
EDIToItIAL NOTES ON CURiLENT TOPICS.

the papal, lîcattîcu atad Mliitehin popula.
Coen abroad for ample iusefnilless if couasu-
-crateit te God's Wicrl. The t'Wionis cf the
Orient are avakh-ig te the supericrity of
Occidental civilization. Tltey aire beginnuingt
to detlatiti the itntrodutction of the itniprove-
nients and inv'entionis of the tttost Clhristian
peoffles, alla Consequietitiy tilt ktxowieige
gainied in our sehools cati bc utilized iu con.
itectioti %vith mission work abroad. Dr. lain-
lin, whien in Turkey, %vas knlown as the inan
of a hundred tradî's, and it is snirprising ltow
his versatile genius attd varied knowlIedge
found scope for exercise.

1). Teachiers are in great demanui, and of ail
kinds, axai ei'erywhere. Japati offers to sup.
port thetît wlîile leartîiug the lanuage if tltey
wviil coule alli aid in the Nvork cf education.
Africit taeeds nothing more tc-day tihan Chris-
tiani scitools to traint np a tîew geuieration frotta
lier mtillionis of little ciîhitett. Tîte colleges
.and uttiiersities of Japan attd Ittdia effet'
-chtairs to %vell-furttislîed teacliers.

10. Thte Y. M. C. A. is spreadiag ail over the
wvorld. Tiiere are now fornieduitpwards of
4,00 associations, atad of tiiese 1,000 are in
papxal latnds. and neairly M0 it 11ohaintedan
-atnd licatîtei coutîtrie-s. Thiere are 21 ita Ixîdia
.attd Ceyioxt, 12 ita Tîtrkey. 6 iti Syrie., 12 iii
Africa, 5 iii Chita, 7 iu Persia atid 200 iii
lapait. Tîtere axe goixtg te i>e opetîings lu
every quarter for the younig mnen wiîo have a
fitttess for secretaries axaI cvauageiists in cota-
nectiott with these associationts. rThe saine
-conuditions seexi likeiy to prevail witlîin
twettty-iIve years in China, itidia. Japau,
Roriea,. Africa, as iti Neiw York, city, for aggres-

ýsive Chtristian wtork.
Il. There are pienty of unoccupied fIeîds.

Districts 5W0 miles square in Africa, China,
-etc., without ottenlissioxaary. Soute cotintries,
likeArabiaai (Thtibet, lîaveyettobhoeutcredl.
Latigtxages differ !i difflluty of acquisition.
Trhe Chitiese is prohabiy the nxost difficuit, ou
thie whlole te master; the langliages of Soutth-
-etn E urope te eusiest. 'Missirinaries have a
legai pertait te enter iaaost couxitries, but !i
sotie cses~ tîte law is notaàdeqîtate protection,
vet beitag etxforced or restraining thte popular
prejudices. Yet in China, Japan, India,
Persia, Tci'kcy, Syria, Africa, thte lire ef a
prudent tnissionary is ordinarily safe.

12-. 'Thi list of useful books for candidates
for te inissiou fleld Le, very large. Sc te
bibiiograph3' of te recent conference in
L.oudon, whiclt fs te naost comnplete list of
iiiissionary library ever puhiisied. But the
readitag oîtglit largeiy to bcdeteranined hy te
fild cliosen. One slaouid have a generai Muea

-of te whole fild and the lîistory of missions,
-mand tîtex study the partictilar field wt'lere lais
lahor lis liluely 10 o e ast. For cxyampie, if oe
lis likely to go to TMirkey, Sucli volumnes as Dr.

<od ll' «Forty Veaurs iti the Ttirki.çh
Emtpirec " andi Dr. lianiliias 14 Atnotî tii

Tutrks" are ixavalîtaile. Otte%%wotitllilaat'îly go
to Southerti Africît %vitlioit rcaditig Living-
stonte îîîd Moitit; or to Chiinatwitliottt retiditig
S. WNelis Wiliiains aaad Doolittie. 1t. N. Utist
lias writtet ianost vaîluahie %vorks oti phlticogy,
etc.; Dr. George Smnitî oit tue Il Iistory cf
Missions " na te biographt3 cf tiitietat nite
like Duff tatd Wilsott attd Carey.

13. As te fields. Every part cf Inilia lias iLs
attractionts aîîd obst4icles. The soutiterît part
las beeti iteat fruitfulin ha îissiettary latter;
btat te atorulerti lias protxably te strcîîgest
eleintts cf popîtiar cliartîcter, axai ulie
tlicrottglly evattgelized, NviIl exercise maîcre
powei tho Cliristian chut-cli. Moe questiona
very iiitcel wlictltet' iL b l>e ct te select flelds
accorditîg to tue comaataive aittr'actiotns aîad
promise. '%e grow nmore amîd more into te
utiaitet-able convictici thaitcompi)Mative desti-
tuatioun is tlie oîîly law ef choice. Fields thtat
we regtu-d îîost liopefîti God naay sec te he
inest hopeiess tand ceaitrariwise. IMary Lyons
îtsed te say to lier pîtpils: "If you wvoukt
serve God inaost sîtccessfu'lly be prepared te go
%vltere ito eue cisc mivill." That deserves te bc

-engigrard as tue nieLLe oaf a consecrated lite.
Thte mxacst lîeroic miissionaries have been tlte
mten axai %ctaien who ivent te tîtose naost
haoîeiessly lest to God withtout te Gospel.

14. Tue expeitses ef a îuarrled couple are
geîaeraiiy leais tuait tose cf two separate par.
Lies, abroad as at houle. We believe tiiat te
quxestion wlietler cite sliould go inartied or
sinîgle aaîust buc settled in eachi itîdividual case.
Thiere is ccrtaialy rooxît for titousaida cf
sitngle womext; atid as for mon, it dependai
largely oaa the field and the character of the
-î'ork. If thie ork ho largelyitineraryawife
and farniiy %v'oîtd bc an itteunibrance; if tLite
conaditiona cf societ3' is ver3' uaxsettled, as it
%v-as lu the South Sealsslands fitty years age, a
mnan wottld best go single. But wltea a mis-
sionary setties down te a local work, auaottg
essentially te saînepeeple, thie taniily relation
is a vast lîellp, not to latin ouly, but te ltis work,
as showing what Claristianity caui do for the
lîouselîold. A. T. P.

Monster projects are îîow nuaturiug
to bring the wluole world into neighl.
borhood. The publie niind is startled
to hlear of the practical annihilation of
ail barriers to nîational coînnunica-
tion.

Witness the new survey now ini pro-
grss to lay eut a route for a railway
throughi Alaska, across Behiring Strait
by a colossal bridge fifty miles long,
divitled ini tw'ain at the Diornedo
Islands, and 65o southwest tlirougil
Sibeu'ia, the CiseEnmpire, Indiaxi

Aînite Isti tuas of Silez, tuie MNoroc-

[Dec.


