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i le did [lot spCak, butt stooci starirrg ctîrioîîsly, breatir-
Iesslv, ai. iis deliverers. Onie af thir hcld a larrierîr,
whrle Iris comrparrion îvas pruIIirrg the iws aside anrd
Ilingirrg theni bhiind lriîr.

'i t niusi bc hiere," Ned hecard hiirîr say. Il i r.t a
terl aîecaptiin, airyway !"
\'es," -,rowvled iris coilarror. Il 1le e\pl'itts us ta

wealirer aî àarin like this wvithout a drap afi spirits."
Il1kidic'iotis," comrrrented tire other. "Il 1e's irad the

kcg af liquor put way back herc.'
Ned shrank back and %waitulied tire in ciascly. le

sa"' ane af theni reacir tite cask lit lird bound tire liquar
ia, aird drag, i frorrr ils place.

I've got it," lie cried, triuniphiaîtly. Il Nov ta sîrug-
gie ut on deck. %\'e rreed it more thaîr the lever srrfl'rers
rit P>anamir, eh, jack?

'l'le ather chuckied scrcirely. Ned saw thenm creep)
away from the spot, dn4agging tire cask with tircîn.

He cliired ta the apening the mcan had rmade, lie
crepi over a miass ai mierchandise ia thecir very tracks.

They disappeared throtigh an opeann ialo tire for-
ward part af tIre ship, and tire lanterra %vas extmn
guislied.

Ned, followhîrg- in thecir wake, feit the brcath af a chl-
iiag blast an1 iis face, lie hcarci the shricking tcmlpest
withuuit.

li huld no terrars for Ned I )arr3w -. il tirat mroment.
I-lis long imîprisonîrreît was terîninatcd .tire voyage ia
ihe dark, amlid the hiorrars of tire iroli, iad camle ta, arr
enrd at last.

CHAIl'R XIV.

Oir tIre dcck of tIre Neptune a weircl and( terrible
scelle was in progrcss.

Like darkness anrd iîaroc suddcaiy trarrsformirg a1
sunny, sariiliîîg iairdscape into glooni and rmrin, tire trnsi-
lion fromr safeîy ta, peril, fraur enjoyrwenît to dread, had
carne wvith iatcful rapidity aver Professor Ballentine anrd
iris studerits.

Thie vo)yage, for several lirundred mriles down tire caast
froin Sarn 1rancisco, had been unrrrarrcd by aore un-
inîcasarrt inrcidenît. Tl'ie Nepittine irad stoppied at two
prorts, anrd tiren set srroty sals far tire broad waters
ofl sihore, botird for a Souithr Arriericaîr port and
relirir.

a'l'ie days giidccl b>' like a dreai, uîrtii aire Irrrnhrrg,
- lie carme oir deck, tire i>rofessor fauiid Captalin Barr
too bus>' ta speak to iriiri, aird. wvitlh a seriaus face, conr-
suliîhrg tire barorrîcter arrd campass.

Tire sen "'as cirojpiîrg anrd ug"i, tire sky) gray. and
overcnsi, tire ship) ciose-retefed aird alîrrosi 'otioiricss.
'l'hre wvas in oulinous rnoarrin., ul a high brueze Io Ille
wirrdiward, whiile quick, Sternr arders werc issticd to tire

crcwv, who obeycd %ileiitlv, wiîir arrsiotis fc
'lhie 1rofessor disccried a differeirce in tire ensemrble

ai tire dcck ta tire cvering befare. Ile iaoked irtentiv
attire cairtalir as lire carne irastiiy forwaird aind irse
iii.

Ila Yi ii kccp tire younig gentlemren belawv unthi
inirtirer arders, if >-otr please. l>roféssor Bl.rlliitie," said
Barr.

Il erc is danger, tren ? " iskecl tire Irofesar, air-
.\iousiy.

«"'icre viii ire," replieci tire captalir, poirrting ta a
iov baîk or cloîrds la tire West. "A sîornm rvii
soon break lupon us."'

l'reu Proiessor did not inillart thre information lie haa

reuceiv'd ta tire boys ir tire caii. I t rvas irai lonrg'liraweî'er, befare lie realized tire trutir of tire captain's
ilre(lictioir.

Soori tic templlet irrokeuirr heshonrwîhtr
rifit, itîy. 'l'ie ird iristledl trronigi tire riggiirg, aird
dir we tire siîj befrre it like a ireiiîg senticirt wvitir irrartal
terror. Foi tire lirsi limre siice leavioîg tire lanrd, tire
passeirgers kîrew fotil %wcatir.

