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THE LORD'S WORK IN SPAIN..
BY Rl 7. J. P. WIGSTONE, MISSIONARY, LINARES, SPAIN,

Just of late T am up from Andalusia, where my present work is visiting
other brethren—two of whom studied in the Pastor’s Cellege, London-—and
scenes of years ago have been recalled by what is occurring here now. For
instance, I lately accompanied a brother missionary to a neighboring town
to bury a child. The priests and the authorities appeared at the house
where the dead lay, and against the father’s will forcibly carried the body
away and buried it in the Roman Catholic cemetery. Another brother was
called to visit one of the converts in 8 dying state. He had only just
reached the house when the priest made his appearance, alleging that he
had also been called. He had a number of witnesses. The house filled
with people, as is often enough the case here under similar circumstances.
The priest raged and stormed and held up his fist in the face of the evan-
gelical pastor. The sick Christian woman, hearing the dispute about who
had been called, cried out : *“ Silence, all ! T wish to make a public con-
fession.”” (Herc the priest smiled, and approached graciously at the last
word.) ‘T am trusting only to Christ for salvation throngh His death on
the cross ; and if I die I want to be buried in the evangelical cemetery.”
The witnesses of the priest told him they were needed no longer, and went
out. What did the priest do? He went and lodged a complaint with the
mayor that he had been called to attend this dying woman, and that the
evangelical pastor had threatened him and bindered him in his duty. The
priest’s witnesses deposed that the woman declared publicly she didn’t want
the priest but the pastor, and that the priest had threatened the pastor
and not the pastor the priest. The mayor took doctors with him and
satisfied himself that the witnesses spoke the truth, the dying woman
being still able to say she wished nothing to do with Rome.

A third friend has had his meeting-place shut up by order of the Gov-
ernor of Cornnna. The English ambassador has been communicated
with. This is a case of trying to show by law that the door of the meet-~
ing-place must be kept shut at Santa Eugenis, when no such thing is done
in any other part of Spain, nor has been done during the last twenty years !
These are matters of the present time, and make the past matters along
the northwest coast of Spain new to me ; and I will speak about the com-
mencement of the Gospel in thesg parts.

The first meeting in Galicia was commenced by the ““ pastor’” before
mentioned and myself in the year 1875 in Corunna. After 2 month’s
search we got & meeting-place, and went to the governor of the province.

““ Your Excellency,”” we said to him, ‘“ we are going to begin the
preaching of the Gospel at Puerta de Arriba on Sunday night at six
o’clock.”

‘¢ Who gave you leave to do that ¥ replied his Excellency-



