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ASSINIBDINE WATER POWER

Tho Winnipeg toard of trale has again call-
«d attentidn to a mattor which 1s of the greatest
imporiauco to the city of Winnipeg, namely;
the Assiniboino river water power projuct.
This matter has been somewhat tn tho back.
ground of lato, and in fact, teemed for a timo
to have alnost dropped ous of sight, until ro
catled to view by the action of tho board. If
this water power is nearly as valuable as it is
belioved to Lo (and there seems to be po reason
to doubt the opinion of the engincors who
have invaestigated tho matter), it is certninly in
tho interests of the city that it should be util-
ired at once. The work is cortaialy a somewhat
costly one, but not coutly when measured by its
value. It should prove a very profitablo invest-
ment for oither tho city or any company carry-
ing i to completion. It might just as well be
understood at once, that the cost of fael is so
excessivo that the city can never hopo to make
much progress as a manufaoturing centre, as
matters now stand.  Thero are many lincs of
manufacture which could be carried on to good
alvantage hera, but for the high peice of fuel.
At tho present moment there uro somo
important manufacturing establishments that
are only kept from being located here by this
auestion of fuel. The only hope of overcoming
the great disadvantage of costly fuel, lies in
the utilizing of the Assiuiboine river water
power at thiscity, It was hop:d that the open-
iag of now coal regions closer to the city, would
reduce. the prics of fuel to such an extent as to
improve the prospects for manufacturiog here ;
but this hops shows no prospect of realization.
It is doubtful if the new coal, at the price
placed upoa it, i3 any cheapsr than the fuols
previously obtainable, At any rate, it would
require to be reduced almost one ha'f in prico
before it could be considered-a fairly cheap
fuel, as prices are elsawhere. We are therefore
forced to look to the water-power projectas the
only hope for relief from tho excessive cost of
fue), in considering the establishment of manu-
facturivg industries in Winaipeg.

It will be remembered that the city secured
a charter from Pacliament for the construction
of tho works uecessary to utilize this water
power, subsequently some cffort was made by
the city council to secure the construction of
the works by & company, but nothing practical
has yet been accomplished. Tne city engincer
reports that the minimum horse powar which
would be obtained by ecarrylng out the pro-
posed work, would be 3,000 horse power. The
same authority places the cost of stecam power
in Winn'p>g at $80 per horse power per annum,
The water power could bo rented at
a fair profit at $20 per horso power
per annum. At $20 dollars per horse power he
estimates that the works would retura a
revenue over interest and cost of maintenance,
of §22,000.  If this iz approximately correct,
the immense saving to the city from thecon-
struction of these worksis apparent, Besides

the $22,000 not rovonue which tho power would
rvoturn, rented at $20 por horso powor, there
would bo tho saviog of tho differoncos between
$20 por horse powor from the water powor, ana
$30por horse power from stoam,on amioimum of
3,000 horso power, thus:

No rovenuo from 8,070 horso power at £20  222,00)
Saving on 3,000 watee power varsus steam . 8150 000
Total annual BAMINY cicvrenennne  seienens 02,000

This Saving of $202,000 would be divided bo-
twoen tho city co uncil and the company, firms
and individuals whc would rent the power
from the dity, instead of of using stean,

Accordiag to tho ectimatos of the city engi.
neer, wo have thereforec upwards of $200,000
running to wasto every year, in the waters of
the Assiniboine viver passing through the city.
Thero will certaiuly bo a lack of enterprise in
the community, if this wasto is parmitted to go
on much longer. Ia view of the high cost of
fuel here, there is no city in Canada which is
go intensely interested in the reduction of tho
coat of manufacturing, yet horo we have power
sufficient to run a large number of factorics
going to waste. Theso figures aro based on the
minimum horse-power in an extremely dry
season. The average horse-power which could
be obtained from the siver would be very much

greater or say abuut 5,000, increasing the rav-

cnue and saving therafrom in proportion.