N'I tirrougi tirai dai> tire boy's were kept close prison-
ers i tire cablir. %%'ien nigit feul tire tistial irrriirnt
ai tire cverriîg liotîr %vas a et. 'l'ie boy's cistered ta-
gether in lUtile 1,i10s, aiîxioribl' di.sciissiîrg tire situiatioir,
or la>' ir tireir btîiks, sick wiîh tire roliirg af tire shiîp.

l>rafessor Baliirtirre r'errttred til tire cabia stairs
sirortiy aiter dark. Th'ie wind irad riseir ta a hurrcaire,
Tire nîainsaii %vas ia tatters, wviile lirnge waves lasied
aî'er tire deck oi tire siril).

Captalîr Barr, wveatirer-beaten and iraarse-voiced,
shuok iris iread omninoust- as the Prafessor grav'ely
inquired.

S tire stariri abatiîrg arr>, cal)taiir ?
"Ifs getîiîrg warse, and I fear %ve arc in for a limec ai

il," as tire <iejre.ssiirg repi>'. "'l'ie 11rainsail is galle,
anid tire crcw are %iorri ott. 1 jusi hra( to seird two ien

Whlat Captaîr irr iaci said %vas ira cxaueeratior.
TIhe sirl xvas sîrfiering terrib>' fromr stress af rîcatrer.
lialf tire rc% irad gaire beiowv exrauited, arnd oîrly Benr
Baiiks, tie oid mrate, «nid tire cairtaiir w~orked witir tire

eirergy tire irecds of1 tire lirtr reqnîired.
l'wice tire mren lid dirîarrded ic1nor ta rev'ive

ticir spirits, aird as aftca îirey irad bccîr sterri>
refused.

"lLet tire cook get you irai coffee. No liqior in a
tirre iike tis. X'ou'ii îreed ail yotrr wits beforc iorzrilng,
rfi1 daîr't rîristatke,» srid tire captahîr.

lie ireard tire grtirbiigs ai tire crcv, btut hie %vis uîr-
alterable ii iris decision. Ile did irai drearîr, irowever,
tirai tire sailors id detcririiîed ta abtahîr tire caveîed
drinrk ; tirai rhie lire rrvas rrîanfuliv breastiiîg tire terrîpesi
twa of tire irumber irad gane hîrto tire iroid aind securcd
thre Iiidden casl, of spirits ilia. "'as a pari ai thre
cargo.

%%'ien tire relief crew carne agaisr an deck, irowcver,
lie krîew the truih. Not a mîaîri tierîr %vas fit for ser-
vice. Tirey were reckiess and mnrions, and reftised ta
obey arders uniess lire pu for shrore.

IAvast, ye itîbiers ! " >'ciied tire captalîr, wriid rvitir
rage ai tire condition ai Iii imeni. Il lrurk whien ye are
rîeedcd, usciess whieir an>' nrintute fia>' scîrd ris ta D)avy
Joncs' iocker! Bcliw, 1 say, >atî rvortilcss cattie, or
l'il flog yaîr witir a beiayirrg pin I Weil carry lier
tirrougi alarre, Beir Banks, anrd ircir tirose hibbers for
nîutiny i tire firsi part, as sure as rn>' rîane's i)ick Barr!
lcar tireur sisriîrgI anrd drhrrkirg bciow., aird tire sii ini

ireril. . 'lie> nirt hrave reacircd tire irald arnd gai tire
caslk for l'anar-na. Sieady I A liglir ahead 1"

I Vierc away '
,,01i tire larboard. 'l'ie shrore, tao. Wec are

doorrrcd ! "
Ca1u:ain Barr seized an axe aird cut loase the rîgig

ar-eria:îgirrg tire %ide -ai tire sii, so tirai it droppcd rîto
the sca.l

'lhcrr, as a second mnass af spars feul ta tire deck, tire
shrore fatded, tire lights of tire lard disajp)le.red, arrd tire
schooner flew for'î'ard ai terrif'ic speed.

"l'ie crash ai the tirîrbers iad bratîgii Professar Bai-
icîrtine again air deck. lie ciîrng ta tire rail ai tire liraci.
wva>, iis face Wh'iite wriîir arîxietv.

IlGo below !" shiouîed tire captain. Il atr van do no
gc>od biere. E Very soul of the crcwv is drurk, and "'e
are ait the iiiercy of îlrc v;aves. When~ Bern Banks drops
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