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THR FKEIJEE I8LANDS.

Oun readersare not likely toses asmall publication
relative to the Missionary work of the Wesloyan Body,
called © The Woleyan Notico New.paper.” The
number for April contains somo painful accounts of tho
state of the inhabitauts of tho Feejea Tslands, from
which wo sball mako extracts. Wo trust that theso
hindrancen 1o tho division of the Diocess of New Zea-
land, which have provented the Buhop frow giving
Limself entirely to the evangelization of the Jslands of
the Pacifio, which are atill the abode of caunibalism
and cruelty, will soon bo removed. A groat responsi.
bihity hes on thoss who Jay tlioso obstacles in the way
of the work of the Cnurch, and thas binder the salva”
tion of men.

The following extract isfroma letior written by
Mr. Waterbouse,a Wesloyan Missionary tothe Feejees;
dated « Bau, August 18th, 1854,

«Tho pleasing excitement produced by the visitof
your honoured ropresentative, the Rev. Robert Young,
was soon exchanged for tho blood-chilling horrors of
cannibal Fecjee. I shail not soon forget the 28th of
December last.  Nino of their enemies wore captured
by the Bau people, four of whom were brought here
13 b eaten § whilst & young man and woman (zbo only
famale amongst the number) waro bound and brovght
alive. ‘The poor creature was abusod shamefully whilst
in the bands of hee cruel captors. On thoir arrival
her seanty dress was taken off, and she wassent ashore
in a state of perfect nudity., In the presence of a

Jarge mixed company of eager spectators she was club-
bed, and then cut up, and prepared for the oven before
Jpulsation ceased.

The sawe fate awaited the youth (about eighteen
yoars of sge), ta soon as the king had obtwined all the
information from Lim which st was supposed bie could
give. Providentially, this gave me limeto make spine
cfforts towands the saving of Lis bfe. With beaving
bosom, 1 wandered along the lanes of tins guilty eny
on that inauspicious day. No man sad, ¢ God speed
thee? The blackest looks were dirceted towards me.
I requested a Tonguese chief to aid me 5 but he saud,
¢ 1 pray thec bave meexcused” 1lle, however, sentone
of bis men to protect me. Away we went: frequent-
1y compelled to turn aside, and conceal from our sight
the operations of these human butchers. At length 3
antered the presence of the guilty monarch, wizose
beariog seemed to say, *Hast thou found me, O my
enemy * Ispeke but he interrupted me. Wiha
hellish Jook, which I could not misinterpret, be ex-
claimed. * The man caxxoT hve!' T made no reply,
but prayed in silence unto Hiw who can soften the
hardest beart. ‘The mysterious power of the Etarnal
Beiog touched tho stony Leart of this prince of canui-
bals; and ke scemed to refent.  Again did1, in 1a8ek.
ness, plead the cause of my captive fellow-mar, and
the chief fistened rather more respectfully. He even-
tuslly promised to spare the young m.%. The youth
wes then informed by the chief of the picasing change
in bis circumstances, and ordered to go and batke.
During his absence a Feejeean approacked the king
wery respectfolly, and begred bis majesty to give bim
the youcg man tokill and eat that very day. With
diabolica! eloquence did ha urge bis suit, notwithstan-
ding my presence. But theking adbered to hisprom-
e to me. The king hod never yielded in such a case
before: and 1 was encouraged to labour more iaces-
gantly. One of the bodies was laftwitlun thres yards |
of wy door for sevsral houts. 1 was compelled to
retire to Vewa for a afewdays.

Os the 4th of March, Bau was burnt by accideng,
Our house bad a parrow ewcape. Onthe 18tk we
were visited by a burricane, which destroyed vegata-
tion ard blow down many bouses. But the God of the
clements again preservad us.  Our bouso neatly gave
way ; and if it bad actoally been blown down, the na- |
tives would bave considered that sll our property was
theirs, and they would bave 1aken it.

Io April, preces of haman flesh were bung on our *
gater, and in front of the windows end doors. Sceme
of the common people threstened to kiil and est me if
1 again expostulated with them on the subject of can-
nialisz.

Dut a brighter day was dawning, and darknes was
about to be succeeded by the light of Gospe!l inflaence.
On ths 1st of June I wrots you an sccount of the pub-
lic sepuncistion of Heathenism by the chief.

Qar congregation increases weekly. Tpwards of
tAirteen hundred bavonow embraced Christianity.

We subjeic also some extracts from & letter from
Mr. Malvern, anotber Missionary of the Society; dated

(Zo be Continued.)

