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—Archdeacon Moule writes, as quoted in the Spirit of Missions:
¢ Twenty-nine yeavs havs passed since I arrived in Shanghai, and my
acquaintance with the country and the people makes me wonder less and
less at the title given to China by the Chinese—the Glorious or Brilliant
Land. China is often called the Flowery Land. This is not exactly a mis-
nomer, for the hills and plains of China are fair and fragrant with both
wild and garden flowers. The chrysanthemum and the peony ; the ol
JSragrans (changing for a few short weelks the air, heavy with the evil odors
of carth, into the sweetness of Eden) ; the azalea, red and yellow, cover-
ing the hills for thousands of miles ; the sheets of wild but almost scentles,
white and bluc and red violets carpeting the banks of river and canal—ul]
these belong to China ; but they are not sufficient to give her the distine-
tive name of the Flowery Land ; for European wild flowers are swecter
and fairer than those of China, and the Himalayas are more bowery and
beautiful than Chinese hills. Her true name is, rather, the Glorious Land ;
the same word in Chinese meaning both flowery and glorious. And gloriou.
the land is, indeed, with its wide boundaries and enormous area, The
region of Western China alone, that magnificent new world now fast open-
ing to exploration and commerce, a region comprising the three provinces
of Szchuen, Yunnan, and Kweichow, is larger by 20,000 square miles than
Great Britain, Ireland, and France, and contains 80,000,000 inhabitants,
The gigantic uplands of Thibet, from which the rivers Brahmaputra, Irra-
waddy, Mekong, Seluen, and Yangtse all take their rise, own China’s
supremacy ; and the ¢ roof of the world ’ in Nepaul is in theory, at any
rate, under China’s jurisdiction. Her outer rim is as long in mileage as
the overland route from North China to England.”

—The Manchu Christians say of their late missionary, Mr. Gilmonr,
that he fulfilled all the eight beatitudes, and enjoyed the blessedness be-
longing to them.

—*“The charge of the New York Times, that missionaries have fre-
quently been the aggressors in controversies that have arisen, cannot, in
our judgment, be supported by the facts as developed by judicial investiga:
tion.”’— Chinese Recorder.

MISCELLANEOUS.

—Nackrichten aus dem Morgenlande has a report from the German Hos-
pital in Constantinople, in which tke good sisters express the great satis-
faction they had enjoyed in receiving a visit from their empress.  Augusta
Victoria is known to be deeply interested in all works of Christian cvangel-
ization and benevolence.

—The Rev. A. H. Kelk, of Jerusalem, in reference to the statement
that the latter rains are recommencing, says that they have never ceased.
The average rainfall, however, which up to 1881 was 22 inches, has since
then risen to 28 inches. So that if the chosen people are to be bronght
back God scems to be making the way ready for them.

—* The fourth annual report of the Medical Mission and Orphans’ Hezie
at Scutari, Constantinople, conducted by Dr. and Mrs. Alexandrian, states
that during the year about six thousand of all ages have attended at the
dispensary, and over three hundred have Leen waited on at their homes.
Jews and Mohammedans, Armenians and Grecks*were among those whe
came under instruction and care.  Dr. Alexandrian continues to realize the
great power of kindness in commending the Gospel. e writes : ¢ True
kindness, through Christian hands, is powerful enough to open the



