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THE PRINCII>LE OF CHRlISTIAN MýIf3SIONS.*
By A. J. F. BEIIRENDs, D.D., BROOKLY.N, N. Y.

LThIs condensed and vigorous argument on the Philoisophy of MIsSiion9 we reproduce froni
the llorniiletic Revicnv (June, Iffl), wvith the cotisent of its esteenied autior, who ln a note to
the edltors klndilysays : IlYuur new venture in missionary literature pleases nme vory nmueil.
We îîecd just such an ecumenical missionary magazite."'-EDs.]

ll:" t7 ten tliat are strongl ought Io bear the iinfir»iffies of thte qvca/-, and
ilot to picase orev. Lpt crcry one of usplcase his neighbor .tfor his
good Io edification. For eeun C7iiit plcased net im.d.R xv: 143J.

TirESE words outîjue the philosophy of Christian. missions. There is
-n "1ought tl liere, l)efore whose iniperative even Christ bowed, an obli-
gation transcending, al1 positive statutes, essentially divine. Thiero is
reasonableness liere, for the obligation lias regard to, the neighblor's
good. Tho encrgy thus exorted is, by implication, effective, inasmucli
as Christ Ilimsclf leads the waIy ini its exercise. Yet is it efficient with-
ont overriding personal responsibility, for the eund is edification, up-
building personal. chiaracter.

i. Here, tiieni, is the obligation of the Chiurcli to evangelîze the worl:
the spocific commission, so Ol ten quoteci and expounded, is oiily the ap-
plication of a universal prino. iple antedating and underlying, it-theo
strong ouglit to bear the infirmities of the weak. The obligation meets
us only w-heui moral life appears; but there it is of primary aud abso-
luto authorit. Gre-at prominence is given, in. some departments of
modern science, to whiat is callcJ the. striiggçle for existence"1 and the
consequent 1 surviva.l of the fittest. ' Nature is regarded as a great
battle-field, where the wvarfare is fierce. merciless and incessanit; where,
strength is invested with the righit and the certainty of sovereignty.
And it lias been claimcd by not a few that chis Iaw of nature is lio less-
supreme in human life and history. The strong are entitlud, to rule,
and before thieir behiests the wcak are to be diimb. WVe canniiiot, liow-
ever, quite, make up our îninds that personal force is entitleu ~o mile. IV
secms to us that the i'orld needs wise men and good men, even more
than strong mon. We do not dospise greatniess, but wve foui that it
ouglit to he, the hiandmaid of reason and of righiteousness. Our ni-tive
intuitions thorefore teacli us that, wlîatever may be truc in the realm. of
-nature, whoere moral law is not operative, in human life strength is sec-
ondary anJ subordinato. It bias no title to, sovereignty, except in so -far
as sovereignity is sccurcd iii obodience to -what, is reaýsoniable atuiJ riglit-
and that is simply reaffirningi the apostlo's thouglit that strength is
under the obligation of ser~vice. Our pre-eminonco makoes us debtors
to the race. Our supvrioir advantages areza disgrace, and will prove a

*Preachoed at the ordination of Rev. 'Mr. Dwight as rnissionary to Western
Turkepy.

1888.]


