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Something About a Reporter.,

To many good people the very narneof a reporter is a hissing
and a by-word. It suggests to thein a sonîewhat impertinent and en-
tire±y inquisitive person, wvith wvhom thcy desire but a slight, if any
acquaintance in this world, unless they wisli a service donte, and one
whos- friendship there wvill be littie chance of cultivating in the
next. In other words they consider hini an outsider and something
of an outcast. Partially the judgement is correct ;the reporter like
ail of the newspaper species, thoughi living in this wvorId is flot of
it. His life consîsts in watching other people live.

Somne of the joys of others lie shares, but not their holidays. A
holiday to him is only the naine for more work. As a conmpensation
lie is free fromi somne troubles that beset niany. A flurry on the stock
market, a bank's suspension of paynîent, rarely worry lim fluancial-
ly, for other people take care of his nioney and lie gets rid if thc
trouble and flic current coin at onc and the saine tinie ivlich is un-
inediately.

.He lias, thougli, troubles of bis own, niany and varied. Did he
know ail that lie should, hie inight be placed on the library shelf,
with thc titie Universal Cyclopedia, A to Z; and described as a
dheap edition, cloth bound. By inany, judged from the questions
wvhich lie is asked, lie is supposed to carry a special cablc conncctcd
-%vith his person and the scene of operations in Africa, îvith branch
lines taking in the pugilistic encounters and the polling booths at
thc clections. These things do not iiakc him vain, tbcy cither
inake hint non-conînittal in speech, or a tale-teller of doubtful vera-
city aiiù broad experience.

But these questions be thcey neyer so varicd and coniplex, inust
be ans,%çered to, the best of bis ability, even if thc answer be a declara-
tion of ignorance, because it is his business to ask questions, and lie
miust remninber the golden rule to act it. It is, however, far better
for or.e's chiaracter as an up-to-date newvspaper reporter to hazard
an answer to ecd and ail of these questions. If thc answer be
wvrong, it xnay le expiained by nientioning thc fact that a later
telegraphic: despatch dcnicd flic trutlî of the flrst, on whidh presum-
ably, the answer xvas given.

These things, wvhile not tending toward groîvtl in grace, are
very lielpful in smoothing the pathway in tlîis world. It niight le
inentioned. as an off-set to sucli ideas, thiat in ail thîls thie reporter is
working for the public Nveal. It is -%vell to sacrifice oneself, if the
nasses are to be uplifted. Did lie mîot show an intinmate knowlIedge
of aIl things, no one ivould give him news, and so tie readers of thc
paper would le the sufferers. The ethical point naiglit well le left
fer discussion in another place.

News is, of course, the great thing the reporter is after. Though
it is such a conînon thing, înany people don't know it when tley sec


