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'e3ut lie, 3 wvhomt God raised up again, 3 eaw îîo corruption."~
Tiesoeoxaînplcs aire *sufficicuit to shiow liow muet, tile meaninz

regulate8 flic duration of comma-pauses. The comma is, ineer
more lrequently uscd to point out the grammatical divisions of a
sentence, than to indicato a rest or cessation of th,î voice,-so
niuch dtues gooti rending depend on SI and judgmeiit in iakizig
tlîuse pauses wlîich tho meaning of the sentence dictates, but
N'hich are flot înarked ici books; ticat the sooner pupils are ltuelît
to make themt, with proper (liscriminition, flie suror trnd monre
rapid will ho their progress in tlic art of rcadiîîg.

§2. Tlîo Semicolon. (;).

1. Tlîu pause at flic semnicolon is gencrally twicc as lon.- as at
the comma. liut the lengtli of the pause depends so much ot the
the iitcaning of %wlîat is read, tliat thic only guide ii slîortening or
lengthening the pause, ls a ilhorough knoitled-e of Nvlat is read.

2. Thereforo, endeavour to understand -,voit te character of flice
composition you are about Io rend, or on %vhichi you are going to
exorcise our cluse ; tho relation of the différent divisions-of sent-
tences,Ubing imynediato and dopendent, or dlistant anti littie con-
nected oither in sense or construction; the peculiar charactor of
the stylo or diction,-as being, brisk, easy, fluent or abrupt, and
the seîîo îlot changed ; or grave and solernià,-requiring, a slower
miovement oftfli voice, and pauses more prolonged.

Examples shoving te difl'erences in tho pauses indicated by
sernicolong. Let tîto figure 1 indicate the shortest, 2 the ordinary,
ani[ 3 file prolonged semnicoloît pause.

If the 1'uminarics 1 have chosen err, it la in a heavenly
region ; 1 if they wvander, it is in fields of Iight ; 1 if tliey aspire, it
la nt ail events a glorioua daring; 2 and rallier than sink with
infidelity hlot the dust, 1 arn content ta clicat inyseif w'iîh their
vision of eternity.

The wvritings of Locke, have diffused tlxroughout the eivilized
wvurld the rove of civil liberty ; 1 the spirit of toleration and charity
in religions difièrences; 1 the diseosition ta reject wvhatever is
obscure, fantastie, or hypothetical in speculation ; 1 ta reduce ver-
bal dispute ta their proper value ; i ta abandon problemas which,
admit of îîo solution;'i ta distrust whatever caunot be clearly
expressed ; *to rendor theory tlîe simple expression of factsi 2 and
ta prefer those studios wvhich, most directly contribute te tîuman
liaimess.

Nue Bible presents the idea of One Supiemoe Being, flic Creator
and Governor of aIl tlîings ; 3 a Being of unbending justice, the
rcwarder of the good, and Swift ta avengo Ihimself upon the workers
of iniquity ; 3 and One %,vite atches over and interests himself in
the concerna of mortais, the hecarer and ansverer of prayer.

Be kindly affoctioned one ta anaîher %vith brotherly love; 3 in
hioîour prcferring one aniothor; n ft ioîhful in business ; 3 fervent
ici Spirit ; 3 serving the Lord.

§ 3. The Colon ()

1. Tîte pause at a colon ls nearly as muchi pralonged as at a
period ; and the passage ending wvith it, is Io be mail wui>î a fui]
suspension of tlie voice, unless dependi.g less or more on the part
ai the sentence whili follaws it.

12. Wlicn that part of the sentence preceding the colon, is not
dependent on thint which foltovs it, thore shotild bo a total cessa-
ton of lte voice ; and the tone should indicate this independence
in meaning.

3. Observe, tchat the modulated quality of tlie voice should ho
indicative of the stop ; and the construction af the sentence and
character of the composition, should direct lîaw long flic pause
should ho. Generally is pause ls mucli longer tlîan the ordinary
stop of the comma, aind somotvwlîat longer than that, of thc somi-
colon.

Exemples.

Nay do nlot Icave me, dear mammft,
Yotur çvatch beside me, kecp,
My beart feels cold-the room's ail dlark-
Now lay me down ta slecp:
And should I Sicep ta ivake no mare,
Dear-dear mamma, good bye :
Pour nurse is kind but, oh do you
Be witiî me %whcn ïdiel

The composition, and ideas in tîtese touching verses are such,
as ta require the long pause nt the colons, accompancied with the
deep emotional tante.

