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A PRACTICAL GUIDE To ENGLISH VERSIFI- obviaus advantage of it is in the increased*
CATION ; with a Compendious Dictionary of appreciation it necessarily gives of the metrical
Rhymes ; an Examination of Classical Mea- beauties of our poets. But, besides this, we
sures, &c., &c. By Tom Hood. A New would urge that the writing of verse, as a part
and Enlarged Edition. London: John of education, cannot be too highly valued as
Hogg; Toronto. James Camipbell & Son. 'conducing to clearness of thought, conciseness
1877. Iof expression, choice of language, and powver of

building it skilfully, delicately, and, last xiot
This littie volume lias a superabundance of least, mnusically. It is liard to see wliy the

titie and sub-titles, of which, that on its cover, culti% ation of a delicate ear for language should
"Rules for Making Englsbh V'erse," best de- be deeined unimportant, especially inaconr

scribes it. The present edition is a reprint of wvhere it must be acknowvledged that there is a
IIThe $.ules of Rhymne," by the sanie author predominance of harsh voîces and inelegant
published sonîc ) ears ago by James I{ogg & speaking. To quote froin Mr. Hood's Preface.
Son ; tlie only différence that wve have been "Were English versification tauglit in our
able to detect being the addition of Bysshe's shools, I believe the boys wvould acquire a

"Rules for 'Making English V'erse," iii the ap- better understanding and appreciation of their
pendix; îvhicli contains also so 4nucli of tlie own tongue. With such a training, a lad
introductory niatter of the "Young Poet'1s would slirink from a m.spronunciatiè 1ni as hie
Guide " (oni which this treatise is founicied) as does fror .i a false quantity in Latin or Greek.
appears to the authior to contain profitable He wvould flot fali ýinto the slipsliod wvay of pro-
hints, thougli it differs somewhat fromn his viewvs. nouncing 'doing,' as if iL were speit ' don','
The restilt of aIl tliis is, duat the little book, is 'again, 'ks if 'agen,' and 'written and spoken,' as
somewhat of a patchwork, performance, of i' ivriu.un and spokun.' He would not makze
ivhich the appendix raLlier overwveights the dissyllables of words like ' fire' and ' mire,' or
body. It would have been preferable liad tlie of tlie trissyllable 'really '...The purging of
author extracted the essence of this appendix our pronuinciation wvould be of general benefit.
and merged it into bis own part of the %vork, At present it is shiftîng and uncertain,-because
especially in view of the excellence of th.at part. ,ît s neyer tauglit. .There being no standard
As it is, the first principl2-s of versification are set up, the pronuinciation of English becomes
impressed on the reader a good deal on tlie every day more and more degraded by tlie
Ccpoll*-,drrot " plan; and tlie differences of mere for ce of tIe majority of uneducated v'ulga.
opinion between the tlîree " treatises " in one, The \mericanizing of our language-which
and the sanie % ilume are less likely to aid the seemns to me a less remote and no less unde-
novice in verse than to inake lim ask iuefull)y, sirable possibility tlian ' the Americanizing of

Nv ho shall decide, %when Ldocturs disagree?" our institutions,' about whichi %e hear s0 inuch
As ive have said, the autlior's "'Rules of, -cani only be cliecked by sonie such educa-
Rliyme " are excellert. They are ivritten in a tional systemn. Surely the deterioration of our
pleasant, concise, and comnmon-sense style, ,language is not a minor lnatter, and when it
with liere and there sucli tuuclies of humour as can lie remnoved by the encouragement of verse-
are to be expected fion tIe editor of Feuz. ,writing at our schools, strictly and clearly
There are as few tecl:îicalities as possible, and ,tatiglit, it seenis astonishing tliat no effort lias
a clear explanation of sudh as are necessarily been mnade in that direction." For detailed
used. The intention of ilie bool, is adequately criticismn we have not left ourselves space;
carried out, and iLs p- -pose is deserving of and the little fault-finding which migît lie done
more synîpatliy thin .omînonly accorded it, is not enough to burden our conscience.
-tic teaching of the art of versification. The The Dictionary of Rhymcs is well arranged,
preface discli s as its object that ofbeiing "la trustiiorthy, and sufficiently exhaustive to have
liand-book for poets, or a guide to poetry. 1. ." met ail tlie tests to %Vhich wve have been able to
A poet, to paraphrase the Latin, " is created, put iL.
not manufatctured.»" But to become a vcersifler
is generally esteemed by no means desirable.
Certainly, to insist on versifying in print is not
only undesirable, but inorally repreliensible.BOK E IVD
But we fancy tînt alnoîvledge of sone of the fOK EEVD
difficulties of versification ivould servre to re-
strain the ingenuous self-confidcnce of the A IsToRy OF ENGLAND N THE EIGHTEENTi-L

"bards " of ncevspaper Il Poet':s Corners" or CE.NTury. By William Edward Ilartpole Lecky.
Nwould, at any rate, abate tlie evil tliey coinmit 2 Vols. Newv York : D. Appleton & Co.;
by infusing sonie mnetre into their m-ediocri ty. iToronto. Hart & Rawlinson. 1873.
Among persons of sound mmid, liowevr, a
knowledge of versification, accurate if not AN IDLE EXCURSION. Dly MakTwain. Toronto:
profound, is really very well worth having, Roseý-Jeford Publishing Co. 187S.
as it is by no nieans coninon. The rost


