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Fior this God led Ris people to sce and feel their debt to a dying world,
For this Ro opened wide the doors, led to the organization of societies;
,whose network of effort shonld, encompass the globe; for this lie
led disciples to give money and offer themnselves ; for this le
brought woman to the front, gave a spirit of prayer and mailifested tUc,
essential. unity oi ail true disciples. And il now, iwith ail these en.
couragements and helps, we do not go up and possess the land and driîe
out the sons of Anak, it will be the most faithless and cowardly apostaci
of the ages! 1 Nev~er came the %yords of the inspired apostle with raore
force to the church: ",See tlien that yeivalk circumspectly, fot as fo.,,
but as wise, b' .yiing up opportunity, because the days are evil 1 Whcre.
fore, be ye noýU uinwise, but understanding wvhat the 'will of the Lord
is, and be not dru:ik ivith wine, wherein ; is excess, but be filled ivith
the Spirit." Eph. Y. 15-18.

Another impression most profoundly made by this Confexence is the
necessity for a positive, agyressive type qf Ghristiaib fa-iti and life.
The gospel needs no0 defense-if it does, the best apologeties are fou'nd
in energetics. To use the spade and throw up defenses m-ay be vell
enougli for those whose principal thought is to put up a barrier and
a rampart betw'een themselves and the foc. But whienever an enemy
eau put the opposing army on the defensive au immense advantage 1s
gained. The only hope of successful warfare is to carry the war into
the enemy's country-give him. all ho eau do to take care of hiniscit, 1
press him to the -%alI, divide Ilis forces, giving him no0 Qhance te com-~
bine and concentrate ; compel him. to garrison every imperiled point,
not knowing where next you are about to strike. God neyer meantj
that Ris troops shoui 'c busy themselves throwing up intrenchnents and
hiding behind defenses. To attempt to defend the Bible is ý. confes- .
sion or concession of its weakness, or rather our own. Christiac mis-
sions have sliown that the gospel needs no defense. It is the poiicr of
God unto salvation, and the wisdom of God, too. Ail we have to do
is to let philosophy, speculation, doubtful hypotheses alone, and
simply, persistently, faithfully, lovingly, positively preach Christ, and f
the gospel will assert its oiwn authority and vindicate its own dîvýnitî.
There is such a thing as obscuring its glory even by the smoke et tio
incense of Dur own praises. Thero was one paper read on the ivork in
the Fiji Islands; it occupieil but twenty minutes, yet that twentî
minutes, packed full of simple facts, carried conviction let te be pro.-
duced by a hiaîf a day's subtle reasoùiIîg. T he logic of events is thef
demonstration of the Spirit. The world, may dispute the conclusionsr
of argument : the keen edge of the metaphysician's sword often only
whets the edge of his antagronists. But thiere are wonders of God's
power that compel even Charles Darwin to say, with Pharaoh's nngi f
cians, Il Ttis is tue finger of God."- Those facts, modern missions
mnust multiply and spread. beforo the people. WVe need uot yoke Our