"cFor by grace are ye savcd through faith ; and that flot of your-

selves : it is tho gift of Cod: îlot of %vorks, lest any manî sliould

Thiis Scripture quotation requires, froin, lis conistruction, the
pauses at the colons ta be a little shorter than in the preceding
example. wssdo n nxetd

Thims evenit %aamdnaduepcdand lus feelings on the
occasion aie %voit exprcsscd ii the followving remark, extraotedl
from bis letters :-i Sle wvas tho only wvamau i n the wvorki tlint
lovcd mei.'

The part of tlie ientence which precedes the colon in tlîis
uxample, lias is coMppletion in %vhat foilows it : tho pause, theré-
fore, rhoull flot exceeilftint of thle semicolon ; and flie toneof the
voice siîould shiow that the sense is flot complote.

These exampies are sufficient ta shiow that the pauses of colons,
like those of other points of punctuation, vary mucu iii length.
The subjeet of' pausinrg,, therofore, should ho speciaily studied 4~y
every od ucator, who wvaslies ta succeed in making fluent expres-
sive reader.s. So much, indeed, doos good reading depend oit
proper pauses, flint unless acholars boa trained ta pause %vith
reference ta tîe ieaning of wiîat they read,ful4e more than %vitil
reference to the clîaracters of punictuation, rending in our 8cîtools
wilil nover reach a very lîigh standard. C

§4. The Period ()

Sec my prcceding remarks ont the period.

§5. The Note of Interrogation (1).

liis cliaracler requires a pause about as long as tlîat of the
period-counting distinctly, one, two, three, four.-I wvould eaîl
tlîis the long interrogative pause : very offt lis pause la as shoi.
as tlîat of the comma. Wliien queetions are foilowed by ansvers,
the intervenirrg paýz8e çornetimes is l1111e more 17kan percepi ble;
and flot unfrequeàtly it la considerably prolonged.-The tornes
peculiar ta this point are varions. Somcetimces thoy are Shîarp, bold
and commanding ; 6ometimes, 6oft, nervous, and liesiiating; some-
times they are indicative of doubt, as if no answer were expected ;
and howv many are put, flot for answer, but te command or direct
the attention ?

Perhapa no point requires se great a variety of forne, or peouliar
quality of sound, as, the note of interrogation. The few following
examples wvili farther illustrate Nwhat I have stated.

Examples.

Wlioro is Drury Luneo? There, Sir. (Pause the slîortest. Tone
tendI and firm.)

WViat can 1 give y ou for your continueit kindncess ?-Yoir grat-
itucle is over pay. (Pause short. Tone of the answer low and flrm).

Blave yen heard the news ?-Why flot answer me ?-Pardon me.
Tho- îîews, I heard ; antI it deeply me concernas. (Pauses long.
Tones of answver low, and characterized by.earnestîîess.) 0

Whien a number of questions foilows in succession, aad they
relate ta the samne thing or subjeot, the pauses between theni are
generally short. Their uluration, liowever, depends on the nature
of the subjeet.

Examples.

Whiere is ail tits tu end ? Is the increase of titis a!ready eîiormout,
city ta be limitiess? Are the wvealth, power, and population of titis
aile spot ta go on tilt flritain becomes London, and London but
another naine for aIt Great Britain ? (Pauses alîoit,-voice te lie
kort up,-tonce continuons, clear, distinct and firm.)

NVho would go backwards -now? Who wvould stand stili ? Whîo
would nlot face perils on the wvay ta the regions of eternal day ?
Are is bright inhabitants wvith heurts gloiing with love flot inviting
us ? The triais of life are flot wortiiy ta ýe compared wvith the
glre hr ob osrvae.(asslntn hs fld
ciened hope,-strong, steady and firm.)

Mlien two, or more questions succeed each other, tue pauses
after the questions are flot aiways ta be equally proionged.

Ex. Wiiat Nvent ye ont inta tue wvilderness ta se? A reed sîaken
wvith the ivind ?-But whîat wvent ye ont for ho see ? A man clothcd
in soft raiment?-Bieliold, iliey that wvear soft ciothiîîg are ii
kings' liouses.0

Ini this example the pause aftor the second anctfourilt question
shoutd bo longer thian after tue other questions.

Questions put ta command attention, generally require a pro-
Ion ed pause.

È.la it possible that yon do flot medîtate on eternity anti
ir.finity as subjects in wvhich you have the highest interest ?-Tîo


