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Tée Life and Opinions of General Sir Charles Jumnes

Napier, G. C. B Bv LiKUTRNANT GRVERAL Sin

winian Narign, G,CB. Vuls. L. aud 11 Lon.

dpn : Jubn Murray,

Tak Iife of Charles yames Napiar was éventful bes
yozd that ot most military men, and bis character tiad

in (¢ 0ot u Fw eloments of the heroic. 2l¢ was afnotle
blood, counting Henry Quatre and the grear Maiqais
of Montroso amoug his anqestors on the father’s wide,
while claimng .in with thy regal Stuarts through his
mother, Lady Sara Lonnox, by whom the Naper fam.
ily was alsu connected with other notablo nawes.  La-
dy Sara bersolt’ was reputed to have mined being s
queen Ly preferringa Brineb offi -vr to a British prince
afterwards George 111, Cliarles Napivr thun inherited
nobility, and Ly his mulilary schievemsnte andLi
force of character he added 4 lustre to it such as i1
seldom in the powur of men placed asbe wasta confer,
He was 3 soldier from his boyhood, aud gave evidence
very carly in lfoof his bong possesed of exiraordic
nary decision and courage. At sixteen ho was out
with his father acouring the country for Irnh rebels
diring tho insurrection of 1798, a year later ho enter-
ed upon activo service, ani was afterwards engaged in
the campaign which closed at Corunns, where hn was
wounded and taken priscner. Theaccount of bis cap-
ture and liberation by Blarehal Ney io astory which
bas beon aftan tofd, and 1t may only b noticed that all
tho particulare of it a0 tully given in one of the vol.
umes before us.  We way qiote a brist passage, how-
aver, descriptive of his sufferings when Inft on the bat-
teficld, tsliow how carly in his career he bad acqu-
red that fortitude in enduning paia which etrengtbened
with bis strength :—

# The fire wus out and it was dreadfally cold, yot
pain kept me from fecl.ng it ro much; and all that
loog and borrible pight aud ue=? day, dul 1lay wsb-
ing for death, and exprecting it if astray soldicr sbould
see me. There was no roof, ouly a few feet ot wall
standing, and tho following evening, about duuk, I
crawlod out, recklersof being killed or nots  Quisude
there was a Froochman cooking 5 he was a kind man
and geve me some broth, bat I could noteat o, Ie
went away, butreturned with another svldier, gnd
they made a littls more fire, rolled themselves in their
grentcoats and otber warw things, aud’ lay down.
Pain kept me wakirg; and the fire wen? out 200m.
for there was no tuel. I bad no wanteoar or diawere,
only a uniform coat and torn trousers, snd the (old
was dreadful, for it wae January and the il bigh.
An oilskin was on my hat. and I pulled it off 10 cover
my head and faco; ther pulting wmy hands on wy
mouth warmed roysoll with my breath, but could not
fie down. My feet and legs lost ali feeling, and the
wounded leg ceased to pain me oxcept when toved.
At midnight the two Fronchinen went their way, and
promised to tcll their commandant of my state; yet
the recond dreadful night passed and no one came.”

Naprer’s next service was in Portugal with the Duke
who was an early acquaintance of iha young roldier’s
family, and of whom the following interesting anecdots
19 Qiven (—

“ When young, be was an intimate friend of Lord
forskine, who was a distant relation, and being in the
same regiment with Napier, wascften exhorted, and
finally persuaded by him, to quit the army for the bar.
But a more noticeable exampfe was his carly percop-
t.on of the Duko of Wellington’s genius.  Castletown
society was then prominent in fashion snd pobtics §
Eosign Wellesley frequented it, and was generally
considered a shallow, savcy stripling.  Colonel Na-
pier thought otherwise, and after many couvorsations
tbus predicted his greatness—¢ Those wbo think hight-
1y of that lad are uawisc in their geoeration; he has
0 hira the makinps of a great gencral”  Woether this
reached the Duke's earz at the time, or that Lady
Sazah Napier's attentiou to bim, in adopting ber bus-
band’s opinion, gratiied him, or both, is vncertain ;
tut, thougb the acquainfapco soon cntirely ceased,
whonaver her sons were wounded in the Peninsula, the
Duke invariably wrote-with his despatctes a consoling
Jelter to ber.”