« Nandy, April 25, 1804, on the practice of strang’
ling widows i—

« During the fow monils we have been in Naady,
we bave Lad opportunitics too frequent of witneming
the diabolical prantice of strangling widows, » .« One
of our F.oeal Proachers came (o s, and told me that
the Heathen at Vanara, s villsge four miles away,
wero preparing to stranglo a womao. 1 trembled
when 1 heard this, for it was work to which X had not
bean accustomed § but at the same time I resolved to
3o what could ha douo to save ber. 1 and wy colloague,
Mr, Samuel Waterbouse, collectod tho most in.
fuential natives we could, and mado all possible haste
to the place. Wa cranled in through tho low door-
way, when the first object which caught our atlention
was tho dead man, 1aid out in full dress, being wrap-
ped, from bis breast downwarde, with a large quantic
ty of uative cloth ; bis face and arms wero bare, and
made thoroughly black ; altogether presenting a hore'
ribly groterquo and fiendish appearance. We inquired
for the poor wofuan. Wo found ber sitting in a
dark corner alone, painted from Lead to foot with tur,
weric, and respectably dressed. They wora bath thus
ornaméntally attired for entrance info Naicobocabo,
their imagioary place of departed apirits. Ve presen-
ted a couple of lergo whale’s teeth as an offering that
the woman might live. Toour groat joy the effering
was accepted, and she might escape daath if vho would,
But she would not be saved. We reasoned with her,
and earnestly besought her not to bo %0 foolish ; but
sho persuted in declaring that she would be strangled.
Ve saw that there was no allernative but to drag
her away ; and, presuming tbat our ofiering bad clos-
od tbe mouths and bandsof tho savages, we deter
mined to try how the ase of force would succecd. We
took bold of ber, and began ‘o pull her away ; she
Lung bark with all ber strength. . . .. Finding tbat
draggng was of no use, we prevailed upon somo of
tho stronger Christian natives to carry her off the
ground. . . . . Weo suspected thata good deal of tho
feching she wauifested waa feigned, being well aware
that her friends would te much ashawmed aod angry
«f she were domo bule, (desirous to live), and thie
very likely would bave cost ber ber Iife.  1fsbo did
not play the bypocrite, she porformed the part well
for, to make 1t appear that she really wished to die,
shie strove several times to tako hold of tbe chief lady's
head, the puuishinent of which in Feejeo isdeath.
Tho lady was aware of ber intention, but, being a
Chnstian, nobly endured it. . ... As we proceeded
onward, and had got a good distance fiom the sight
and Learing of ber friends, she begaa to improve ; ber
crying became less vebement, and she straightened
her legs. Before we got half-way to the Aission Sta-
tion, her erying ceated, and sho walked well; and by
the time we rcached the preciucts of Nasavu, the
Christian town, she walked alone, and appeared as
litle sorrowful and to desira sirangling as aoy of
us; nor could she conceal ber thankfalness for
ber great deliverance. We lodged kerin the chiel’s
house, and tbanked God for baving enabled us to
pluck this brand from the burping. But next day we
had another battle to fight forher. A greater chief
1han we had soroed (madean cffering) too, the day
before, came and demanded Ler, that she might go
and be strangled. We presented s splendid Ameri-
can axe, &0, and pleaded hard. By the belp of the
Lotd, we succeednd, . <« . Shehas embzraced Christ-
ianity ; she isalso learning toread, and we indolge
s strong hope that that religion which saved ber life
will save ber mmortal soul. She has many timesex-
pressed hertbankfoloass for our proventing her being
xtmng‘od. DRI
In many inttanceswa are nio! 20 successful.

Selections.

AN N e NSNS N SN IS

WNWMM
THE FALL OF CONSTANTIXOPLE IXTO THE HAKDI
OF THX OTTOMANS,

[The following, which wo extract from the current
Number of the Christian Remembrancer, bas & mors
than ordinary interest at the present moment, whenthe
opinion prevails that Constantinopls will agein be
Clristisn <]

Tor a Lundred and filty yearsthe -Ottomsns had
marked Constasticople for their own, and bad waited.
Long had been the waiting. Rapidly, snd in hotand
urpent baste, did the end arrive at last.  All way at
first peaca and amity between the Ottoman and <he
Greek. The Greek oven presumed to bo the first to
menszo : the grand vizier, ths friend of the Greeks,
warned them of ther madnes in ronsing ¢ o tiger be-
fors the time; but the words of Mahomes were atill
graveand coustecus.  The fimtyoar of bisseign was al
wost ovcr, and ¥etno signs wers apperent tothe Greeks

