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And it was well that this was so. Already while a few leagnes
north of the Horn, a fierce snow storm had borne down upon lier
with its, bowling premonitions of %vhiat wvas, to conie. And before the
next four weeks w'ere over, even the best of lier new gear %vas to be
subjected to conditions that Would put the old ship'h sea-wtorthiuess
to the test, No sooner had she passed beyond the lee of Staten Is-
land and hauled up, te the \Vesterly wvind that. wvas blowing haif a
gale, than the battie royal had be-un. As the afternoonof September
first wore to a close the streaky appearance of the cloud-darkeued sky
gave promise of plenty of wind before long, and before darkness set
in the s-hip -%as relieved of lier top-gallant sails, and ail was made snug:
for the night. Ail niglit the -,vind blew streng and fresh, but it was
flot regarded as a serious storm, so the Landseer kept beating away
and vorking to windward, ani en the third day of September sighted
the Diego Ramircz, a group of isknds sonie sixty miles West of Cape
Horn.

But noiv the wviud grewv stronger. Tht sky assumned a duil lead-
en appearance. and huge masses cf scud came drifting up fromn the
West. The low mioaning of the rigging, and ther storm petrels scini-
ming the waves, were ominous of -ominùg fury- The upper topsails
had uow to, be taken in, and the flying jib -çvas secured. As the gale
grew wilder, the %vretchedues-9 of the situation was increased by the
ramn aud sleet %vhich came driving past in an almost horizontal direc-
tion ; while the darkness of the long antarctic réight which was, now
izoining on, lent additional glooin. The 'worst, hoivever, was not yet.
'llie rising gale piled up the waves before it. Huge green seas with-
foiiuning caps mnadly ruslhed and trampled on one another in their
seeniing eagerness to enguli the ship. Any progress was'iinpossible.
For a while she lay to under loiver trpsalis, straining and groaning
as she plunged into the billows. 'rjut she stili had too ranch canvas.
At eight o'clock in the evening Lhe word wvas passed, s AIl bands on
deck to shorten sail. " «"1Gc*,seving the 1owver topsails, 1 and a further
attempt wvas muade to ease the ship. To goosewving a topsaiïl, the
wveather '-lewv of the sail is hauled up, and --is niuch of the sail as po,-s

sible is furled, whule tlie lee clew remnains sheeted home. ]3y this
mucans very little"sail is left exposed, thougli there still remains
enougli to keep the slip close to tl'e wind. This task wvas accora-
plished with great difficulty and no little danger. When the slip
rolled down, lier rails were filled wvith water, so that it required the
utiuost caution in passing fore and aft; lest one sliould be cauglit in
the floods wvhidh. waslied about ainidships. This fate befell the wri-
ter. Slipping on the watery deck a violent lurcli threw hini to the
rail whicli was about to go under, and hie liad only tinie to grasp a,
near-by rope, %vhem lie wças buricd in the deluge of water that poured
over. It was .,nly for minute, as the ship soon riglited, yet had it
ilot been for close-fitting oil-clothes, a very serious wvetting wvould