Tardy and ehabby promotion sent Charles Napier
to the Bermudas as Liaatenant-Colonel, and five ycars
atterwards bereceived s sobordinate appointment in
the Jonian Islaods. It ‘was here that his genius began
folly to display itself, and in his position 38 resident
a3t Cephalonia he soon distinguished bimself by his
etergy in rectifying abuecs and carrying out improves
ments. A disagreement with the Commissioner of
ske Tonjan Islauds, led, however to circumstances

.xwh. induced bim to resign his ofice, and bo retired |

into privato life. For nearly Giva vours lio tovk lutle
or no part in public affai o, In 1839 he recgivel tha
command of the forces 10 tbe northern distriet of Eng®
land, then threatened by a Chaitist rehellion, and
two years tubigr quent to that data he bhegan s In-
dian vareer. e was the o In hiepixtecth year, aml
e entered upon hie wark with anstinng but advantas
geous eircumstances.  Dur truops bad been cut to
pleces in tho retreat from Cabul, aud Sslo was shut up
in Jollsinbad, Nopder wasinsited to draw outs plan
for the reliel of the latier, and the 1ede mption of Birie
tish honour in Afgbanetan.  He bad formerly sud
sl disapproverd ot the war i Alfshaaeran 2 ' ogeth-
er, but bo telt thatg o i bad been eutesced upons
nothang remasned to be dune but to carry it out with
boldness. Lo sccondingly et out lor Iwmiia with
cinpty pockets, and prosprects woch ware degierats
enwmph,  On e arrival bu atonce saw the necussity
for yrowpt &t vigorous action, 1l plans were soon
furtned, and carried into ffoct wil that datieg wner-
2y which characterued all bis wovements. The strong-
Lolds held by the enetuy 1 the dus-ris of Suinde coa.
stituted at unce a barnier to trecdom of acton aud a
terror 1o oue troopz,  Napier accordingly cawe to the
conclusion tbat these waust by taken, und b sceusde
lugly loimed the rusolution ot marching into the Lesrt
of the desert—arguing that whers wen bad gono wen
could go. Ewaun Guur,a fortress gartisuned by fuur
tiues the etrength of the torce wul whicle thn witre-
pid Guneral set out syains! it, could only bu reached
by toikowe marches through a country swarmug with
the enemy. The ollowing extract trom the journal
which Nupter kept at that time, gives comu idsa of the
naturo of the enterptisg :—

“ Qur cyes are tuil of vand, ears full of sand, noses
tull, mouiba full, and teab grinding sand!  Lugugh
tietween our clothies and okin 10 seour ths latter wito
gold-beater’s lesl, ons might us well wear a sand paper
olust. Qur ohous are o oles tromr drynese, and we
walk as it we bad yopplicd their places with eand-boxes;
our mcat iz ail sand, and o an averags every man’s
teeth have been ground down thy eighth of 2o inch,
accordang ta his appretite.”’

Ewaun Ghur, suvated m the centre of this sea of
sand, was lound to have becn svacuated.  Pante-trick-
ﬂ§l-y the boldness of the invader, its parrison had
ab%udoned it and fled precyntately.  This was the
first, and perbisps the most extraordinary of the sue-
cesses which resulted in the conguest of Scinde. Tbe
retreat of the enemy bad been cut off by an expedition
which Wellington proncunced te be ¢ oue of the most
curious wiltary feats” on record.  OF the campaign
which followed, a loug account 13 given 1 one of these
volutnes chiue ly from Sir Cbarles Napier’s journais and
correspondence. Hereisa deseniption of the batls
of DMeance, which finely tllusrates bis style of wri-
ting about bis own achievemento :—

©Wpo beat them, John, a1 Muance ; the battle was
ternble. I afterwards rode over the horrid fi:1d and
questioned my consci-nee; *1is bloud ison the Aweers,
noton me! How I escape . Heaven knows, 1do not,
We wure for thres bours «:.d a hall only ons yard
apartt, wan to mau, fesrful wlds, and 1bey fought hike
heroes.  Cuvered by their s'elds they run upon us
sword inbhand wib desperaie fury, hot dowa they
went under the usket and Layonet ; alt fousht baud
to band.”

* . . . . ®

“In the battle I rallied the 224 twice, and the 25:h
N. L three tanes, when giving way under the ternible
pressure; all the officers behaved well, but bad I left
the front one moment the day would have been lost!
wany know 1his, Had I not been tbere some other
would bave dono the 2ame ; but buing there, and ha-
ving ralhed them, to have gone to snuther point would
have lost all; for while I wai thuso no ona felt respon-
sible, no one dashed on like Teesdalo of the 25:h and
M'3lurdo, I mean those immediately about ms.  We
qught to havo gone slap over tho tank, and had the
22ad been old soldiers they would have done go: but
such young lads were amazed, they kuew nat what to
do, and the swordsmen in such masses waking at them
covered by their shields, wore very ugly! Well, it
was a fearful fipbt! I feel now frightened st my own
holdness, but baving worked my courage up to try
have baen successful. The 22d gave me three cheers
after the fight, and orve during it.  Iler Majesty bas
no honour to givo that can equal that, if indecd she’
gwes me any. I dosotwant angy, nono at least but
what awaits a victor from history. I shall ba plad
though of a medal with the officors and soldiers ; shar-
ing with them wmll be an Konour of more vaiue to me
tban any other tbat can be given.” -

o — - —— - p - r e e ———

Napior wat appointed Governor, ami all the honouts
duo 'o his position wero paid bivs 3 bat in the midst of
his succossen ho retained tho besdip muplyaty of+his
vharacter.  While arinces were laymg their swordst
at his fuet, he w=  nging to return “to livo quiety!
with my wife and mels.” ' o

