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THI ABSTAINER.

idea has been  yielded to, that we should ye-
turn to the old license system  of legislation.
‘T'his as been the favourite idea of the liquor
dealers and their abettors, all along,  They
proless to want a stringent license law.  \We.
do not care, they say, how strict you makeit, !
but we want a license luw. Now there is no
such thing as satisfying these gentlemen.
When we had a heense law, they said it)
was unconstitutional—that the Legislature!
had no right to prevent the sale of an article:
imported into the country, and upon which:
the duties had been pad to the government !
that the right to unport carried with it of
necessity the nght to sell, &e. &e., sand upon:
these, and sinular wdeas, one of the Essex.
County liquor dealers carried his case from:
the-judgment of our Supreme Court to the
Supreme Court at Washingion, some years’
ago, and he had has labor for his pains.  Un-:
doubtedly in the present state of things,
these gentlemen would be very glad to com--
pound tor a stringent license law : but for our:
friends, Sir, for the friends of sincere and
hopeful temperance legislation to fall into®
such a compromise, would be folly, madness,
suicidg ! In the first place, who would ex-:
ecute suchafaw? Nobody; and the con-!
sequences would necessarily be universal
license and tolevance. Take, fur instance’
wy own city, with its twenty thousand in-i
habitants, and more ; suppase under youri
stringent law, there should be ten licensed
persons for that city, (under the law, thirty:
years ago, there were some eighty such'
licenses 1n Salem,) then we should have teni
places where intoxicating drinks could be!
purchased, and all the rest of our traders and
other people would be absolately probibited
from dealing in the avticle. What temper-
ance man would it his finaer to give those ten
favoured persous a wonoply of Sle business ¢1
Why suonld he expose himself'to all the
odium attaching to a prosecutor, for the pm'-,
pose of driving the business and custom of|l
the city into those few favoured an exclusivel
cbannels? He should not, and he would not ;.
for it would make but little difference, in his)
view of the public interest, whether those!
liquorsare sold as a drink by licepse
licensed persons 2 The  eflects, 1 either:
case, would be the same.  Would the monop-!
olist undertake to enforce the Jaw against)
unlicensed persons ?  That would be rather|
an ungracious sort of procveeding, and would|
not work very well practically, and, if it did,
would do little or no good. And who out of,
the two or three hundred competitors are to!
have theso heenses ¢ Xins  whole hicense!
system, besides being vicious and wrong i
principle, is environed with difficulties which,
render it an utter impracticabiity and nulli-,
ity ; and the idea of returning to it, and
getting into the meshes again, won
about as absurd and 1rrational asto veturn to!
any of the exploded follies and wickedness of !
the dark ages. We nmught just as well go-
back to the wickedness of hanging witches,,

(and we bave infinitely stronger cases in the:

developments of modern snirituahsin than

they had in 1692) as to 1etnrn to ¢

.. ) . .- o . -l_
ogition which is wanifested to the faw, the: death and hell 5 and

that i
opmiton and comvicton of the people of this
Commonwealth to-day, and has been at least
for vighteen years last past—rIlon. A. S,
Huntington’s Speech.

A BUNDLE OF INSTANCES AND
HINTS.
( Fram Ionglish Papers).
Not 100 Youxa.—A little oy in Leices-

ter was induced to sign the Band of Hope

pledge.  His father was a* Collector,” and
one diy a certain publican called upun him

for the purpose of paying his rates. In the
course of cunversation it came out that the
little boy was a teetotaller. % YWhat !” said
the publican, with a sueer, *a mere boy hke
that a teetotaller 2 Yes,” said the boy, quite

1
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boldly, “ Tam.” ¢ And yo0u sean to say you |

have signed the pledze ¥ * Yos, Thave, and
mean tokeep it.”™  * Nonsence,” sand the pub-
liian; “ theidea! Why, you are too young
to sign the pledge ™ The little fellow came

up to him, took hold of him quictly by the

arm, and repeated his words s+ FHere, here, |

‘ont say I am too young 1o be a tectotaller 2
*Yes, Fdo”  «Well, now, listen,” said he;
“ 1 will just ask you a question: You are a
i)ubli(-an. are you not, and sell beer ¥ % Yes,

do.”  Well, then, suppose I came to your
house after a pint of beer, wonld you send me
about my businesss because Taia so young ?”
* (Oh, no,” said Boniface, ¢ that is quite a dif-
ferent thing.” ¢ Very well, then,” said the
noble little fellow, with triumph on his face,
“if' I am not too youny to fetch the beer, Iam
not too young to give up the beer.” Thecon-
fusion of the publican at the termination of
the little boy’s “ logic” can be better imagin-
ed than deseribed. Hurrab for the little Temn-
perance reformers; they will steer a-head of
some of the » old stagers” yet!—1Weekly Re-
cord.

