if we base our judgment on the totality of deaths
recorded under that head, was a remarkably fatal one.

The number of deaths from thet cause, alone, in De- -

cember, 184') reached as high as 137 out of 270—the

whole number recorded that month, or more than one.

half.. The epidemic was then at its height, gradually

subsidi‘rig, as denoted by a diminishing mortality until -
June, when it again increased, and finally fell off accord- .

ing to the following scale, until September, when .it -

ceased : 97, 39, 23, 13, 12,24, 19,5. . During the yeary

237 deaths are noted, ‘rom that dlsease alone—25 from .
scaxlatma, and 21 from small pox. . The followmg table -

exhibits the mortality from these 'several diseases, until

the age of five years, with the general number opposite -

each momh



