
4. It is the duty of physicians, who are frequent witnesses of the
enormities committed by quackery, and the injury to health and even
destruction of life caused by the use of quack medicines, to enlighten the
public on these subjects, to expose the injuries sustained by the unwary
from the devices and pretensions of artful empirics and impostors. Phy-
sicians ought to use all the influence which they may possess, as profes-
sors iii Colleges of Pharmacy, and by exercising their option in regard to
the shops to which their prescriptions shall be sent, to discourage drug-
gists and apothecaries froin vending quack or secret medicines, or from
being in any way engaged in their manufacture and sale.

ART. II.-Obligations of thepublic tophysicians.

1. The benefits accruing to the public, directly and indirectly, from the
active and unwearied beneficence of the profession, are so numerous and
important, that physicians are justly entitled to the utmost consideration
and respect from the community. The public ought likewise to enter-
tain a just appreciation of medical qualifications; to make a proper dis-
crimination between truc science and the assumptions of ignorance and
empiricism-to afford every encouragement and facility for the acquisi-
tion of miedical education-and no longer to allow the statute-books to
exhibit the anomaly of exacting knowledge from physicians, under a
liability to heavy penalties, and of making them obnoxious to punishment
for resorting to the only means of obtaining it.