‘Tt volumis befuro us giva ue the incidents of only
a port.on of Sie Charles Nanier's enrver, but thoy shed
a stronp light upon the more promingnt feature of his:
character.  And a veory noble ohwraster It was.
Steong and manly, yot tender snd off ctionate.  The
natute of thie great soldier wasat onee (it of 8 leade?
and that of a chiud—it way tora=d ol the finest and the
wost powetful elowmenta, yet 1t was cloli-i ko in ite sime
plivity, Passages i bin journals, tor, show him to kave
bean keenly sueepnbly 1o impres vns of al! kinde
Ho was supatstitiovr, butonly in the way in which a
brave wan ceuld by superstitious, and am @ all bis suc-
cenes and oxcltements by was continuilly revorting
to passages iu bis past lile, or diawing avguries of the
future,

For much that s fnterosting in these volures wer
are indebted to the flueney of exprewivn which the
eubject of them shared with other wombers of bis fami-
lv.  Hus brother, 8.r Wuliaw Nopier, thn sccomplish-
ed bisto-ian, bas however dang wuck to amplify the
biograpbical detalle, and the freshest of these refer t6
Chatles Naptet’s varly lite.  Into the Insanco of im-
prtno-ity of tewmpor, and the nnerons 111bbles which
result-d theretrom, s canuat enter at present, nor
does an incomplete wotk ('wo volumes have yot to
make their appearnnce) sfford the m-ans of forming o
just ustimate of the questions sevived aither in the
jouroalsor by thy brographer.
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THE DISQUISED IIINCHSS,
1 Kinge, xiv. 1-18, .

Tuis quict place, spart amony tho enclering billy,
is Stsdob. It wagonce the seat o! the Lord'e taber
nacle, bis aliar, and bis ark, and was then ropleta with
boly activity and solemn sounds, But since these de.
partud it bas been well nigh forsaken,and hasrolapsed
into a silent village or & smaflrural town, Yot still boly
things are here—~holy men who have found hera a sort
of reluge from tho wickedners of the time—a quiet re-
treat, favorable to yacred 5001 ories, and 1o the nous
rizhment of lioly thoughte, 4 nong thenn is Abijab,
that old propbet who rei.. L.e new clook of Jeroboam,
and promised him the largest share of 1he divided
kingdow. IHeisnow blind. U an t . wuter world,
macde foul by man’s abomtnation: tie ' xs closed his
cyus, and lives by the light that sn .. - » thin.

Now observe that wuman stealirg duwn the strees,
aud gecking the old proplet’s houre. By her guisy
she is of the peasantry, snd shy buurs a Sarket. Yet
bec gait scarcely befits her parb; snd the quick fur-
tive glance she casts around under her cosrve hood-
veil betrays some cometous concealment, rome fear of
recoguition, sume purpose she would not wuh to have
known.

This woman, mean as sho roeme, is the lndy of the
laud ; and althongh her baket contains but a few
cakes and biscuits, aud a httls honey, she might, if she
pleased, kave filled it with precious and. costly thinge.
Sha is the wifo of Jeroboam—as far as we know, bis
only mifel—thu 1 .avrof hie hew j and therefore, it
be bad & scorc of wives,the chiel of them all, ‘Tbat
beir, by nane Abijab, is alzrmingly ll; aud, as tho
instance of Jeroboaw, and impelled by motherly love,
that royal lady bas come all the way fiom Lirzab,ia
ttis disguise, that ske may learn of the propbet what is
to become of ber son i and the things in her baskes
are gil1s for the man of Gad, suiced to the condition
she has assumied.  The disguise was thought nucesssry
to conceal this visit from she people, and pantly in the
wls bope of obwuning, mn the semblance of ancther,
the desired answer, unmixed with the reproof and de-
aunciation, which Jeroboam kaow that lns conduct bad
been calculated to draw down frons tha prophet who
bad foretold his exaltation. He thus foolishly thought
to cozen the Lord, through His prophet, out of an an-
awer of peace, and slyly to evade tbo judpument hs
feared mizht be connected with it and be idly caleu
Inted that the prophat, whose view could extend into
the future, hid in tho counsals of Ged, could not ses
through a present matter wrapped up only in the thin
cover of a woman's hood. ¢ Thero was never,” says
Dr. Hall, «a wicked man who was not infatvate, and
in nothing more than in thois thinge wherein be boped
most to trazscend the roach of others.”

Al this Sne contrivance was blomn to picces the
momant the wife of Jaroboam crossed Abijah’s thresh-
o!d ; for then shd heard the voice of the blind prophes

‘Cbis great baitle comploted the conqueat of Scindo. T <-4 Como in, thou. wifo of Jerapoam ; why feignat