of the fate which was drawingneyr.  Butid the winter,
tbe tdings came to Constantine, that the Ottemsns pur-
poed to baild acatlo gp the Evropean shore of the
Borphoruy, atits gavroweet interval, and correspending
to one slready built in Asia:ihat the site bad been
chosn at five miles distant from Censtantinople, and
the materials coilected. Conslantine remonstrated, but
wainly. ¢ No,” said the Ottoman,* he meant notbing
againit Constantinople j—but be should bLuild on bis
own ground, for his own purposes ; and the next wes-
sanger who dared to intarfere ahiould be flayedalive I’
The announcement and the messzge revealed to Con-
atantine the greatnass of tha crisis : but not to bis peo-
ple. He would have drawn the sword, but they refu.
sed. % Amid hopo and fear, tho fear of the wise and
the hopes of the credulous, the winter volled away,”
whilo Mehomot was burning bis lime, aund felliog his
timber, and quarrying bLia stone, to be ready for tho
first day of spring. Spring came,, aud with it his busy
masous and zealous officers § and tho summor saw the
Bosphorus commanded by a new Turkish castle, bear-
ing, in its fantastio outline,® an augury and a memo-
rial of the man and tho faith, which were heaceforh
to roign along those shores. Still Alabomet spoke not
of conquest : but be pulled down churches to builid bis
towere, and the soldiers turned theiz horses into the
corn.fiolds under the walls of Constantinopls, and
slaughtered the peasants when they resisted.  And o
himy feagerly and curiously questioned the cunning
Hungarian enginecr, whom tha nigpardness of the
Greek arsenal bad driven over to the Ottemans, about
the powera of his art, and whether he could cast a can-
non whoss stroko should shatter the walls of Coustanti-
nople.  Of Constantinople or of Babylon 1” auswersd
the crafisman. His cannon was cast ; a Venetian gal-
ley, whote topsail was not lowered to Mahomet's castle,
was sunk to try its range, and the survivors from the
wreck impaled and beheaded, as an earnest of the pur-
poses for which the cannon was destined, and the mind
of its employer towards the Christians. Winter czme
on sgain—tha second winter. The foundry of the
Hungarizn enginecer was kept in full work. The bu-
gest cannon that had yet been jmepined or cast, it
sucd from hismouldsand Adrianople was terrified byts
explosion when it was tested. As the timo drew on, 3
fierce and savage impatience took possession of the ter
rible young man, who was preparircg to seize what the
preatest of bis fatbers bad vainly longed for. He pried
aith feverish and dangerous suspicions into the thoughts
and wishes of bis soldiersand minwsters. ¢ Give me
Constantinople ; that is all I require of thee,” was his
ejaculation to his grand vizier, whom be bad summon-
ed, in the 1estlessness of a sleepy night, to warn bim
not to be drawn away, as bis father and grandfatber
bad been, by the bribes of the Greeks. So the winter
passed with Mabomet in anxious excitement, butin dil-
igent and carzful proparstion. In Constautinople it
#passod, ths last winter of the Christian empire, in dul]
and sloggish expectancy of evil—-deepened by the
gloom of dismal prophecies, which were repeated more
frequently and more confidently—distorbed only by
farwous quarrels, of which religion was the watch-word
—cnlightened by scarcely a gleam of hopefulness, of
sclf-reliance, of purpose. Tho Ewmperor, in the mad*
dening extromity of his helplesmess, bad consented
once mors to the submission, which tke pride of tke
Popes was content to ezact, from those xho only gave
it in distress, and never with sincerity. The Emperce
bad consented, but not the people of Constantinople.
Ti;e Roman Union was celebrated in St. Sophis, tat
cursed in the strestsand convonta of the city. Christ
mas, and Lent, and Easter, wersspent in the bitlerness
of party war, In_ which one side avowed its preferencs
for the Moslem turbsr. ovir the Cardinal's hat. And
on the Fridsy befyes Eagter, the Moslem sppeared be-
fore thy city, to take the hoasters at their word, ard
1o still the fends of the two Churches ina cewmon des-
traction.

Christendom was cold. The Pope, inspite of the
enbmission of the Exmparor, was offended and suspicious-
In Constantinople itseli) ‘Constzntine bad made a mus-
ter of those who were willing and able Lo stand by bin
for their bomes 20d churches.  Out of that greatcily
—the number has been preserved—thsy amounted to
four thousand nine bundred and seventy-one ! Thote
who defended Constantingple were not its owa chil-
dren, butforeign merchantsand foreign adventuress.
Out of the twelva posts of consequence aronnd ity wally,
two only were held by Groeks; the other ten weie
commanded by Spanish, Italian, asd Germen ofiicerr.
s the last hoar of the Greek empire, it wae Christians

* The ousline of tha wells was mads to Imiiate the Ars°
vl letters ofthe nawme of Mohamwed, The three A, 8

round charsster in Arabic, were repraeniod by shree
towers at upequal distances,



