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Business Bast.
ON'TARIO.

'hos. Caldwell, nursery Dundus, is dead.
John Erskine, dry goods, Peterboro, is dend.
A. B. Griflin, grocer, London, is out of busi-

ness, .
John Illsay, tin deuler, Picton, has ussigned

in trust.

wWm. Rowell, hotelkeeper, London, is out of
business.

M. C. Potts, tins, cte., St. Thomas, is out of
business.

\V. H. Rowe, printer, Hamilton, is reported
to have left.

P. Callahun, shoc dealer, Toronto, has as.
signed in trast.

G. L. Edlestone, tins, ete,, St. Thomas, is
out of business.

Henry Cohen, clothing, ctc., Chatham, has
assigned in trust.

Knights of Labor Biscuit Co., Chatham, has
assigned in trust. :

1'hos. J. Walters, confectioner, Chatham, has
assigned in trast.

Wm. W. Bishop, carpeuter,
—sheriff’s saic advertised.

D. A. McArthur, general storckeeper, Max-
ville, hag assigned in trust.

Ruthven & Abbett, bakers, ete., Toronto,
have dissolved ; Henry Ruthven continucs.

The Telfer & Harold Manufacturing Co.,
wanufacturers of corsets, Toronto, have dis-
solved, and style now the Telfer Manufacturing
Co.

Manhard & Co., lumber, Brockville,—Thos.
Doddridge admitted special partner, contri-
buting $10,000, fron May 30th, 'S7 to May
30th, 90,

Jerseyville,

QUEBEC.

Daoust & Bro., butchers, Montreal, have dis-

solved.

. Mackenzie & Co., manufacturers of braces,
Montreal, have dissolved.

‘Theadore Vigeant, joweler, Montreal,—stock
advertised for sale by tender.

Andrew B. Sowerville, general storckeeper,
Kinnear's Mills, has assigned in trust,

0il.

The petroleum deposits of the Athabasca as
described by Prof. Bell cannot fail to haven
great cffect for good upon the future of the
Northwest in general and this town and district
in particular. It was formerly supposed that
these deposits only cxisted on the Athabasca
some forty or fity miles below McMur ay and
about 350 nurth of Edmonton, and that as a
streteh of unnavigable river extended from
McMurray S0 wilesup to the Grand Rapid
there was no chance of their heing utilized until
a railroad was built to them, which in the
natural course of events could not be very many
years. It now appears that only 30 niles from
Grand Rapids around the great bend in the
river, ouly 25 milesina direct line, and not
morc than 10 miles further north than the
Grand Rapid, is struck the petrolenm bed
which visjlly extends for nearly 150 miles along
the river without a break—the most extensive
deposit in the known world, excépt perhaps the
similar deposit on the shores of the Caspian sca
in Russia, Prof, Bell’s report on tho geology

of the country gives no reason to suppose that
the point where the petrolenm bed is first ex-
posed by “tho deepening channel of tho river is
its southermost extension, On the contrary
there is nothug to indicate that the deposit
may not extend southwavd to Lac In Biche or
cven further. At any rate there is more than
a probability that o well sunk just above the
Grand Rapidwould strike the petroleam bed
at a depth of not more than 400 feet, Prof.
Bell remarks that the mostlikely place to strike
a good {low of oil is not necessarily where there
are surface indications. IFrom Grand Rapid
there i 123 aniles of good steamboat navigation
to Athabasea Landing, from where 90 miles of
haul over the present wagon road wonld bring

- the oil to the banks of the Saskatchewan at

Edmonton, the distributing point for northern
Alberta.  From Edmonton, ata nominal cost,
it could be distributed along hoth banks of the
Saskatchewan—good agricultural country for
500 miles—to Prince Albert, or even taken to
Winnipeg by water. At present the petroleum
used in the scttlements of Edinonton, Battle.

