
1rIYiarks of ours. Yet, do we feel Éhat a xnere instances. On reading the Acts of the Apostles,
«- iterary notice" will be doin- but scant justice to you fýnd tin the xxii. chap. and I9ilh Y., tbii pan-

their merîts. Comprehiensive in their arrangein.,nt, sage - IlAnd they that wcre with me, saw, indeed,
accurate in their deta il, and not deficient in power, Élie tight, but heard not the Yotce of him that
they preserit theinselves te Élie Protestant reader- in spoke %with mr,." Then pans to the ix. chap. and
that familiar and atti active guize that so peculiarlY 7ch v. of the saine bouk, and you rend-" And the
distinguishes the productions of their author. And Lord said tinte him, arise, and go into the ciL>', anîd
white speeially designcd for the stray inembers of there it will be told thou iwhat tltou raust do-
the fold, they rnay be rend with profit b>' many a rio the men stood ainazed, hearing, indeed, a
one within its precincts who would give a reason voice, but seeing no man." Noi', here in appa.
for the faith that is in him. rently a flat contradiction iwhich would puzzle any

Premisîng that we tnay again tefer to these lec- young yeadeir of the Bible. Whai, then, does the
tures, ive content ourselves for the present with church do ? The church eays, publish the Bible
the followin- peitinent extract «- in the language of the people, but givre notes, se

"So much for the first part-sectarian intole- Éhat the young mind May net bc perplexed-ex-
rance. What shail 1 sa>' of the secord-popular plain these apparent contradictions, so that they
prejudice, which bases itself in a great measure on may flot give up) Christianity aitogether, on the
the falsehood that the Ronian Gatholic people are ground of contradictions in the sacred scriptures.
prohibited the use of the saceèd seriptures ? Now We have, then, in our Bible, a note on the passage
how often, in the course of the last wsnter, in )ec- 1 just quote'd, and sve recur to it as we would to thv.
turing upore these subjects, did 1 not insist upon iexplanator>' comment aprencded to the te.t of a
the faliacy of this assertion ? Over and oyeri cla'ssie wvriter, and we 41nd this explaration-
again do the ministers of the Catholie religion <'on- Il Tire» heard not ite -voice, that in, they distin-
tend and declare that the use of the sacred scrip- guished not the words, though they heard the
tures netger n'as forbidden-that the abuse of the voice."1 This ut once reconciles the apparent
içaered scriptures n'as and ia forbidden. And here contradic'tion. .In another place--the 5th chapter
is the great distinction. If you use 'the sacred of Romans, 20ilh v.-a Young man reading thie
.ieriptures properi>', :her are you cntidled te an in- chapter fails upon tbis text, which to him must
discriminate perusal of them. If you abuse thcrn appear ver>' contradictory*--"' Now the Ian' enter-
then it ia evident te any man of coirion sense that cd in that sin might abound."1 len the Young
the Bible should be closed against your abuse. mind pauses ou this Lext, it will naturally becomip
And this is thewire systern of te Caitbolic religiont bewildered. What ! was the lan' given in order
which bas brought upon us se much abuse ; and in Ébat we xnight commit more sin? He would pre-
the language of the author of the Acts of the Apos- sent it te bis neighbou- and f1nd bim equally be-
ttes, bas 111caused people to (bron' dust into the wildered, but t~he churcli bas foreen and providied
a;r." But it i8 qaid-"lyou will nlot allow thz for this diffrculty. The reader finds an explanato-
Bible to go into the bands of the people wittout ry note, appended to the text-, ro 1nt as if the Ian'
note and comment." Wel, we do nlot allow the jwere given on purpose that sin might abound, but
Bible to go into the bands of tlie people withouit that it s0 happened, Lhrough man'.- perversi>', ta-
note and comment, because we believe that theyl king occasion to sin more fromn the prohibition of
cannot urderstard it utiless they have an explan-a- sin." 1 merel>' adduce these texts,' with the
tion. Recoileet that there is no book more diffi- accoaxpanyirg comment, te show Yeu the character
cuit to be understood tian the sacred scriptures. of the notes, and te obow yen at the saine time the
Now, if 1 place in the bands of a youth the works propriety, ns we corceive, orf having these notes
of an ancient classic, wiriter, he inay perfectly un- and comnmenta for the expl %nation and undérotand-
derstund the wdrds-he ma>' cornprehiend the sub- ing of those othervise clifficult and obscure passa-
stance-therefore, 1 mighit argue ih is utterly unne- ges.
cessary for any chassie eniei te annex notes and IlBut is it (rue-as our enemies assert.--that the
comments to such, a work. We have notes and Catholic cbureh bas ever prcdieribed the proper
comments te the sacred scriptures on the very use of the Bible ? IVas net the Bible perinitted
sane principle. And if you take thc trouble .to te be rend b>' the people alter the reformatioit ?
enter on a dispassionate examinai ion of thie neces- Was net this the spring cf liberty in England ?
sity of sucb notes and commenta, 1 believe (bat yen Was net ibis the cause cf the discoyiýry of the
will ail, ivhether Catholies or' ot!îerwise, agreeo lterrors, superstitions, and abominations of Pope-
witb me (bat as far as an indiscripinrate perusai of ry ?1" Was it net ini censequence of this niversal
the Bible goca, it -would be proper th-& people indu!gence, that ail the heresies whieh preceded
ehould be guided b>' landmarks, as it ivere-by that event were diseovered ? It1 in ndeed gene-
notes and çoim"nta. Let me give feu a few 1 rally believed by those who hare rt-, inyestigat-d