PRESIDENT HABRISON AND CANADA,

It is frequently said of & mau that he could
not stand success.  Success frequently carries
men off their feot. It is secn nearly every day
in business. Many men are overcoma by a
limited measure of success.  They succeed in
some small undertal ing, aud forthwich they
become inflated with overgrowa ideas as to
their own importance and ability. They launch
out into now undertakiogs, or extend their op.
erations thoughtlessly, and scon wiad up in
failure.  While they stand on firm footing in
shallow water, thsy aro all right, bat when
they strike out beyond their depth, they soon
find that it is easier to wade than to swim, aud
the consequence is they sink.

But while many men ove carried away by
success, there are jast as many who cannot
stand defeat. Itissimply a feature of frail
humaun nature, that it is seldom it cauv bear
itself up complacently under many circum.
stances. Mlen lose their heads through success,
and they also frequently lose control of their
better selves in defeat, Just now we have
President Harrison of the repablic in our mind.
What an exhibition the man has made of him.
self in his recent message to Congress. Human
nature all over again. The man could not
maintain his composure under defeat. The
head of the expiring Republican administration
in the United States never gave evidence of
great qualification in statesmanship; but in
defeat he has acted the child, and gives vent to
to his feolings in anythiog but a dignified
manner. While this we say is simply human
nature, and is what night be expected of
mauy men, it is hardly wshat we might have
oxpectad from the head of a great nation.

Prosident Harrison's reference to Cinada in
his message is the ovorflow of a pettish disposi-
tion, roused by defeat. Iis statements con.
cerpiog Canada ave utterly false in principle,

and are doubtless not shared by the intelligont
citizons of the ropublic. Tho refusal of Canada
to vote tho unrestrioted reciprocity programme
doprived the Republican admiaistration of a
triumph which would havo been a great, thing
for it in tho rocent presidential clection, and
would have, parhap), tarocd defeat into vic.
tory. This feature was no doubt in the mind
of tho proesident when he worded his unkind
reforonce to Canada in his messago to Con.
gress.

Justa little thought wilt show how false is
tho position takon by President Harrison in his
roforence to Canada, He complains that Can-
ada has interfored in controvorsics betweon
Great Britoin and the United States in an un.
friondly manner. Ho refers to tho Atlantic
fisheries (uestion aud the Behring Sea trouble.
Now, both theso guestions are purely Canad-
ian in their nature, Doos the presideat expeot
that Canada should stand by like a child and
allow Groat Britain anlthe Ubnited States to
sottle these questions between them without a
word from her. Canada has a right to be
heard in these matters, or in any other matter
affecting her intevests, The position taken by
the president, that Canala had no right vo in-
terfore in matters pertainiog to her own iuter-
este, when theso matter were under discussion
between Great Britain and the United States,
is simply childiah, It is silly to claim thatany
action on the part of Canada to protect her
owan interests, is ovidence of an unfriendly dis.
position toward the United States,  The fair-
minded people of the ropublic, who believe in
liberty for themselves and the right Lo protect
their own interests, will certainly repudiate
the extremely narrow selfishness of tho defeat.
ed president.

There is another point in the discourteous
reference of tho presideat to this country,
which should be taden into consideration by
Canada, Are Canadians British subjects, or
are they bondsmen. Tho president’s reference
to Canada is contemptuous, because it refers to
our people as slaves. The alave was tought
and sold without any reference to his own
interests. Canada, according to the soured
president, should not be heard at all in inter-
national questions affecting herintevests. This
serves to draw attention to the position this
country occupios in the mind of the president
and perhaps other foreigners. Canada is not
considered by the president as a part of the
British empire whose people have any rights,
The people of the United States are supposed
to have much sympathy with thealleged griev-
auces of Ireland, but here the presidont whines
because Canada is not forced to occupy the posi-
tion of the most wretched dependency, withouta
word to gay in her owan behalf. What do the
liberty-loving people of the republic think of
such uttorances coming from their president,
and aimed at their nearest neighbors, ot their
own near blood relationship.

The point Canadians should think over, as
drawn from tho president’s message, is their
position as colonial British subjects.© We are
British subjects in the colonial sense, but not
in the imperial sense, hence the ground for the
presidentls retarks, unreasonable though they

be, Should there not bo some widening of
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