A Tord and Prince Albert on the Saskatchew.n

is brought by rail over 2,000 miles from Penu-
gylvania and Ontario, and then hauled in cavts
or wagons across country 200 or 250 miles ; so
that in the matter of transport over present
routes the Athabasca oil would be on at least
an equal footing at these points with the eastern
product. Of course as soon as a railroad
reached the Saskatehewan at either Battleford
or Prince Albert the Athabasca oil would be at
a disadvantage there; but on the other hand if
the work of development were once commenced
no dout the first railroad to touch the Saskatch.
ewan would do so at Edmonten and would not
stop short of Athabasca Landing, which would
at once give the Athabasca oil the advantage
throughout the Northwest and British Colum-
bia, if not all along the Pacitic coast.  Of course
oil may, and it is to be hoped it will, be found
nearer Edmonton than the rapide of the Atha.
basca, even in the immedinte vicinity as there
are good indications, bug it will never beknown
as long as it lasts how large the supply in such
a discovery is; whileit would be the more valu-
able to well.owners on that account it would
be less so to the country than the Athubasca
deposit, which is plainly fncxhaustible. If the
oil ficdd does not extend south to the Grand
Rapids the expense of transporting the oil by
pipe or othewise over the short distance that
can only intervence will not be greas, but will be
great cnough to defer development until the
demand is greater than at presents while if oil
can be struck no matter how short a distance
this side of the Grand Rapid there is no reason
why deve'opment should not commence at once
in a small way. In view of the importance of
the trade awaiting development, would it be too
wmuch to ask the government to tssist in sinking
a test well thus side of the rapids? Whether
develonment is commenced sooner or Iater it is
clear that as the coal fields of Alberta may be
relicd on to supply the Northwest with fuel for
all coming ages, so the peirolcum dcposits of

the Athabasca country way be relicd on to
furnish light for an equal jferiod. —Edmonton
Bulletin.

%J. A. Hopns, druggist, Pilot Mound, is build.
ing new premises at that place,

Graps Cultute.

A number of Italians have takan up 160
acres on tho north side of the Inletnearly
opposite the city, and about two miles back
from the shore. ‘The intentions of the Italians
is to plant a vineyard us soon as sufficient of the
ground is cleared, ‘Lhe soil, they say, is well
adapted to grape culture, and with the southern
exposure they do not sce any obstacle to pre.
vent their enterprise becomiug a success. If
the first scason realizes their expectntions o
large numer of their conntrymen will also go
into the business, and grape pressing will be
commenced as soon us suflicient vines are bear-
ing.—Vancouver B.C. News.

L ]
Early Closing.

The following is from 7%e Merchunt; by fa~
the most ably conducted and leading general
trade journals of ‘Loronto :

““The retail 'rsin all departments,—drygoods,
groceries, drugs, boots and shoes, cte., throngh-
out Ontario towns, are adopting the early-
cloging plan, and in the citics the difficulty can
only be overcome by pegging away at agitation
until the pnblic aie driven to act ag a unit in
purchasing within reasonable hours, and the
merchants are forced, from the dearth of trade
after certain hours, to yiceld to the overtures of
the good cause. ‘There is much encouragement
in the fact that the number of stores now closing
carly is much larger than a few years ago, and
that the tendency among reputable traders of
all kinds is to shorten the hours of labor. The
number of window.cards about the city an.
nouncing :—*“This establishment .closes at six
oclock,” .~ “at one o'clock on Saturdays”
scews to be materially increasing.”

“The life of the average merchant is a severe
‘rial upon his character. Surrounded by sel-
fishness and the keenest .competition, his
integrity is subjected to the severest tests, but
this does not justify him in sacrificing health
by devoting all his waking hours to busincss,
The final success ~f a business mau is demons-
trated in the universal law—the survival of the
fittest. Then, gentlemen, who shall be your
exemplar?  Shall it be the man who, by excess,
by over-hours and by continued infractions of
nature’s unchauging laws, has iwmpaired his
physical being, and who, in the great army of
business men, falls by the wayside a sirapgler?
Or shall it be the man who, by the observance
of these natural laws, is made strong and clear-
headed, who survives the struggsle and marches
on with fitn step in the phalanx of the success.
ful? Weleave it for you to decide.”

The Gladstone Age says: As regards the
statement that banks and loan companies are
going to wind up their business and withdraw
from the country on account of its unscttled
state, they arc not such long-cared animals as
to do any such thing,

Bisenit making by Kuights of Labor, in
Chatham, Ont., hay come to gricf, after a brief
experience.  The company had a capital of
£30,000, about §12,000 being subscribed and
only 30 per cent. paidfup. Its goods had
hardly been introduced when the concern was
forced to assign. -



