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ilI hope I shall be a vcry luving wonian, but I do %vieil to be a vcry
clever indopendcnt womamn too. Nowv Uncle B3ertrand, don't look at me in
suit a disappointed tune of -voice 1" iaughied Gypsy.

Il 1 know yon love me" she said iightly, Ilbut 1 want you 10 bu proud af
me as weii."

"That is a dangerous ihing for a ivoman ta indulge il% -,,) much."'
"You darling P' said Gypsy, making a little vis'nîe ai hlm. Il The wish

is there, nevertheiess. It is ail your fault ; when I sec haw wise you are
how can I bellp ionging to be a litt1e bit like you. You are .tie !,oodest,
clevrrst mani I cvcr saw."

IlYou have scen very fewv men" aîîswered Bertrand graveiy ; sufféring a
k-cen pang as lie spolce. Suddenly a îvishi rose in his mrîid that lie bail told
Gypsy long ago that lie ivas flot lier oîvn uncle.

IlI don't believe thcrc is another maxi like you in the world, Uncie BIer-
trand. I arn quite sure no other Unclo ia the worid is sa good to lis niece.You have always been so gonrie antd tender to me, Iluat if anyoiie eî'en
spcaks quickiy to nie il hurts me nov. You have spoilt nie, 1 arn afraid,
darliag." Gypsy said ibis îviil a cali assurance tuai was irresistibie.

Blertrand longed to take the little creature la Isis arms as lie liat sa oftca
clone ivhen she wvas a chid. Site ivas indecd tie liglit of lus eyes, and sue
was the greatest anxiiey lie hand ln 111e.

"lB]ut, iJacie BIertrand, you are nat so fond of nme as you uped to be.
You have not givetu e a kisa fur a long time. Noîv, give nie one of yaur
dear, eweet, old, long kisses."

l ivas truc. Ile liad not kissed lier since tîtat day sile spraiîied lier
ankie; and lie had leariied lie ioved lier no longer as a cliild. Very liard
bad been tue pexnace, but reiigiously lie lîad kept il.

Gypsy twined lier arns round hlmt and ptît lier lips up to lus ia the most
bewlicing way la the worid. Ile ivas oniy liuman. As suie put lier lips to
lus, athrill of pleasure passed tîtrougi Iiii:». Ail the love lie iîad been strug.
gling to crush outin la îli rose tiien. Passionaîely lie lîeld lier ii Ibis amtis,
bis lips clinging to biers. Mle couid hîardil, put her frou iiinî. lie k-issed
lier hair, eyes and lips îviil Lisses of despairiîîg love. T'he very essence of
sweetness she seenîed tu hlm. At iast, lier smile of innacent pleasure filsi
içate hinm front his temporary delirium. lie put lier fromn hlm sick ai
heart.

"I Al " site said with; a smile of p)leatsutr that ivas vcry deliciotis. Yoit
are a darling, and you do love your littUe %vicked Gypsy a wec bit. Dan't
go away fromn me Uncle Becrtrand."

But ivithout a word lie lefi the rooni-teit it wiih the firrn resolve titat
she must know ti that she ivas not lus neice as site bolievcd ; iliat tley
ivero flot relations. lie knew ivîtat that meant. Ail the swect fanilliar inter-
course would periîaps cease utcriy. Perliaps sile vould even leara nt lasi
ta look upon hlm aimost as a stranger. lie feit sile wvould neyer again kîss
hlmn witli the saine freedom; but he klt finat i nmust be so, afier -Ii lie
had learni that day of lus feelings. l was liard but it must be donc. 1-to
must tell her everyîliing. l'len bitterly he asked himseif wliy this bat,
siroag love bad beea given ta hlmt la his aid age ? If he could oniy tear il
[rom bis beari lie wouid do it thougi lie died la tue act. He îvould go
away and struggle îvith iî. Perhîaps if lie was away front her-then-but
how could he leave her when she ivas so dependeat on hlm ? iliaak God
for that ; site owcd hmii everyiiîing, though site knew ht not, andi would
never know it. No, ho mîust leara to suifer andi bc stitl; and tben lie prayed
slte nuiglt nover suifer one throb of pain.

Witli ail a lover's quick imagination, lic uhouglit of lier soft dark hair,
hier brown eyes, ail lier strectnecss ; ail lier %vinning ways rose before bit;
la the greatness of bis dcspairing love, ahe scened ta hlmi marc lovely titau
crer. l'o lîlai she ivas tlie embodiment of ail iliat ivas perfect andi lovely.
Na, it. neyer occureti to Ilmn that anotirer mari ilbiglit sec flaws in lis jcwvel.
That wliat ta hlm ivas vcry wiaaing, anbollier muan migi cal]ti tlfui. No, lie
saw nothing bu'. truili andi feariesaness in titat cliaracter. 'flint aight, îvhea
quitec alane, lie asked bimseif onc question again and again. At last, ivîîli
a iow groan af despair la his agony, lie cried alaud-"I b ava sinned in
iliaugit ; 1 have sînned againtis her ; I bave betraysd Ii- trust ai a1 friand.
It was that taucb of ber sweet pure lijîs titat first taid me ail; a kiss given
la ail chiidisli innocence, and yet it aroused, il showed a lire blazing within
rue. God on highl" lie entreateti, "lstrangie ibis selfisii lavc in ils vcry birîli.
Q friend ai my youth, I swcar, neyier, never shall pass these lips one word
whicli miglit not bave beeti uîîercd by a fathicr-by her own fa:lier. Vou
gave ber ta me; God help fie, sile is sale froin any selfusb wisb ai mine
even ta mike lier maine. She is safe. She is sale. Yes, sale as if sile
wcre indeeti fllsh of iy tlcslî,and borie ai iny bonie. She i3 my daugbicr-nay
spiritual daughter. She is but a chid to me in age. Oh, mati fol Ilit 1
have been ! Whcn did is love firsi takec root ? Foot ! foot i ihat I have
been 1"

Blertrand never found any excuse for his love. Soimnly ie hati vowed
tbat no word of bis love slîouid ever pass his lips, anti faîîlifully lie kept
that vow.

CHliAPTE I V.

The fliowing day Blertrand was away ait day on business. Thc moment
lie entercd the boause lic foîtat lîimscif iooking about arixiousiy for a bright
face, that aiways shone brigbuly on hlm. lie fcIt as if lio hll been aoît in
the colti ail day anti was now longiag for a briglit ray ta ivarm him. How
lie ivas ianging for his littie Gypsy '.Wbat iras ail the ivorld to bita now
without his little Gypsy? l'hc mure lie iricti ta persuade luimscl that tbis
love was only what ho would have it 10 be-yea, so nîuch the more hie
faund out the intensity ai thai love. ..

(To bc Confi,îued.)
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