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‘The editor of Tue Crimic is responsiblo for the w1ews expressed in Kditorial Notes and
Acrticles, and for such only ; but the editor is not to be undemtood aa endorsing the senti-
mentrexpressed in the articles cantributed to this journal. Our readers are capable of
appmvigg or disspproving of any parl of anarticle or contents uf the paper; and after

exerciiiug due oare as to what is to appear in our eolumns, weo shall leave the rest to their
intelligent Judgment,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The proposal, which really seems .o be seriously regarded by some
Amenican newspapers, to buy the Maritime Provinces for 850,000,000, 15,
sfter all. but a Jegitimate outcome of the action of the Annexatiowsts. The
idea of being sold with the land, like = lot of cattle or a flock of sheep with

a ranche, is probably not in the least repugnant to men without a spark of
patrnonsm,

Every year the United States export to Great Britain millions of pounds
worth of every description of farm produce. It is difficult to understand
how the country which sends away annually an enormous surplus of foud, is
likely to realize to the Canadian farmer the splendid prices for cattle, grain.

etc, which are being persistently dinned into his emiranced cars by the
Annexationists.

Halifax is indebted to the Archbishop for a suggestion tor hightng the
harbor with a line of electric lights down to the antomatic buoy, to enable
ocean stcamers to come up in foggy weather. His Grace thinks about 15

lights ~n suitable buoys might be sufticient.  We have also received from a |
contnbulc~ a suggestion 1o establish clectric lights a. danger-..gnals alony |

railroads, on eminences, natural or artificial, to give notice of the stoppage
of the line by accidents, and prevent further collisions. We do not fecl
competent to form a judgment, but we should be inclined to tlunk His
Grace's suggestion by far the morc practicable of the two.

. The Rate-Payers Association. in opening up the question of tax-exemp-
tions, have touched upon 2 most important subject. The exemptions in the
1887-8 Halifax assessment amount to the decidedly large sum of 81,650,000,
divided as follows :—Churches, $629,0c0 ; Sectarian Matitutions, 3181,000;
Other Institutions and Halls, $850,000. \Whilc in the past.ss years the
assessment has increased only about one-sixth, the tax exemptions in the
same time have doubled. These facts shnuld provide food for scrious
thought. While purely benevolent institutions might perhaps claim ex-
emplion, 'ﬁ have doubts about the advisability of exempting church
property, halls, and colieges. The cities of the United States have, we
think, shown wisdom in sweeping away all excmptions. We might do
worse than to follow in their footsteps.

We need an energetic Adveitising Agent, A good husi-
ness is assured to theright man, Liheral Salary, Commission
and ‘freavelling Expenses. Apply at once personanlly or by

letter to
A. M. FRASER, Manager of The Critic.

England has recently quictly annexed a tract of country in Africa known
as the Niger Counury, which is said to be half as large as Europe. This is
not altogether so had for an * effete old monarchy,” but we hope the whole
territory is not so deadly in clit. atic influence as was the theatre of the
“ Niger Expedition” of 1840, or thereabouts, most of the survivors of which
were debilitated and shattered in health for life. If not, the extensive
colonization now going on by several nations, must enhance the value of
fresh acquisitions in the Dark Continent. .

It is reported that retirement with a step in rank will cease with the
present year, after tho end of which officers will retain only the rank they
hold at the time. This order wiil no doubt induce a large number of retire-
ments before the st January. The authorities are probably becoming
alarmed at the portentous increase of the * Retired Lists.” Irom the
publication of the Army List for March, up to a fortnight ago, no less than 56
Colonels have retired from active service with the honorary rank of Major-
General. ‘This is piling it up with a vengeance.

A portion of the Press is luxuriating in elaborate accounts of the teirible
cheracter and tendencies of Prince William of Prussia, most of which are
probably pure fiction. A wonderful mine of special knowledge scews to
have opened itself to the compiles ¢f newspaper yarns from the moment the
Crown Prince was known to be suffering from a throat disease. Frederic
the Great is likely to be nothing to William, and war will be proclaimed as
soon as he ascends the throne. He declines to drink champagune because
itis not a German wine, and would probably prefer krench blood asa
beverage. There is nothing he cannot do, and he is altogether an awfu
and gruesomu young man.

‘The malcontents who devote themselves to decrying our duties on
American imports, may not unprofitably take cognizance of a maienat
advantage which has accrued to Manitoba from that policy The people of
*hnt Province had, till lately, to pay a tax on imported coal, which, we
. cve, raised its price at one time to 314 or S15a ton. Good coatl, both
hard and soft, has now been found within our own domain. If it has taken
say sixteen or seventeen years to find available deposits with American
coal at S15 a ton, it seems more than probable that without the stimulus of
that high figure, exploration would have been less energetically pushed, and
that Manitoba would consequently still have been dependent on the States
for fuel, while the discovery may be said to have assured her independent
prosperity.

‘The secret, (or a good deal of it,) of the portentous increase of the rabbit
in Australia, is coming tc the light of day. There is a rabbit department.in
Sydney, and there is of course red-tape in it. There is ad army of
inspectors, overseers, and under strappers scattered far and wide, and—they

get good salaries. Then there are thousands of rabbiters, who not only
draw regular wages, but are also paid bonuses, and—human nature is
human nature—roila fout ! The result is that the rabbits increase, and also
the noble army of extermina'drs. The ill-considered idea of importation
and acclimatization also bears fruit in other directions. The abominable
sparrow, dcer, and even foxes, have been cultivated, and so easy for exis-
tence is the Australian climate, that they are all developing into additional
pests.  The cockatoos were bad enough for the grain grower, but Australian
settlers could not let what was well-enough alone. '

B . . &

THE YEARLY SACRIFICE.

Attention is being more and more frequently drawn by the Press to the
lamentable loss of life which annually occurs among the fishermen and
scamen who man the fishing fleets that hail from Amcrican ports. The
number of vessels reported lost this year is 13, aggregating 843 tons.  The
estimated value, 62,900, with insurance to the amount of 831,455. The
lives lost in these 13 vessels total up to 85, one of whom was run over by a
street car. The remainder perished in direct connection with the work of
their vessels.

Even these appalling statistics, which involve the destitution of scores