InproveMrNTs IN Banrxstey  axp
NeIGUBOURUUOD.—A correspondent writes :
—* An inn, chiming alliance to firsteloss,
known as the Crown Inn, and Commercial

Totel, has lxtely been fitted up for, and is now

4

monger's shop.  'This house is in the heart of
the town, at the foot of the Market Place, and
has been known near an hundied years over
a great part of England as the Wageon and

orses.—In the hittle villaze of Billingley,
about five miles from Barnsley, near the high-
road to Doncastera public house hasstood for
half-a-century ; within the last few months
the tenaut of this house has left the village.
The property is on the estate of Earl Fuz-
william, and his steward, Mr Wm. Newman,

as resdolved that it be no wmore let for the same

purpose—A little further on the same road
Id bo just.Stands the villageof Mern. The litte spot,

too, had had its public-house for a length of
time, often to the sorvow of the inhabitants,

his property belongs to a lady, who has
kdly added ten acres of land to the land-
1ord’s original take, withont an increase of
rent, as a consideration for his loss in given

e bar-+ up his license tosell intoxicating drinks.” Oc-

barities and cruelties of establishing againcurrences hike these are very gratifying. Qur

by law the traflic i
drink, and entailin
of the Commonwealth 1he atrocities of such

(14

n intoxicating liguors as a-
agan upon the people:

correspondent adds :—* There 1s one more of
these houses on the same road: let that be
converted to more useful purpose, and then

a traffic. \We have had enough of 1t ;and n: We shall have the Mamne-law from Darfield

all our past history, and in_the history of tlus-

traffic the world over, 1t has been marked
in blood, and its footsteps have taken hold of 4

ridge to Doncaster, a distance of cleven
miles."—Allhance Weckly News.

Conoxers’ InQuest.—The impartiality of

!
|

2 the do!ihommlm\ Euglish jury is a chavactevigtic of which

we may be justly prowd.  Yet nothmg is more
notorivus than that npon the subject of the
drinking usages our juries almost invarially
evade the truth, and flinch from a full and
impartial verdict.  Let a death oceur by fire,
murder, or accident, and an Enalish jury will
exert themselves to theie uttermost to arrive
at a true finding, regardless of either the feel-
ings or the interests involved in the inquicy.
But suppose the death tohave been caused by
the usv of intoxicating drinks, and this same
Jury will be content tosew the inguiry smoth-
ered, and to fiml a verdict, which, it'it does
not avtually belie the facts, 2o hides them he-
neath elastic phrases and vague genceralitics as
to be worse than worthless,

A serious instance of thiskind hasoccurred
quite recently.  An elderly woman, the wife
of a rcspc(-mi)lc tradesman, and the mother of
a large family, fell down stairs, and died the
following day from the injuries she reveived.
At the inquest it was proved that at the time
she w2 in a state of intoxication, an. that this
was a common thing with her. For a long
time she had been debarred entry into the
shop, that she might not indulge her propen-
sity at the expcnse of the till or the articlesin
stock. To keep her quict, and to reconcile
her to the exclusion, her husband had kept her
supplied to any amovnt her passion craved

!f'or up to the day of the accident, when, under
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d or un-»occupied as a timner and brazier and iron. !

the miluence of the drink so supplied, she
made the stumble which ended in her death.
The findimng of the jury was* decidental
death " Not one syllable about the drunk-
enness which led to it, and not one word of
condemnation of the atrocions conduct of the
husband, who had so manifestly helped on the
fatal catastrophe.

Another case of death through drunkenness
oceurred in the same neighbourhoed about a
fortnight before this, in which the finding of
the jury was, @ Died of starvation through in-
temperance.”  The medical evidence being,
that, though there was plenty of food in the
house at the time, such was the condition of
the stomach produced by intoxicating drink,
that the taking of natural nourishment way
impossible.  Even in this case, however, the
duty of the jury was but half-done, for it was
proved that for some days she had been in
such a state of helpless incbriety as to be un-
able to procure it for herself, but had never-
theless been kept fully suRplied by other per-
sons living in the same house. We do not
kuow what power the law has in such cases,
but we maintain that morally the juries were
bound, not only to record the cause of death,
but to utter an indignant protest against the
conduct of the persons who, by supplying the
means, had so materially assisted in produc-
ing it.  Substitute for the poison dlcohol the
poison arsenic or strychnine, and no language
would be strong ecnough to express the disgust
which an £nglish jury would feel at the con-
duct of the companions of the suivide, who
bad daily and hourly provided her with doscs
of the poison. Yet suchis the delusion whith
prevails upon the subject of intosicating
drinks, that not one man out of the twenty-
four had the courage and honesty to utter a
single word of warning or rebuke against the
aiders and abettors of voluntary murder!—
This is a matter to which tectotallers should
Kay particular attention.  In every neighbor-

ood where a death is supposed to arise from
drunkenness a tectotaller ought to be on the
jury s and let that tectotaller do is duty fully
and fearlessly, and this moral turpitude must




